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When presented with the opportunity to contribute to a two-day workshop involving experts 
from Modern Languages and Digital Humanities, it appeared to me an unmissable and rare 
opportunity to come together with professionals from across disciplines that at times, are 
viewed on two separate spectrums. Unsurprisingly, the two days involved a number of curi-
ous encounters and conversations as we discussed our experiences from differing levels 
of education and shared perspectives about the intersection between Languages and the 
Digital Humanities. Three things struck me in particular as emergent from the two days of 
discussions:

Firstly, the wealth of creative ideas and enthusiasm of all involved to join together more 
clearly Digital Humanities and Modern Languages in a way that could cascade to all levels of 
learning and teaching. We benefitted from a diverse set of experts spanning Higher Education 
Institutions and the schools sector which made for valuable discussions about ‘what mat-
ters’ where digital technology and Modern Languages was concerned. It was evident that at 
a schools level there was increasing emphasis on improved digital competency and literacy, 
and that this needed to be translated more successfully to Higher Education Institutions, 
particularly where language learning is concerned.

Secondly, the clear and positive vision for how Modern Languages and Digital Humanities 
could contribute to learning experiences, but also the structural challenges in making this 
happen. Whilst colleagues all shared enthusiasm for the mission, there was wide experience 
of institutional reluctance to engage in dialogues where Digital Humanities and Modern 
Languages were concerned. There was much discussion of how to present the opportunity 
that digital and linguistic advances presented not only to the learner but also to the teacher. It 
was felt that time pressures and the need to ‘keep-up-to-date’ with the digital agenda allowed 
little space for positive responses where Digital Humanities is concerned. This certainly influ-
enced discussion about how to attack and structure a tutorial that would be manageable to a 
teacher that felt ‘out of their comfort zone’.

Thirdly, the idea that there is no such thing as a digital native. Whilst the vision of the 
twenty-first century learner is one with a handheld device rather than a pen and paper, it 
is important to acknowledge that learners’ experiences of the digital are incredibly varied, 
and more often than not, connected primarily to social interactions, not educational ones. 
This means that when constructing and curating meaningful uses of digital technology into 
the language learning classroom, we need to consider how to structure the experience in a 

https://doi.org/10.3828/mlo.v0i0.337
mailto:JenkinsL27@cardiff.ac.uk


Jenkins: PrefaceArt. 37, page 2 of 2

way that is accessible to all learners. Moreover, it became increasingly clear that when con-
sidering Digital Humanities it was not sufficient to understand only what could be feasibly 
and successfully transferred digitally, but more importantly what could be enhanced and 
improved in this transformation. This transformation poses inevitable challenges but also 
infinite opportunities.

A few thoughts from an excellent two days which I look forward to building upon over the 
coming months.
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