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Toward the Making of 
Thoreau's Modern Reputation

Selected Correspondence of S. A. Jones, A. W. Hosmer, H. S. Salt, 
H. G. O. Blake, and D. Ricketson

edited by Fritz Oehlschlaeger and George Hendrick

Some 500 newly discovered and previously unpub-
lished letters are available in this volume —the 
correspondence of freethinker Henry S. Salt, Dr. 
Samuel Arthur Jones, and Alfred W. Hosmer and two 
of Thoreau's surviving friends, Ricketson and Blake, 
who in the 1890s set about reevaluating Thoreau's 
life and work. “Their findings shifted the critical 
view of Thoreau from sentimental poet-naturalist 
to flinty social critic. ... a carefully edited volume. 
The introduction offers biographic sketches of the 
five correspondents, sets the stage for their contribu-
tions, and evaluates their collaborative efforts. The 
letters themselves are a happy reflection of the best 
amateur spirits —independent minds working self-
lessly to shatter a false image of a great artist and 
thinker.” —Library Journal. "... a goldmine of 
material for the Thoreau scholar.” —Walter Harding, 
author of The Days of Henry Thoreau. $22.50

still in demand

Puritan Influences The
in American Shores of
Literature America
edited by Emory Elliott

Nine essays on selected writers whose works 
reflect fragments of the Puritan vision. Included 
are pieces on such major nineteenth-century 
writers as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry David 
Thoreau, Herman Melville, and Emily Dickinson. 
The contributors write of our Puritan literary heri-
tage while treating such key subjects as the con-
trasting views of the role of the writer in the 
community, the nature of literary aesthetic, 
divine unity, the persistence of philosophical 
idealism, and the relationships between popular 
attitudes and political ideology. $12.00

Sherman Paul

The growth of Thoreau’s philos-
ophy and thought, as revealed in 
his essays, letters, and journals.

"A distinguished study of the mind 
and art of Thoreau. ... an ‘inner 
biography' addressing itself to the 
heroic aspects of Thoreau's life as 
he tried to live an ‘authentic’ life, 
where nature could be the means 
for repossessing the dignity of the 
individual.” — Virginia Quarterly 
Review. Paper, $3.95
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