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Main Idea Use linked data to provide 
meaningful information about subject 
headings, and provide avenues for 
discovery through hierarchical subject 
connections and enriched context.



FAST subjects provide the links

● OCLC publishes FAST as linked data in 2011.
○ Available via bulk download or via API
○ Contains links to:

■ LCSH, LCNAF, VIAF, GeoNames
■ And more...

● Experimental reconciliation against Wikipedia in 2016

https://www.oclc.org/research/themes/data-science/fast/download.html
https://www.oclc.org/developer/develop/web-services/fast-api/linked-data.en.html
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Use AJAX to gather data about subjects



Via API

Broader Terms: Subject → <skos:broader>
Related Terms: Subject → <skos:related>
Narrower Terms: <skos:broader> → Subject

Cross reference in repository:
Only display terms that appear in our index.



Data points captured via SPARQL query of WikiData

General
Image, Abstract, Wikipedia link
Geographic names
Coordinates, Country, Capital, Official language
Corporate bodies
Founder, Start date, End date, Location, Headquarters 
location, Website
Person
Birth date, Death date, Gender, Occupation





Limitations
● Not every concept/entity has a Wikidata entry

○ Esp. subdivided headings, compound headings, headings qualified by nationality, ethnic 
group, or language

● Differences in data modeling
○ Wikidata has separate entries for Asparagus (genus), 
○ Asparagus officinalis (species), and Asparagus 
○ (vegetable). FAST / LCSH collapses these into one.

● Name changes
○ FAST / LCSH separate entries for Michigan State University / Michigan State College. 

Wikidata treats these as aliases of the same entity.



Limitations

● Wikipedia: its vastness, inconsistency, lacunae
○ Tertiary source, “needs its own lens of both caution 

and possibility” -- Anasuya Sengupta, DLF 2018
● Library of Congress: Slowness to change, 

incompleteness, unfitness for many knowledges.
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