From the ACRL Executive Secretary

The ACRL officers, pictured below, rep-
resent the record of achievement during my
five years at ALA, November 1963-August
1968. | am proud and honored to have served
with such a distinguished group of librarians
and hope that the ACRL membership will he
fortunate enough to continue to select candi-
dates of this distinction for the office of Presi-
dent.

As in the past, the activities of the ACRL
unit are well reported by James Humphry IlI,
president, published in July/August 1968 CRL
News, pages 213-18. As a matter of fact, this
report covers my work so well that it is difficult
to add much without repetition.

Needless to say, the increased size of Mr.
Humphry’s report tends to indicate the in-
crease in ACRL activities, especially in connec-
tion with the Junior College Libraries Section.
Luckily, Peggy Sullivan agreed to assume the
responsibility for directing the Junior College
Library Information Center and will continue
in that role through February 1969. During the
year, | was much concerned with the numerous
revisions of various proposals of the Junior Col-
lege Libraries Section and continued to be
deeply involved with our joint committee with
the American Association of Junior Colleges.
We sincerely hope the various proposals can
be funded soon to help meet the burgeoning

T

needs for improvement in junior college li-
braries service.

The concern of the members of the ACRL
Grants Committee about the lack of increased
funds to support the growing demands for li-
brary improvement has resulted in a number
of meetings to determine ways to secure ad-
ditional funds. These efforts should prove fruit-
ful in the near future.

My travels during the year have enabled me
to participate, sometimes as a speaker, in the
state meeting of the New York Library Associ-
ation, a regional conference of the North Cen-
tral States, the Eastern College Librarians Con-
ference, a colloquium of the library school of
the University of lllinois, the national confer-
ences of the American Association of Junior
Colleges, the Association of American Colleges,
and the National Association of Student Per-
sonnel Administrators, the Third Annual Con-
ference on Junior College Libraries in Illinois,
and a conference of the Minnesota Junior Col-
lege Faculty Association. In other travels, |
met a number of times with the ACRL Presi-
dent to review and plan ACRL activities, with
Eric Wormald, vice president, Association of
American Colleges, and William Shannon, as-
sociate executive director, American Associa-
tion of Junior Colleges, to discuss our coopera-
tive programs, and with the various units of
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ACRL to help in planning preconferences, con-
ference programs, on-going and new programs.
Most satisfying was the meeting of the ACRL
Ad Hoc Committee on University Library
Standards, which led to the establishment of
the ACRL/ARL Committee on University Li-
brary Standards.

After five years, | suppose | should provide
words of wisdom about the future of ACRL,
but, if 1 have not been doing this during the
past five years, | won’t start now, but shall
leave that to the future officers and the incom-
ing executive secretary, when appointed. Any-
way, ACRL has a very good unit for this pur-
pose in its Planning and Action Committee,
consisting of the current and a number of past
officers.

I was so pleased that Katharine Stokes
agreed last year to assume the position of Col-
lege and University Library Specialist, Library
Planning and Development Branch, Division of
Library Services and Educational Facilities, in
the U.S. Office of Education, providing a di-
rect channel of communication with our ACRL
membership, and reporting to us through CRL
News. There could be no one better able to
represent ACRL than one of its most successful
presidents.

I leave the ACRL office with real satisfaction
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that there is much on-going activity, with a
sense of humility that | have been so fortunate
to work closely with the best librarians in the
college, university, research, and special fields.
I suspect there is no other position in the
United States which provides this opportunity.
I wish to express my deep appreciation to the
members and officers of ACRL, and to David
H. CIlift, executive director, American Library
Association, for providing this rewarding op-
portunity. | also hasten to note the tremendous
satisfaction it has been to work with such a
capable, knowledgeable, and devoted staff, as
we have at the American Library Association.
If any member or non-member does not be-
lieve in the American Library Association and
what it stands for, I recommend exposure to
the ALA staff for a while. | accepted my po-
sition because | was strongly convinced of the
value of ALA as our national organization—
working here has made me eager to expound
about this.

Guidance for my work during these five
years has been secured from many loyal mem-
bers, but the real guidance has come from my
colleagues here at ALA, especially the other
executive secretaries, whose doors were always
open when “yours truly” frequently barged in!
But | cannot leave my position without saying
that I've had two really great bosses: Mrs.
Grace T. Stevenson, until the spring of 1965,
and Ruth Warncke, since June 1965, who
have served as Deputy Executive Director in
charge of Division Services, and who have
counseled wisely and patiently.

Lastly, 1 wish to express my appreciation to
the other members of the ACRL staff, who
have provided the backbone of support and, |
fear, are too often overlooked when credit is
given. These now include Santa Dimiceli, sen-
ior secretary, Helen Evans, junior secretary,
and Mary Falvey, who has been serving as
the publications officer for ACRL and will be
moving to the new position as Managing Edi-
tor for the Central Production Unit. In her new
role, Mrs. Falvey will continue to be responsi-
ble for the production of College ir Research
Libraries. In addition, there are now the two
ACRL projects: The Junior College Library
Information Center under the direction of Peg-
gy Sullivan and her secretary; and CHOICE
under the editorship of Peter Doiron and a
very excellent supporting staff, the latter lo-
cated in Middletown, Connecticut. CHOICE is
now well known for its continuing success and
The Information Center is also in capable
hands.

It is satisfying to leave the activities of
ACRL in the hands of a staff which shall ably
carry on the ACRL activities until a new ex-
ecutive secretary is found to assume the po-
sition.—George M. Bailey. 1]
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WIDENER LIBRARY SHELFLIST

This important bibliographical series lists the holdings of Harvard’s central research collection.
Reproduced from computer printouts in an 8% X 11 inch format, these volumes list books
in classified order and also, in most cases, by author and by date of publication. The earlier
volumes are in upper case computer type with approximately 60 entries per page, while the
more recent ones are in upper and lower case with 85 entries per page. Volumes now in pre-
paration will be done by computerized photo-typesetting techniques which will further improve
the quality and increase the page density.

NOW AVAILABLE:

1 CRUSADES. 1965. Out of print.
2. AFRICA. 1965. 790_FB,, 13,335 titles. $25.00 )
3. TWENTIETH-CENTURY RUSSIAN LITERATURE. 1965. 428 pp., 9,430 titles.

$20.00

4. RUSSIAN HISTORY SINCE 1917. 1966. 698 pp., 13,722 titles. $30.00

56. LATIN AMERICA. 1966. 1,492 pp., 27,292 titles. 2 vols., $65.00

7. BIBLIOGRAPHY. 1966. 1,066 pp., 19,643 titles. $40.00

8. REFERENCE COLLECTIONS. 1966. 187 pp., 4,300 titles. $10.00

9-13. AMERICAN HISTORY. 1967. 4,087 pp., 83,867 titles. 5 vols., $175.00

14. CHINA, JAPAN AND KOREA. 1968. 494 fé’ 11,388 titles. $25.00

15. PERIODICAL CLASSES. 1968. 758 p;)., ,685 titles. $25.00

16-17. EDUCATION. 1968. 1,610 pp., 32,722 titles. 2 vols., $60.00

18. LITERATURE: General and Comparative. 1968. 189 pp., 5,065 titles. $10.00

19. SOUTHERN ASIA: Afghanistan, Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia, Ceylon, India, Laos,
Malaya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sikkim, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 1968. 543
%p., 10,292 titles. $20.00 )

20. CANADIAN HISTORY AND LITERATURE. 1968. 411 pp., 10,212 titles. $17.50

IN PREPARATION:

LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE. 1968. 15,000 titles. $20.00

GOVERNMENT. 1968. 7,000 titles.

ECONOMICS. 1969. 60,000 titles. 2 vols.

SLAVIC HISTORY AND LITERATURES: Russia and the Soviet Union. 1969. 56,000
titles, gwill supersede Nos. 3 and 4.) 2 vols. . )
SLAVIC HISTORY AND LITERATURES: Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and
Bulgaria. 1969. 50,000 titles. 2 vols.

CELTIC LITERATURE. 1969. 7.200 titles.

AMERICAN LITERATURE. 1969. 55,000 titles. 2 vols.

Information subject to change.

Distributed for the Harvard University Library. Volumes may be ordered separately, or

standing orders may be placed for the entire series. Write for descriptive brochure. All orders
and requests for information should be sent to

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS

79 Garden Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
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