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W a s h in g to n  H o t l in e
Lynne E. Bradley and 
Camille Bowman

M uch to  an tic ip a te — lit t le  to  rep o rt 
Since Congress w ent into recess in Decem ber, 
there  is little n ew  action to  report. H ow ever, 
by  the tim e you  read  this colum n, the second 
sess io n  o f  th e  108th C ongress w ill h av e  al­
ready convened  January  20, 2004.

Ending th e  firs t session
News reports across the country have described 
h o w  first th e  H ouse  an d  th en  the  Senate re ­
cessed before com pleting FY2004 A ppropria­
tions bills. Both the House and  Senate did pass 
a continuing resolution that funded the federal 
governm ent at prorated FY2003 appropriations 
levels th rough January  31, 2004.

Congress m ay pass the “m ini-bus” bill that 
ro lled  into o n e  the seven  rem aining, i.e., no t 
vo ted  upon , funding bills that include educa­
tion funding o f all types. A chart outlining the 
funding for key library program s is available at 
th e  ALA W eb site  a t w w w .a la .o rg /w ash o ff  
under “Issues” and  “Funding.”

Efforts to  ad d  o n  bills as riders to  FY2004 
a p p ro p ria tio n s  b ills such  as H.R. 1157, the  
Freedom  to Read Protection Act, w ere unsuc­
cessful. All o f  th e  bills tha t a ttem p t to  “fix” 
th e  USA PATRIOT Act, inc lud ing  th o se  tha t 
address specific library concerns, will be  key 
action items for grassroots lobbying by the li­
brary community.

Looking to  th e  second session
D o no t u nderra te  the extrem e im portance of 
grassroots lobbying during this last half of the 
108th Congress, which, you may have noticed, 
is also a presidential election year. Expect an  
extremely partisan approach to all issues. This 
will be especially evident with respect to fund­
ing for h ig h er education , fund ing  for the  Li­
b rary  Services an d  T ech n o lo g y  Act (LSTA), 
PATRIOT Act am endm ents, and copyright bills
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su ch  as th e  d a tab ase  bill, H.R. 3261, w h ich  
ALA opposes.

At this w riting, th e  P res id en t’s p ro p o se d  
b u d g e t fo r FY2005 h as  n o t b e e n  re lea sed . 
ALA is seek in g  in c rea sed  fu n d in g  for LSTA 
o f $300 m illion  to  h e lp  s u p p o r t  th e  n e e d s  
of academ ic, school, and  public libraries now  
en co m p assed  in LSTA program s.

P lease subscribe  to  ALAWON to stay up- 
to -d a te  o n  federa l leg isla tive a n d  po licy  is­
s u e s . I n s t r u c t io n s  o n  s u b s c r ib in g  to  
ALAWON can  b e  fo u n d  o n  th e  ALA W ash­
in g to n  O ffice  W eb s ite  a t w w w .a la .o rg /  
w ashoff n ear the  bo ttom  o f the  page. W atch 
fo r a n d  re s p o n d  to  “A ction  A lerts” ca lling  
fo r  lo ca l a d v o cacy , w h e re  m essa g e s  from  
c o n stitu en ts  w ill n e e d  to  b e  very  lo u d  an d  
very  clear in o rder to  secure increased  fu n d ­
ing for lib rary  an d  lib rary -re lated  p rogram s 
in th e  cu rren t po litical env ironm en t.

Finally, p lan  o n  partic ipating  in N ational 
Library Legislative D ay events o n  May 3 and  
4, 2004, in  W ash in g to n , D .C. C h eck  w ith  
state chap ters o r con tac t the  Legislative Day 
coord inator, Camille B ow m an, at (800) 941- 
8478 o r cbow m an@ alaw ash .o rg .

Also w a tch  fo r recen t p u b lica tio n s from  
staff at the  O ffice for In fo rm atio n  T ech n o l­
o g y  P o licy  (O IT P ). F rom  th e  O ITP b o o k ­
shelf: C arrie Lowe, In te rn e t p o licy  sp ec ia l­
ist, a lo n g  w ith  h e r  c o -a u th o rs  M ichael B. 
E ise n b e rg  a n d  K a th le e n  L. S p itzer, w ro te  
In fo rm a tio n  Literacy: E ssentia l Skills f o r  the  
In fo rm a tio n  A ge  (2004, Libraries Unlimited). 
C alled  “th e  defin itive  w o rk  o n  in fo rm ation  
lite racy ,” th e  b o o k  ex p lo res  m any  facets o f 
th e  c o n cep t, in c lu d in g  its h istory , th e  e c o ­
nom ic perspective, K-12 education and  stan­
dards, higher education, and  m ore. In fo rm a ­
tion  Literacy: Essential Skills fo r  the In fo rm a ­
tio n  A g e  is ava ilab le  from  Libraries U nlim ­
ited  at w w w .lu .co m .

P lus, lib ra rian s  ca n  a n tic ip a te  th e  Ju n e  
release o f Com plete Copyright: A n  Everyday  
G uide fo r  L ib ra ria n s↑yy  Carrie Russell, ALA’s 
copyrigh t specialist. ■
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