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ADAM : Access: h ttp ://ad am .ac .uk .

ADAM — the A lt, D esign, Architecture and  

M edia in fo rm ation  gatew ay— is a catalog o f 

Internet resources that is b e ing  created by  a 

team  o f professional librarians for the h igher 

education com m unity  in  the U nited K ingdom .

ADAM  focuses o n  Internet sites that m atch 

a specific set o f criteria deve loped  by the 

team  and  pub lished  o n  the W eb site. The 

team  catalogs qua lity  sites that are kept up- 

to-date and  considered authoritative, accu­

rate, and  w ith in  the scope o f the subjects 

covered w ith in  the catalog. The subject ar­

eas in c luded  are app lie d  arts, architecture, 

design, fine art, m ed ia , m useum  studies and  

conservation, theory, and  professional prac­

tices related to the subject areas.

As this is a selective catalog, at the tim e 

o f the review , the catalog  on ly  con ta ined  

slightly m ore than  1,700 items. However, the 

gatew ay is be ing  added  to continuous ly  and  

in  the period  o f one  w eek, m ore than  80 

add itio na l item s had  been  added.

The A D A M  W eb site and  the search en­

g ine  for the site use D u b lin  Core m etadata 

to enhance searching. Searching the catalog 

can be  done  in  a s im ple  m ode  or th rough 

the “Power Search,” w h ich  supports advanced 

search ing  in c lu d in g  tru n ca tio n , b o o le a n , 

phrase searching, and  the ab ility  to lim it to 

ind iv idua l fields.

In  do ing  som e sam ple searches o n  in d i­

v idua l artists and  architects, the results were 

fairly lim ited , bu t in  com parison w ith  do ing  

a search o n  the Internet, they are m uch  m ore 

focused and  the results are w e ll suited for 

research purposes.

M y first attem pt to search “G a insbo rough” 

resulted in  n o  hits, w h ich  w as a surprise 

based o n  the source o f the index ing, b u t the

results vary by  artist. A  keyw ord search for 

“Mary Cassatt” and  “Renoir” each resulted in 

on ly  one record; however, a search for “Frank 

Lloyd W right” retrieved a m uch  m ore varied 

list o f 15 resources.

As each record does inc lude  a list o f sub­

ject headings, w hen  results are few , one  can 

expand  a search. Thus choosing  to search 

by “im pressionist" allow s one  to retrieve re­

lated artists as w ell as sites that have a broader 

focus than  any sing le  ind iv id ua l artist.

W hen  a search does result in  n o  items 

be ing  fo und , ADAM  provides a lin k  to  an 

add itiona l search engine— “M am m a”— w h ich  

searches som e o f the m ajor search engines 

(A lta  V is ta , E x c ite , In fo s e e k , L y cos , 

W ebcraw ler a n d  Y ahoo!) sim ultaneously  o n  

the Internet. Thus w h ile  on ly  one  site was 

fo un d  in  A DAM  on  “Mary Cassatt,” “M am m a” 

retrieved 64 W eb sites.

Entries are fully searchable w ith in  the cata­

log  o n  ADAM  and  provide a com ple te  de­

scription for each W eb site, a list subject terms 

(inc lud ing  D ew ey D ecim al call num bers), the 

URI, and  a un ique  identifier called “R O A D ,” 

w h ich  is based o n  the software used to de ­

ve lop  the gatew ay.

T im e periods are inc luded  w ith in  the sub­

ject fie ld  and  this is one  o f the special fea­

tures that enhances searching. The “O p tio n  

Search” feature provides the ab ility  to search 

w ith in  the title, subject fields or descriptors, 

and  allow s one  to do  a m ore precise search.

O n e  annoy ing  feature is the “v iew  fu ll 

ADAM  record” lin k  as part o f the record, 

w h ich  if selected reveals a b lank  page.

N evertheless, the pro ject itself, o ne  o f 

several that is currently underw ay  to p ro ­

v ide  gatew ays to selected qua lity  resources 

o n  the W eb by top ical areas, is a g ood  start­

ing  po in t for research in  the arts fields. This 

is a respectable site to  locate exam ples o f art 

w orks w ith  high-quality graph ic im ages as 

w ell as authoritative inform ation o n  ind iv idual 

subjects and  can on ly  im prove as the project 

expands and  the team  continues to  add  to
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the database.—  Teresa Fishel, M acalester Col­

lege; fishel@ m acalester.edu

G o o g le ! S e a rc h  E n g in e . Access: h ttp :// 

w w w .goog le .com .

Chances are that you have never heard o f 

the Google! search engine. It is not a major 

player in  the W eb search engine game, and 

most o f its prom otion has had to rely on word 

o f m outh. Too bad, because Google! offers 

pow erful searching features, a stream line de­

sign, and ease o f use that m ake it a valuable 

research tool.

At first glance, its sim ple user interface 

can be m isleading. W hat goes on  beh ind  the 

scenes o f this search engine is actually quite 

sophisticated. Google! is the outcom e o f three 

years o f research in W eb searching at the 

Stanford University Computer Science Depart­

ment by its founders, Sergey Brin and Larry 

Page. Each search looks at “over a b illion  

hyperlinks” on  the W eb to see w ho  is po in t­

ing to w hom , w ith the idea that im portant 

W eb pages po in t to other im portant Web 

pages. The real beauty o f G oogle! though, 

for librarians w ho  teach users how  to search 

the Web, is in  its front-end design and search­

ing features.

The first th in g  you  w ill no tice  abou t 

Google! is w hat’s not there. No clutter. U n­

like Infoseek, Excite, LYCOS, and some o f 

the other m ajor portals, this search engine is 

lean and clean. There are no  unw anted ad ­

vertisements, teasers, or distracting links, just 

a sim ple box for your search query, a couple 

o f buttons, and an option  to learn more about 

Google! and  w hat it can do. That’s it.

Like m any on line  library catalogs and 

periodical indexes, G oogle! assumes AND 

between search terms instead o f OR . In  most 

other W eb search engines, it’s the other way 

around . G oog le ! ignores com m on  w ords 

(stopw ords) such as “the” and “o f,” and it 

does not stem words. If  you are searching 

for co lon cancer, you w ill not retrieve pages 

dealing w ith colonies or colonels w ith can­

cer, that is, unless they in  fact m ention colon 

cancer. Google! is not perfect. It does not of­

fer truncation or true Boolean searching, but

it does offer some other nice search features.

Just like w ith  any new  search engine, you 

should always read the he lp  screens before 

d iv ing in. Google! uses some o f the same 

searching techniques you have come to know  

w hen using the advanced search m odes in 

AltaVista, LYCOS, and others. Operators such 

as the double  quotation marks (“ “) that a l­

low  you to search for bound  phrases, and 

the plus sign ( “+”) and m inus sign ( “-”) that 

allow  you to require and  prohib it terms are 

all here. There is no  “advanced search” m ode 

w ith Google! The single search m ode recog­

nizes all o f these operators.

Som ething un ique  to G oogle! is the “I ’m 

Feeling Lucky” button. C licking this autom ati­

cally takes you to the first W eb page returned 

for your query. Some students and librarians 

I know  swear by it. The librarian and pur­

veyor o f critical th ink ing  in  m e makes me 

suspect. You be the judge.

Search engines are getting better. Increas­

ingly, students and other library users w ant to 

know  how  to perform  exact W eb searches, 

rather than sift through a thousand or so Web 

pages. Search engines like Google! present an 

alternative to the major commercial portals that 

cater to less selective users w ho search the 

Internet primarily for recreation. Googleí’s fo­

cus on the searcher and no-nonsense design 

make it a useful instructional tool for librar­

ians.— Bryan S inclair, University o f North Caro­

lin a  a t Asheville; sinclair@ bulldog.unca.edu  ■

(W ashing ton H o tline  con t. fro m  page 476) 

the DM CA safe harbor provisions for OSPs. 

O f course each institution needs to evaluate 

these letters on  a case-by-case basis as it re­

ceives them , and  at all times consult its legal 

counsel w hen fram ing its response.

The O ffice  o f In fo rm ation  Technology 

Policy is continu ing  to m onitor the im ple­

m entation o f the DM CA and to develop more 

detailed interpretations o f its very hazy and 

com plex provisions as they evolve. You can 

he lp  by sending us examples o f letters or 

other contacts citing the act that you may 

receive from  the content providers, as w ell 

as letting us know  how  you responded to 

them . Contact Rick W eingarten, director o f 

the ALA O ffice o f Inform ation Technology 

Policy, 1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Suite 

403, W ashington, D .C. 20004 or phone  (800) 

941-8478 or e-mail: rww@ alawash.org. ■

mailto:fishel@macalester.edu
http://www.google.com
mailto:sinclair@bulldog.unca.edu
mailto:rww@alawash.org


4 8 2  /  C&RL N e w s  ■ J u n e  1999


