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End game strategy
As the H ouse and  Senate proceed  tow ard the 
e n d  o f  th e  107th C ongress, the re  are key  li­
brary-related bills and proposals left up-in-the- 
air. At this w riting, no  final ac tion  has b e e n  
com pleted  in the H ouse on  the M useum  and 
L ibrary Services Act, H.R. 3784, w h ich  in ­
cludes the  reauthorization  o f  the  Library Ser­
vices and Technology Act (LSTA). LSTA serves 
all types o f libraries, including academ ic and 
school libraries, that receive m oney and  b en ­
efit from  lead e rsh ip  an d  sta te -b ased  direct 
grants and networks.

It is now  rum ored that key  House majority 
leaders will no t bring the bill to  a floor vote 
unless funding-level language is w eakened  to 
“such sum s as m ay be. . . This is disturbing, 
indeed, since there w ere unanim ous bipartisan 
votes in both the pertinent House subcom mit­
tee  an d  full com m ittee w ith  language au tho­
rizing up  to $300 million, about an 80 percent 
increase over the next five years from current 
funding levels. M eanwhile the Senate, recog­
nizing the  n eed  for im proved funding levels 
for library programs, is standing fast for autho­
rizing LSTA u p  to  $350 m illion in its bill, S. 
2611. For an  u p d a te  o n  the  sta tu s o f  H.R. 
3784, check our Web site at: h ttp ://w w w .ala . 
org /w ashoff/fund ing /h tm l.

It is also unclear w hether there will be  the 
time and the will for the H ouse and Senate to 
com plete  all o f their w ork  on  e-governm ent 
leg islation . T he Senate has S. 803, w h ich  is 
very similar to the House bill, H.R. 2458, which 
has n o w  passed  com m ittee. W atch ALAWON 
for a repo rt o r check  our Web site at: h ttp ://  
W W W . ala/o rg /w ashoff/governm entinfo .htm l.

But good new s prevails with passage of the 
TEACH A ct, w h ic h  is w a it in g  fo r  th e  
P residen t’s signature. O nce it is signed, ALA 
will be conducting a m ajor outreach initiative 
to inform the academic library community and 
o thers about the TEACH Act, w hich  updates 
copyright provisions to prov ide for distance 
learning. Again, all types of libraries will ben-
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efit from  this legislation. See our Web site at; 
h ttp : / /  W W W . a la . o rg /w ashoff/d is te d . h tm l.

A stan d o ff co n tin u es o n  FY2003 a p p ro ­
priations. C ontinu ing  reso lu tions (CRs) are 
being passed  to fund the federal governm ent 
through early November. But it is reported that 
little actual negotiating o n  FY2003 appropria­
tions has occurred , and  w e can  expect these 
CRs to be renew ed. There will be  a lame duck 
session after the Novem ber elections, w hich is 
perhaps w hy appropriations discussions have 
stalled.

W ith close battles for con tro l o f bo th  the 
House and the Senate, m any are waiting to see 
w h a t the  n ew  C ongress will lo o k  like. The 
November 5 election could immediately deter­
m ine, at least tem porarily, the m akeup  of the 
Senate, Because it is a special election for the 
Senate  slo t p re sen tly  h e ld  by Senator Je an  
Carnahan (D-Missouri), if she is not reelected, 
the Senate will return immediately back to Re­
publican  control. If overall Republicans p re ­
vail, th en  the  Senate w ould  stay Republican. 
If the Dem ocrats w in  m ore Senate seats, then  
the Senate w ould  retu rn  to D em ocrat control 
in January, even if Carnahan loses.

As the “end gam e” strategy continues on all 
sides, watch for “Christmas tree” bills, where some 
bills are added onto other completely unrelated 
legislation in order to get passed. (Rather like add­
ing cars to a moving train.) While w e have pre­
vailed in fighting passage of database legislation 
(see http://www.ala.org/washoff/database.html) 
thus far, this is a critical time for the library com­
munity to be cautious and scrutinize all kinds of 
legislation. This is also being done on the hom e­
land security proposals.

Even as Washington is agonizingly moving to­
w ard the end  of the 107th Congress, people are 
already anticipating issues for the 108th. Key higher 
education groups have begun to meet because of 
the need to reauthorize the Higher Education Act 
(HEA) in the com ing year. ALA will be partici­
pating in some of those key discussions and re­
porting back to ACRL and others. Watch for more 
information as w e prepare for the next Congress. 
Grassroots efforts from the academic library com­
munity will be needed during the 108th on HEA 
and other issues. ■
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