News from the Field

ACQUISITIONS

« The CI’OSby Library, Gonzaga University,
Spokane, Washington, has recently added to its
Crosbyana Collection five new gold records,
additional volumes of the original scripts of the
Jack Benny radio show, and an oil painting of
Bing Crosby by the California artist Anton Jovick.

The library’s Rare Book Collection has acquired
Otto Van Veen’s Life of St. Thomas Aquinas,
published in Antwerp in 1610. The volume is
composed of engraved plates illustrating scenes
from the saint’s life, each accompanied by a short
paragraph of text.

= A nineteenth-century hand printing press, in
working condition, has been donated to Stan-
ford University in memory of the late Bruce
Bliven, Stanford alumnus, author, and a former
editor of the New Republic magazine.

The press, given by the Associates of the Stan-
ford University Libraries, is an improved Albion
Press, manufactured about 1860 by Walker
Brothers of London. It has already made its
debut as a working press at Stanford by produc-
ing a keepsake at the time of its presentation to
the university.

e The University of Louisville Library has
recently acquired a substantial addition to its col-
lection of first editions in mathematics and as-
tronomy from the estate of the late William Mar-
shall Bullitt, former solicitor general of the
United States, himself an amateur mathematician.

Combining his usual meticulous approach with
characteristic élan, Bullitt challenged Harlow
Shapley, G. H. Hardy, and Eric Temple Bell to
draft a list of the twenty-five greatest mathemati-
cians of all time—which they did. With the help
of his good friend A. S. W. Rosenbach, Bullitt set
out to acquire the first editions of the printed
works of the twenty-five “greats,” starting with
the top three contenders: Archimedes, Newton,
and Gauss. Successful in this, he expanded his
search to include Apollonius of Perga, Coper-
nicus, Descartes, Diophantus, Einstein, Euclid,
Euler, Galilei, Kepler, Pascal, Riemann, and the
other names on his list.

After Bullitt’s death, the University Library re-
ceived (between 1958 and 1960) an initial gift of
100 of the most valuable rarities from the collec-
tion. The arrival of the rest of the collection in
1978 showed that Bullitt had collected the princi-
pal works of no fewer than sixty “greats” in 370
separate title entries. Notable among the titles
are the “Halifax” Principia of Newton (with the
author’s holograph corrections on the errata leaf);
the first and second editions of Copernicus’ De
Revolutionibus (1543 and 1566); the Narratio
Prima of Rheticus (Danzig, 1540); a near mint
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copy of the first printed edition of Euclid’s Ele-
ments in original Venetian binding (Ratdolt,
1482); first editions of the Bernoulli family; the
extant works of the tragic young French genius
Evariste Galois; presentation copies to Bullitt of
Einstein’s Zur Electrodynamik bewegter Korper
(1905) and his Relativitatstheorie (1916); and the
1832-33 Janos & Farkas Bolyai treatises on non-
Euclidean geometry, the appendix to which Hal-
sted refers to as “the most extraordinary two
dozen pages in the history of human thought.”

HARPER’S BOOK DEAL
REMEMBERED AT CHICAGO

While on vacation in Germany in 1891, before
taking up his duties as first president of the Uni-
versity of Chicago, William Rainey Harper ar-
ranged to purchase the complete stock—about
450,000 items—of Calvary and Company, a Ber-
lin antiquarian book dealer.

Harper, who wished to create a great univer-
sity in the shortest possible time, hoped that his
bold move would focus national attention on the
new university and bring money, faculty, and
students, as well as books, to the south Chicago
campus.

Attention it did bring. The New York Times
printed a front-page article that described the ac-
quisition as “one of the largest book deals ever
consummated in America.”

Although Chicago’s trustees were at first wor-
ried that raising money for the purchase would
hurt efforts to obtain money for buildings, Harper
was able to persuade nine businessmen on the
board to contribute $43,000 to buy the books,
and the deal was consummated.

A scholar who was being lured to the new fac-
ulty wrote to Harper: “You have accomplished
the incredible. And the manner of the doing of it
is @ most hopeful omen; for you have touched the
heart and opened the purse of Chicago. ... ”

The Berlin purchase formed the base of a col-
lection that by 1896 was the second largest held
by a university in the United States. “In one
stroke, as it were,” says Robert Rosenthal,
curator of special collections at the university,
“the library had books on many subjects, some of
which were not to become academically favored
for decades to come.”

In mid-April, the University of Chicago Library
opened an exhibition of books and manuscripts
from the Berlin Collection to commemorate
Harper’s purchase. [ L]
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AWARDS

= Ralph E. McCoy, now completing a year as
interim director of libraries, University of Geor-
gia, Athens, was awarded the Distinguished
Service Award by Southern Illinois University,
Carbondale, at their commencement on May 12.

McCoy had served for more than twenty years
as director of the libraries and later as dean of
library affairs at Southern Illinois University.
When he began his work at Carbondale in 1955,
the university library held approximately 160,000
volumes; at the time of his retirement in 1976,
the library had grown to nearly 1.5 million vol-
umes, making it the forty-second largest univer-
sity library in the nation.

GRANTS

e The Center for
Chicago, Illinois, has received two grants from
the Ford Foundation. The center will use the
first grant of $19,500 to draw up plans for new
acquisition programs covering East Asia, the
Middle East, and Eastern Europe and to make
plans for expanding the existing African and Latin
American programs to include current materials.
The center will use the second grant of $21,166
to study the feasibility of constructing a national
union catalog of East Asian monographic mate-
rials.

= The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has
awarded a $35,000 grant to the Cieverand
Museum of Art. The grant will provide start-up
and operating funds for the museum s library to
join the Research Libraries Information Network
(RLIN). Under a plan designed by Jack Perry
Brown, head librarian of the Cleveland Museum
of Art, the art libraries of the Art Institute of

Research Libraries,

Contact Mexican Embassy
for Lost Books

American Libraries reported in May that
Mexican authorities had arrested two Ameri-
cans for using phony interlibrary loan requests
from fictitious Mexican institutions to obtain
thousands of rare and expensive books from
the United States.

The Mexican Embassy in Washington is
now inviting libraries that may have lost books
to this scheme to write or call the embassy
and provide as much information as they can
about their suspected losses so that volumes
recovered can be returned as soon as possible.

Libraries wishing to report losses or to re-
quest additional details should contact
Rosamaria Casas, Cultural Attache, Mexican
Embassy, 2829 16th St., NW, Washington,
DC 20009; (202) 234-6000.—Dennis Dickin-
son, University of Kentucky Libraries.

Chicago and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York will join with Cleveland in participat-
ing in the RLIN system.

e The Research Libraries Group (RLG) has
received a new $1-million grant to support the
development of a national cooperative network of
research libraries. The Andrew W. Mellon Foun-
dation of New York has awarded $1 million to
RLG, bringing foundation support for RLG’s de-
velopment program to $2 million since the first of
the year. RLG has already received grants total-
ing $1 million from the Carnegie Corporation of
New York and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.

« The School of Library Science,
College, Boston, Massachusetts, has received
two grants from the U.S. Office of Education.
The first, a research and demonstration grant for
$99,806, will support a project entitled “A Re-
gional Investigation of the Citizen’s Information
Needs in New England.”

The second grant is for two library training
doctoral fellowships. The fellowships will be used
to encourage qualified minorities and women to
pursue the doctor of arts program in library ad-
ministration. The fellowship period can begin
either with the fall semester, September 1979, or
with the spring semester, January 1980. More in-
formation can be obtained from Fellowship Proj-
ect Director, Dr. Ching-chih Chen, School of Li-
brary Science, Simmons College, 300 The Fen-
way, Boston, MA 02115; (617) 738-2224.

« The Japan Foundation has awarded a $5,000
grant to the Asian Collection of the University
of Texas General Libraries, Austin. The grant
will be used to purchase English- and Japanese-
language monographs on Japanese culture, his-
tory, and literature. The Asian Collection’s hold-
ings include approximately 135,000 volumes on
South Asia and East Asia.

Simmons

MEETINGS

August 27-September 1. The International
Federation of Library Associations and In-
stitutions Will hold its forty-fifth Congress and
Council Meeting in Copenhagen. The theme of
the conference will be “Library Legislation.” The
program will consist of two theme sessions (the
first focusing on library legislation and the second
on copyright) and approximately 170 planned
meetings of the eight divisions and twenty-eight
sections and other specialized groups.

For registration information, contact: 45th
IFLA Congress, ¢/o DIS Congress Service, 3,
Knabrostraede, DK-1210, Copenhagen K,
Denmark.

September 27-28:
Academic Librarians Will hold its fall conference
at the Quality Inn, Madison, Wisconsin. Confer-
ence theme is “Evaluation of Library Services,”
featuring: Thomas Galvin, University of
Pittsburgh; Michael Gorman, AACR 2; Arthur
Tannenbaum, New York University; Carolyn

Wisconsin Association of
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Snyder, Indiana University; Jeff Gardiner, ARL
office; and others. Contact: Linda Olson or John
J. Jax, Pierce Library, University of Wisconsin-
Stout, Menomonie, W1 54751; (715) 232-2128.

October 12-14: The North East Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies Will hold its Third
Annual Meeting at the University of Toronto. For
information, write Patricia Bruckmann, Trinity
College, Toronto, ON MS5S 1H8, or Brian Cor-
man, Erindale College, Mississauga, ON L5L
1C6.

October 31: The Archives-L ibraries Com-
mittee of the African Studies Association Will
hold its annual meeting in conjunction with the
twenty-second annual conference of the African
Studies Association at the Los Angeles Hilton
Hotel. Topics on the agenda include discussions
of bibliographical needs and cataloging problems
and a panel on the subject “African Government
Archives and the Expatriate Researcher.” Contact
Elizabeth A. Widenmann, Herbert Lehman
Library, Columbia University, New York, NY
10027.

MISCELLANY

e On Charter Day, April 5, the General Li-
brary at the University of California, Berke-
1ey, celebrated the acquisition of its five mil-
lionth volume, A Companion to California, writ-
ten by James D. Hart, professor of English and
director of the Bancroft Library. In ceremonies
commemorating the founding of the university,
Erich S. Gruen, professor of history and chair of
the Academic Senate Library Committee, on be-
half of the faculty, presented the five millionth
volume to Joseph A. Rosenthal, acting university
librarian. Among the speakers at these activities
were Peter Jay, British ambassador to the United
States, and Kingman Brewster, Jr., United States
ambassador to the United Kingdom.

e The Consortium of Rhode Istand
Academic and Research Libraries, an organiza—
tion of thirteen libraries based in Providence, is
now incorporated under the laws of Rhode Is-
land. The consortium has already begun coopera-
tive programs in interlibrary loan services and
acquisitions. It is planning a union list of serials
and other library holdings, a statewide directory
of the special collections and services of the
member libraries, and computerized biblio-
graphic search services.

Members of the consortium are Barrington Col-
lege, Brown University, Bryant College, Prov-
idence College, Providence Public Library,
Rhode Island College, Rhode Island Historical
Society, Rhode Island Junior College, Rhode Is-
land School of Design, Roger Williams College,
Salve Regina (the Newport College), United
States Naval War College, and the University of
Rhode Island.

The president of the consortium is Earl R.
Schwass, U.S. Naval War College Library. [ 1]
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DIRECTOR OF
UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES

Nominations and applications are invited for the
position of DIRECTOR OF UNIVERSITY LI-
BRARIES at State University of New York at Al-
bany, one of four university centers within the
state-wide SUNY system. The University Librar-
ies, a member of ARL, serve a campus commu-
nity of 14,500 students and 2200 faculty and
staff. The collections include 940,000 catalogued
volumes and support a wide range of doctoral
and research programs. The University Libraries
have a staff of 151 FTE, an acquisitions budget
of $1,116,000, an automated circulation system,
and an on-line computer based reference service.
Memberships include SUNY/OCLC network, Cen-
ter for Research Libraries, and the Capital District
Library Council.

Responsibilities: The Director reports to the
Vice President for Academic Affairs and is re-
sponsible for the administration of the library, its
staff, and its services; represents the University
Libraries' interests at a variety of campus and ex-
ternal levels; serves as a member of the Senate
University Library Council and the University
Council of Deans.

Desired Qualifications: Proven record of lead-
ership; MLS from an ALA accredited program;
additional graduate training (doctorate preferred);
substantial administrative experience; familiarity
with the operation in large academic or research
libraries; familiarity with modern library technol-
ogy; ability to relate and communicate effectively
with library staff, faculty, students, and adminis-
tration; evidence of significant professional and
scholarly attainment.

Position Open: August 1, 1979

Salary: Competitive
Nominations and applications should be re-
ceived by September 29, 1979.

Address replies to:

Dr. Ricardo Nirenberg

Chairman, Search Committee

c/o Director of Personnel, AD 319

The State University of New York at Albany

1400 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12222
SUNYA is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer. Applications from

minorities, women and handicapped are
especially welcome.

STATE UNIVERSITY
OF NEW YORK AT ALBANY





