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Building U.S./Greek library partnerships

by Beau David Case and Artemis Leontis

This timely conference on m odem  Greek 
collections, cosponsored by the Library 
of Congress (LC) and the Council on Libr

and Information Resources (with additional 
financial support provided by the publisher 
Chadwyck-Healey Ltd. and the Embassy of 
Greece), allowed us to reflect on the state of 
m odern  G reek collections in the U nited 
States, and libraries and archives in Greece.

Conference purpose and
background
In his letter o f invitation to the conference, 
John  Van O udenaren, chief o f the European 
Division at LC, w rote: “At a tim e w hen  in­
terest in M odern G reek is grow ing in the 
U nited States, American research  libraries 
have very incom plete holdings of materials 
that are needed by U.S.-based scholars work­
ing on the history, literature, and culture of 
G reece after 1400. At the sam e time, many 
Greek libraries face difficulties as they seek 
to  preserve, restore, catalog, and  provide 
access to their ow n rich holdings of G reek 
materials.

“There is thus a strong case for closer co­
operation  betw een  G reek and American li­
braries. In particular, there should be ways 
in w hich American libraries can augm ent 
their research  holdings by w orking w ith

a

G reek libraries in microfilming, digital ac­
cess, and o ther projects.”

ry 
Conference program : Greek and 
Am erican perspectives
The first tw o sessions offered professional 
assessm ents o f the holdings, as well as the 
needs and priorities o f G reek libraries and 
archives, and  m odern  G reek collections in 
the United States.1 Both groups profiled their 
libraries and collections, their particular needs, 
and their national collaboration efforts.

Because conference papers will soon be 
posted  on the LC E uropean Division W eb 
site (h ttp ://w w w .loc .gov /rr/eu ropean), w e 
will no t duplicate the very useful descrip­
tions o f the various G reek collections, bu t 
instead will concentrate on recurring themes 
and  specific proposals for collaboration.

Session I—the Greek perspective
R epresentatives o f G reek libraries and  ar­
chives described a situation w here libraries 
are rich in materials bu t poor in funding. A 
first step to  bringing these resources to  the 
attention  of users is to inform them  about 
collections and archives: what there is, where 
it is, and how  to obtain access.

In order to m ake the most of existing ma­
terials, G reek and  American libraries must
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In order to make the most of 
existing materials, Greek and 
American libraries must establish 
formal exchanges.

establish formal exchanges. Toward this ef­
fort, the N ational Book Centre o f Greece 
offered to establish a clearinghouse for ac­
quisitions.

The following additional projects w ould 
require financial support: the creation of a 
database of periodicals and  books in print; 
the digitizing and microfilming of endan­
gered brittle materials; and  the publication 
of bibliographies in electronic form.

Participants also spoke of the need  to 
solve cataloging and autom ation problem s, 
including international standards for library 
autom ation and transliteration systems, the 
creation of authority  lists and  bilingual in­
form ation screens, and  the need  to  train 
Greek librarians in American library science. 
Finally, it w as reported  that university li­
braries are currently seeking to create acqui­
sitions and docum ent delivery schemes.

Session II—the American 
perspective
There are about a dozen public and university 
libraries with good, active m odem  Greek col­
lections. Collectively this assessment looks 
good, but each library faces several serious prob­
lems. First is overall collection weakness—both 
a lack of Greek imprints and incomplete peri­
odicals holdings.

This is com pounded by the second prob­
lem— difficulty in finding reliable distribu­
tors of Greek books and periodicals or unfa­
miliarity w ith the G reek publishing indus­
try.

Even those American libraries that do 
m anage to  acquire an  adequate  num ber of 
G reek materials face the third problem  of 
cataloging. There are too  few professional 
librarian catalogers in the United States who 
know  the G reek language— even  at the 
American libraries with major Greek collec­
tions.

The fourth  m ajor p rob lem  concerns 
American library users. M odern G reek col­
lections are scattered across the continent

and each library has entirely different hold­
ings, m any o f local interest. Knowledge of 
these  individual collections is no t well 
known.

Proposals fo r im provem ents
There was a wonderful working atmosphere 
in Sessions III and IV of the conference, as 
participants sought to find manageable ways 
to take concrete steps. There w ere some im­
p o r ta n t  b re a k th ro u g h s ,  to o . Io a n n a  
D im opoulou (D irector o f the N ational Li­
brary of G reece) announced  that the Na­
tional Library of G reece and LC w ould  b e ­
gin a program  of materials exchange.

Alexis D imaras (M oraitis School) pu t 
p roposals on  the table for discussion and 
implementation. The first step was to estab­
lish the “M odern G reek Collections W ork­
ing G roup ,” com posed o f those p resen t at 
the conference and others w ho wish to take 
part in the g roup ’s efforts. D imaras de­
scribed this as an ad hoc group, since it just 
so happened that important groups were not 
represented at the conference.

The second step was for Beau David Case 
to  create a mail list so that the w orking 
group could continue its discussions after the 
conference. The third step was for LC to cre­
ate a Web site with working documents, pa­
pers presented at the conference, and links 
to  G reek In ternet sites.

In the fourth step, participants accepted 
Dimitris G ondicas’s (Executive D irector, 
Program in Hellenic Studies, Princeton Uni­
versity) proposal to include a w orking ses­
sion on libraries at the November 1999 Mod­
ern Greek Studies Association (MGSA) Sym­
posium  at Princeton University.

The session will bring together scholars 
and  librarians so that librarians can update 
scholars on collections and electronic access, 
scholars can update  librarians on materials 
essential for collections, librarians can m eet 
to discuss their own collaborations, and pub­
lishers and distributors of Greek books and 
librarians/scholars can interact.

Finally, attendees committed themselves 
to task forces that w ould tackle the specific 
projects listed below.

• Acquisitions: to  create a list of G reek 
books and periodicals vendors used  by 
A m erican libraries o r recom m ended  by 
G reek libraries.
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• Archives: to  create a guide to  existing 
archives.

• Cataloging: to  study library catalog 
screens and their display of Greek-language 
and transliterated G reek authority records; 
possibility for standardization of G reek au ­
tom ated systems; potential cooperative cata­
loging projects; and  study o ther existing 
problems.

• Thomas Jefferson-A dam ãntios Koraïs 
Correspondence: to  bring together LC and 
Hios Library holdings and to consider how, 
w hen, and w here to  exhibit materials.

• Interlibrary Loan: to establish a consor­
tium of American and  G reek libraries that 
will lend and borrow  G reek-language mate­
rials free of charge am ong themselves.

• Periodicals: to create a union list of Greek- 
language periodicals, including data such as 
ISSN, price, and publisher; to document Ameri­
can holdings of these periodicals; and to 
strategize the acquisition of missing issues.

( “Academic library…  ” cont. from  page529)

authorized name headings to locate credible 
information on the Web.

Conclusion
Today’s academic library Web site has matured 
measurably from its early days. W orthwhile 
content and ease of navigation are becoming 
commonplace. As we move towards another 
generation of Web development, our polished 
and robust Web sites offer a solid infrastruc­
ture from which to build. We should be proud 
of our efforts.
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