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D eputy  D i r e c t o r ,  ALA W ash ing ton  O f f i c e

L a s t  m onth ACRL o f f i c e r s  and members i n  some o f  th e  key  s t a t e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by l e g i s l a t o r s  on c o n g r e s s io n a l  e d u c a t io n  su b c o m m itte e s  r e c e iv e d  th ro u g h  ACRL 
an u r g e n t  memo from  ACRL L e g i s l a t i o n  C om m ittee c h a i r  Nancy K ra n ic h  and m y s e lf  
u r g in g  l e t t e r s  to  C o n g ress  on HEA r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n .  The November C&RL NEWS had 
an a r t i c l e  by ACRL p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  S haron  R o g ers  on com m unica ting  w i th  C o n g re s s ,  
w i th  t i p s  on w r i t i n g  and l i s t s  o f  key  l e g i s l a t o r s .  The November 6 CHRONICLE 
OF HIGHER EDUCATION on p p . 13-15 p r o f i l e d  th e  S e n a te  e d u c a t io n  p a n e l ,  e x p l a i n
ed th e  p o w e rfu l  r o l e  o f  c o n g r e s s io n a l  s t a f f ,  and n o te d  th e  i n t e n s e  p r e s s u r e  in  
th e  S e n a te  to  keep  th e  HEA p r i c e  ta g  low .

The t im in g  o f  th e s e  i te m s  i s  n o t  a c o in c id e n c e .  I t ’ s a c r i t i c a l  t im e  in  
th e  HEA r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW IN WRITING LETTERS 
TO CONGRESS ON HEA LIBRARY PROGRAMS.

In  th e  H ouse: On November 6 House P o s ts e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t io n  S ubcom m ittee  
C hairm an W ill ia m  Ford  (D-MI) in t r o d u c e d  HR 3700 , a 6 1 2 -p ag e  5 - y e a r  e x te n s io n  
and amendment o f  th e  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n  A c t .  T i t l e  I I  o f  HR 3700 f o l l o w s ,  f o r  
th e  m ost p a r t ,  th e  ALA reco m m en d a tio n s  d e v e lo p e d  by ACRL.

Changes from c u r r e n t  law  i n  HR 3700 i n c l u d e :
1) A u th o r iz e s  $ 1 2 .5  m i l l i o n  f o r  I I - A  c o l l e g e  l i b r a r y  r e s o u r c e s  to  needy  

acad em ic  l i b r a r i e s .  G ra n ts  o f  b e tw een  $ 2 ,0 0 0  and $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  to  l i b r a r i e s  r a n k in g  
be low  th e  norm in  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l a s s  when s c o re d  f o r  b o th  “m a t e r i a l s  
e x p e n d i tu r e s /F T E  s t u d e n t ” and “vo lum es h e ld /F T E  s t u d e n t . ” L im ite d  fu n d in g  
w ould c a u se  f e w e r ,  n o t  s m a l l e r ,  g r a n t s  to  th e  m ost n e e d y .

2) A u th o r iz e s  $5 m i l l i o n  f o r  I I - B  l i b r a r y  t r a i n i n g  and r e s e a r c h .
3) A u th o r iz e s  $ 1 2 .5  m i l l i o n  f o r  I I - C  S t r e n g th e n in g  R e se a rc h  L ib r a r y  Re

s o u r c e s  p ro g ra m . P e rm i ts  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  do n o t  o th e r w is e  q u a l i f y  to  p ro
v id e  a d d i t i o n a l  d o c u m e n ta t io n  to  d e m o n s t r a te  n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i
can ce  f o r  s c h o l a r l y  r e s e a r c h  o f  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  d e s c r ib e d  i n  th e  g r a n t  p r o p o s a l .

4) D e le te s  I I -D  n a t i o n a l  p e r i o d i c a l  sy s tem  and s u b s t i t u t e s  I I -D  C o lle g e  
L ib r a r y  T ech n o lo g y  and C o o p e ra t io n  G r a n ts .

5) A u th o r iz e s  $1 m i l l i o n  u n d e r  HEA VI I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E d u c a t io n  P rogram s f o r  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  p e r i o d i c a l s .

HR 3700 r e p r e s e n t s  th e  b e s t  th e  l i b r a r y  com m unity can  a c h ie v e  i n  HEA e x te n
s i o n ,  and d e s e r v e s  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t .  The b i l l  c o u ld  f a c e  c u t s  on th e  House f l o o r ,
i n  c o n fe r e n c e  w i th  a S e n a te  b i l l ,  o r  to  a s s u r e  th e  P r e s i d e n t s  s i g n a t u r e .

In  th e  S e n a te :  The S e n a te  e d u c a t io n  su b co m m ittee  i s  d e v e lo p in g  a b i l l  to  
be in t r o d u c e d  b e f o r e  th e  end o f  th e  y e a r .  I t  may in c lu d e  o n ly  w hat i s  c u r
r e n t l y  fu n d ed  f o r  l i b r a r y  p ro g ram s— p e rh a p s  no I I - A ,  no I I - D ,  no g ro w th  room 
f o r  I I - B  o r  I I - C .

A c t io n  n e e d e d : W rite  to  y o u r S e n a to r  on th e  S e n a te  E d u c a t io n ,  A r ts  & Hum
a n i t i e s  S ubcom m ittee  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  ALA re c o m m e n d a tio n s . Urge y o u r R ep re
s e n t a t i v e  to  s u p p o r t  HR 3700 and show how i t  w i l l  h e lp  y o u r l i b r a r y  and u s e r s .

 


