Chinese government
releases Yongyi Song
Yongyi Song, head of technical ser
vices at Dickinson College in
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, was released
by the People’s Republic of China
in late January. He had been incar
cerated for six months under suspi
cion of illicit activities, including
stealing and buying state secrets. He
had traveled to China inJune 1999
with his wife to do research for a
book on the Chinese Cultural Revo
lution (C&RL News, October 1999).
Many worked for Yongyi’'s re
lease, and Dickinson President Wil
liam G. Durden expressed his grati
tude to Senator Arlen Specter (R-
Pennsylvania) for his efforts in se

curing the release, as well as to

More than 125 students learned about the world of
libraries during the ALA Divisions' Job Shadow Day,
February 2,2000. Here students tourthe Queens Borough
Public Library. A full compliment of the activities that took
place during Job Shadow Day will be shared in the April
issue of C&RL News and on the Job Shadow Day Web site
atwww.ala.org/acrl/jobshadowday.html.

The library community's first foray into Job

Shadow Day was a success.

participants listen to a presentation at

Wayne State University.

Here

ProfessorJerome Cohan for his pro bono sup
port of the college’s legal efforts.

The library community rallied behind
Yongyi, sending letters and petitions to the
Chinese government. Upon his return, Yongyi
sent a letter to ALA Executive Director Will
iam Gordon expressing his gratitude for the
letter that ALA sent, “[ALA’s petition letter] is
a declaration of academic freedom by Ameri
can librarians in the 21st century. Itis a suc
cessful embodiment in the library profession
of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

“Without your petition letter, without the
rescue efforts by Dickinson College, the State
Department, lawmakers in Congress and
friends from all over the world, my academic
career would have ended in a dark jail cell.”

Yongyi added that he would continue his
research on the Cultural Revolution and “dedi
cate the rest of my life to the establishment
ofthe ‘Cultural Revolution Memorial Museum’
and the building of a ‘Cultural Revolution
Database.’””
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Chatham College outsources
library services

Chatham College has awarded an 18-month
contract to Library Systems & Services
(LSSI) to manage its library. LSS is work
ing with the women'’s college to implement
a new organizational structure that will
bring librarians and information technol
ogy professionals together in anewly cre
ated Information Services Department. Bob
Smith, former director of the Medina (Ohio)
County Library, is LSSI's interim director
at Chatham.

“Our strategy is to create alibrary envi
ronment that is more responsive to the
needs of the faculty and students by pro
viding resources that best reflect their
needs,” said Esther L Barazzone, president
of Chatham. “We are committed to making
the Jennie King Mellon Library both the
academic and technology epicenter of
Chatham College.”

HighWire Press develops archiving
plan
Stanford University Libraries’ (SUL) HighWire
Press has devised a comprehensive plan for
preserving and assuring access to the more
than 170 scholarly journals it hosts on the Web.
“Preserving and protecting information is
one of the core functions of libraries,” said
Michael A. Keller, Stanford university librar
ian and publisher of HighWire Press. “We are
just as concerned with the preservation of
online journals aswe are with preserving rare
books and manuscripts. The techniques are
different, but the goal is the same: to make
sure the information remains available and
accessible, now and in the future. Once a
publisher instructs HighWire to enable ac
cess to a given article or piece, the commu
nity should be confident it will be at least as
freely available in a decade or a generation
as it is today.” For this reason, migration of
formats, standards, and media is afundamen-

Let ACRL help you keep up with the changing nature of academic librarianship. Stay on the
cutting edge by attending these informative educational opportunities.

» Leading on Your Campus: ACRL
Leadership Institute. Discover how to
analyze the changing climate of academic
libraries, articulate a vision, and make your
library a top-campus priority. Houston,
April 11, 2000

* Beyond Words—Visual Informa
tion in Special Collections, the Rare
Books and Manuscripts Section
preconference. Explore the numerous
forms of visual information found in col
lections and the challenges and opportu
nities offered by these electronic tools and
formats. Chicago, July 5-7, 2000

* Legislative Advocacy: Key Roles for
Today’s Academic Librarians. Discover
how to become a strong advocate for aca
demic libraries and higher education is
sues on campus and beyond. Chicago, July
7, 2000

eLibrary Instruction on the Web (In
struction Section preconference). Im
merse yourself in the issues and techniques
surrounding the delivery of instruction via
the Web. Chicago, July 7, 2000
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« Shining aFlashlight on the Library,
Technology, and the Curriculum:
(ACRLU/TLT Flashlight Institute). Design
a study of information resources to take
back to your institution. Chicago, July 7,
2000

« Understanding the Licensing
Landscape. Explore licensing core issues
and find out how to keep up with the
changing nature of licensing. Chicago, July
7, 2000

* ACRL/Harvard Leadership Insti
tute. Increase your capacity to lead and to
manage and discover how to make your
voice heard on campus. Cambridge, Mas
sachusetts, July 30-August 4, 2000

Registration details for these programs
can be located on the Web at http://
www.ala.org/acrl/conflip.html. Save money
with early bird registration for many of these
programs. Deadline: March 17.

Contact Margot Sutton (msutton@ala.org;
800-545-2433, ext. 2522) if you have ques
tions.


http://www.ala.org/acrl/conflip.html
mailto:msutton@ala.org

Marist College, located in Poughkeepsie,
New York, opened the new James A,
Cannavino Library designed by Perry, Dean
Rogers and Partners of Boston, Massachu
setts, thisJanuary. The 83,000 sq. ft., granite
and sandstone structure is dramatically situ
ated on the crest of the main quad area of
the campus, overlooking the Hudson River.
The $19.6 million project took 16 months to
complete, and was the recipient of a $3
million gift from James A. Cannavino, CEO
of CyberSafe in
Issaquah, Wash
ington, and a
$500,000 match
ing grant from
the Kresge Foun
dation.

The library
links the aca
demic and resi
dential sectors
of the campus
with entrances
on the eastside and the westside of the
building, allowing easy access from either
side of the campus as students move to
and from classes or their dorm rooms. The
ample study spaces in the three story edi
fice enable 725 students to work individu
ally or in small groups at soft seating, single
or double carrels, study tables, or 18 small
study rooms.

Digital functionality defines the central
concept of the building, as it attempts to
be a dynamic transitional space in the his

tory of collection development, as collect

tal issue addressed in the HighWire pro
gram.

SUL isalso developing LOCKSS-Lots
of Copies Keeps Stuff Safe— a distrib
uted archiving model. Being developed
in cooperation with Sun Microsystems
and with National Science Foundation
funding, LOCKSS is a freeware-based,
voluntary approach to archiving online
material that relies on consensus among
several linked servers to determine au
thoritative states of files and restore lost

or damage files automatically. Details

rapidly evolve from paper to digital

form. Although the building has the capac

ity for 235,000 volumes, we are already ex

periencing a rapid decrease in the need

for maintaining and shelving paper materi

als. The library displays only 370 current

paper periodical titles, while giving access

to over 5,900 digital full-text periodical titles
through the campus network.

The building encom passes all the princi

pal features necessary for creating and sus

taining a digital

library. A ro

bust network (3

m | AN rooms) ca

pable of trans

mitting large

video files to 24

simultaneous

users supports

et @N array of
Victor
v SErvers (2

server rooms),

collaborative
digital work rooms (10) for producing and
capturing content, 205 patron accessible
workstations, 5 classrooms fully computer
ized for teaching and learning, and nearly
400 network jacks for student laptops. Thus
the technology environment can be consid
ered a physical digital library.

The library staff can use one of three
different rooms for information literacy in
struction, depending on the size of the class
and the format of the materials covered.—
John W.McGinty, library director, M aristCol
lege, e-m ail:JohnM cO inty@ m arist.edu

about LOCKSS are available at http://

hwm .stanford.edu/pdf/archive.pdf.

C&RL News m March 2000/ 171


mailto:JohnMcOinty@marist.edu

Best Practices in Information Literacy
Programs

The ACRL Board at
funded the first steps in the ACRL Institute for

its Midwinter Meetings

Information Literacy’s (IIL) Best Practices initia
tive. One of IIL’s three initiatives, Best Practices
is an effort to advance the implementation of
information literacy programs by developing a
statement of the characteristics of effective in
formation literacy programs and identifying
model programs. Information about IIL initia
tives may be found at http://www .ala.org/acrl/
niliZnilihp.html.

Once characteristics and model programs
are identified, this information will be featured
in a national conference.

A seven member Best Practices Project Team
will include five librarians and two nonlibrarian
professionals involved in information literacy
programs in higher education. The team will
use a Delphi review process to solicit broad
professional input; the selection of exemplary
institutions will be through an application and
review process.

The

results of their work will be shared

through programs and publications. A fuller degp
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of the program is available at http://
www.earlham.edu/~libr/Plan.htm.

Questions may be directed to Thomas G.
KirklJr., college librarian, Earlham College, Rich
mond, IN 47374, (765) 983-1360 or
kirkto@earlham .edu.

NetPaper.com partners with Cornell

Cornell University Business Services has signed
an agreementwith NetPaper.com to implement
its CAMPUS product, an
tion for the creation and on-demand printing

Internet-based solu

of coursepacks and customized teaching mate
rials. Rich McDaniel, Cornell Business Services
director, said that CAMPUS, “adeptly addresses
both sides ofthe information transaction— pub
lishers’ worries about control of content and
payment for use, as well as the college cam
pus’ desire to meet the information needs of
professors and students in the most efficient,
cost effective manner possible. Through the
NetPaper.com CAMPUS services, Cornell’s
course packs are sentto a regional on-demand
printing facility. Cornell hopes thatuse of CAM
PUS will reduce their capital investment and

maintenance costs and increase their capacity. m


http://www.ala.org/acrl/
http://www.earlham.edu/~libr/Plan.htm
mailto:kirkto@earlham.edu

AIP ONLINE — NEW FOR 2000

Many New Titles Debut Online

AIP announces that Journal of Physical and Chemical
Reference Data is now available online for the first time.
Print subscribers are entitled to online access at no extra
charge. JPCRD provides critically evaluated reviews of
standard reference data in physics and chemistry. This is
also the first year that MAIK Nauka translation journals
distributed by AIP are available online. Access to this rich
collection of Russian research is free to print subscribers
and separate online subscriptions are available, as well.
See www.aip.org/journal_catalog/soclist.html and click

MAIK Nauka/lnterperiodica.

Save with Online Journal Subscriptions

AIP now offers online subscriptions at savings of up to 50%.
AIP also offers you an expanded choice of online combination
packages. These can help cut costs while adding titles to your

collection. For information, contact mktg@aip.org.

AIP Launches Two New Virtual Journals

The Virtual Journal of Nanoscale Science and Technology and
the Virtual Journal of Biological Physics Research are online
sites that collect related articles from a broad range of leading
physical science journals. Spearheaded by the American
Physical Society and the American Institute of Physics,
these free sites give you guick, convenient access to cutting-
edge research, plus all the functionality and power of an online
journal. The growing list of more than 45 participating

journals represents some of the most prestigious scientific

and technical societies.
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