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role in the dev e lo p m en t, renew al, and  
funding of key library legislation, includ­
ing the Library Services and  C onstruction 
Act, the H igher Education Act, the Elem en­
tary and  S econdary  E ducation  Act, the 
Medical Library Assistance Act, the C opy­
right Revision Act, and  the establishm ent 
of the N ational Com m ission on Libraries 
and  In fo rm ation  Science. Prior to  ALA, 
Cooke w orked  at the M inneapolis Public 
Library, first as a bo o k m o b ile  lib rarian  
(1957-62) and then  as public relations sp e ­
cialist and  hospital librarian (1958-63). She 
took  a leave  o f a b sen ce  to w ork  as a 
b ranch  lib rarian  in the Q u een sb o ro u g h  
(New York) Public Library before re tu rn ­
ing to M inneapolis. Cooke w as the first 
fem ale p residen t o f the Join t Council on 
E d u c a tio n a l T e le c o m m u n ic a tio n s  an d  
served on the boards o f several W ashing­
ton, D .C .-based organizations. She w as a 
m em ber o f the W om en’s Jo in t C ongres­
sional Comm ittee and the School o f Library 
and  Inform ation Science B oard of Visitors 
at Catholic University.

K en n eth  J. LaBudde, 80, d ied in March. 
He w as briefly on the staff o f the Milwau­
kee Public Library before enlisting in the 
Army during W orld War II. In 1950 he b e ­

cam e d ire c to r  o f li­
braries at the Univer­
sity  o f K ansas City. 
After 35 years, he re­
tired from  the U niver­
sity o f M issouri-K an­
sas City and  w as ap ­
p o in t e d  p r o f e s s o r  
em eritus. He co n tin ­
ued  to  w ork  as a cu­
ra to r o f c o lle c tio n s . 

Kenneth J. LaBudde
LaBudde w as one of

the founders o f the Kansas City M etropoli­
tan Library N etw ork, su p p o rted  netw ork ­
ing initiatives across M issouri, served as a 
leader in the M issouri Library Association, 
and played a pivotal role in the ach ieve­
m ent o f academ ic status for librarians at 
the U niversity o f Missouri. He w as a life 
m em ber of ALA, O rganization of Ameri­
can H istorians, A m erican Studies A ssocia­
tion, the Society o f A rchitectural H istori­
ans, the M issouri Library A ssociation, and 
several alum ni associations.

Jack  E dw ard P o n tiu s , 59, com m unica­
tions librarian and head  o f the Periodicals 
and  M icroforms departm ents at P ennsyl­
vania State U niversity Libraries, d ied  April 
5. Pontius w as nationally  know n for ex ­
pertise in m icropublish ing and  w as com ­
m itted to im proving access to inform ation, 
including the application  o f inform ation 
technologies. Among his accom plishm ents, 
he deve loped  Mass Media Index, a Web- 
based  index to journals in m ass m edia— 
originally created  for P enn State students 
and faculty but now  used w orldw ide. He 
w as active in ALA and  held a variety of 
com m ittee positions and  chairm anships in 
the A ssociation for Library Collections and 
T echnical Services and  the Library Infor­
m ation and  T echnology Association. ■
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