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• The Library of Congress has acquired a collec-
tion of more than 20,000 early NBC television pro­
grams. On the occasion of its 60th anniversary, the 
network donated to the library its entire collection 
of television programs covering the period from 
1948 to 1977. The programs were preserved on 
Kinescope and film, and the library will transfer 
them to videotape. Together with the NBC Badio 
Collection, consisting of 80,000 hours of programs 
from the years 1926 to 1970 which the network do­
nated in 1978, the Library of Congress now owns 
the largest archive of broadcasting available to 
scholars and researchers in the nation. The collec­
tion, nearly half of which represents the years of 
live TV, 1948-1960, preserves the televised work of 
great comedians of that era, including Jack Benny, 
Steve Allen, Jimmy D urante, Ed W ynn, Ernie 
Kovacs, Fred Allen, Bert Lahr, Groucho Marx, Sid 
Caesar, Milton Berle, Bob Hope, and Eddie Can­
tor, as well as such newer comedians as Mike Nich­
ols and Elaine May, Flip Wilson, and Richard 
Pryor. Among the concert artists are Arturo Tos­
can in i, Jascha H eife tz , Ezio P inza , R ichard  
Tucker, and Joan Sutherland. Popular musical 
stars represented include Fred Astaire, Frank Sina­
tra , Ethel M erman, Gene Kelly, Mary M artin, 
Bing Crosby, Andy W illiam s, Julie Andrews, 
Harry Belafonte, and others. The collection, start­
ing with the presidency of Harry Trum an, covers 
the eras of Eleanor Roosevelt, the Korean W ar, Jo­
seph M cCarthy, Nikita Krushchev, M artin Luther 
King Jr., the Vietnam W ar, and the first space 
shots. There is full coverage of the administrations 
of Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy (including all 
of the Kennedy press conferences), Johnson, and 
Nixon, as well as the national conventions and elec­
tions of the period. The NBC gift will be in the cus­
tody of LC ’s Motion Picture, Broadcasting and Re­
corded Sound Division to be preserved, cataloged 
and made accessible for research and scholarship, 
and will become part of a collection which totals 
more than 2 million items dating from 1879. The 
collection is being prepared for shipment to the Li­
brary of Congress. Delivery will begin in July.

• Sarah Lawrence College’s Esther Raushen-
bush Library, Bronxville, New York, has received 
the Benjamin and Celia Cloth Collection of prole­
tarian literature. The set of 54 volumes of “social 
fiction” was given to the college by Barry D. 
Maurer, West Orange, New Jersey. The collection 
was assembled along the lines set out in W alter Ri­

deout’s The Radical Novel in the United States 
1900-1954, (C am bridge: H arvard  U niversity 
Press, 1956) and concentrates on “the urban, immi­
grant scene.” Almost all the books are first editions, 
many with dust jackets in fine condition. Upton 
Sinclair, V ida Scudder, A lbert M altz, D alton 
Trumbo and Albert Halper are among the authors 
included. The collection is on display in the library 
during June and then will be housed with the li­
brary Special Collections.

• The Southwestern University  L ib ra ry ,
Georgetown, Texas, has acquired the papers of 
Bertha McKee Dobie, wife of Texas writer J. Frank 
Dobie. The collection contains letters and personal 
papers, including correspondence w ith form er 
U.S. President Lyndon B. and Lady Bird Johnson, 
and with El Paso writer-artist Tom Lea. Dobie and 
her husband were both 1910 graduates of South­
western.

• The State University of New York at Buffalo’s
History of Medicine Collection has received a col­
lection on gout and rheumatism, donated by L. 
Maxwell Lockie, M .D., class of 1929, who retired 
in 1985 after 52 years of practice. Lockie, an inter­
nationally known specialist in arthritis, has au­
thored more than 150 papers on the subject, and his 
private library on gout and rheum atism  is the 
result of years of collecting original source m ate­
rial. The donation consists of 14 titles published in 
the 18th century, including works by William Ca- 
dogan, George Cheyne, and Thomas Sydenham, 
who described the acute gouty attack. These works 
are augmented by more than 100 titles from the 
19th and 20th centuries, and by journals.

• The Temple University Libraries, Philadel-
phia, have acquired the historical records of the 
O pportunities Industrialization Centers (OIC). 
Founded in 1964, OIC is the largest non-profit net­
work of employment training centers in the United 
States. Included in its collection are minutes from 
staff and board meetings, correspondence, films, 
tapes, publications, position papers, and confer­
ence proceedings. The collection provides inform a­
tion on grassroots leadership, race relations, hu­
man resource development, and management and 
employee training. OIC has received a grant from 
the Pew Memorial Trust to begin the transferral of 
the materials to Temple. The collection is sched­
uled to be in place by December.

• Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts,
has been given a collection of materials focusing on 
prominent figures in music, theatre, cinema, op-
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era, and politics. Featured are some 15,000 photo­
graphs, prints, and engravings, some framed and 
many inscribed or autographed, of various person­
alities of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Also in­
cluded are signed photographs or prints of states­
men as early as George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson, and over 500 biographies and reference 
books, numerous scrapbooks of obituaries, theatre 
and opera programs, operatic costumes, and mis­
cellaneous artifacts. Of special interest is a French 
Em pire clock under glass that apparently  was 
given to Jenny Lind by P.T. Barnum. The collec­
tion was bequeathed to Tufts from the estate of 
Henry Y. Porter, who had been an accountant for 
the University.

Grants

• Baruch College, the City University of New
York, has received a two-year $119,647 NEH grant 
to produce a machine-readable database that will 
enable musicians and musical scholars to find 
pieces of music contained in the standard editions 
of music commonly known as Denkmäler and Ge­
samtausgaben. A group of senior editors will super­
vise the collection of data from the editions on mi­
crocomputers in a number of research libraries. 
The work has been divided into two parts: produc­
tion of a bibliography (eventually to replace Anna 
Harriet Heyer’s Historical Sets, Collected Editions, 
and Monuments of Music), and a database that can 
be searched on various parameters of interest to 
scholars and musicians (including composers and/ 
or titles, performing media, durations, genres, and 
false or conflicting attributions). Initially the bibli­
ography will be published in book form and the in­
dexes will be available on microform, but it is 
hoped that the database will eventually be made 
available for computer searching.

• Luther College, Decorah, Iow a, has been
awarded a $1 million endowment grant from the 
Gardner and Florence Call Cowles Foundation, 
Des Moines. The grant is the largest gift in the his­
tory of the college. The college has four years in 
which to match the award. Luther began a drive in 
1983 to raise $10.5 million in endowment funds. 
The Cowles award pushes the total received so far 
in cash, pledges and deferred gifts to $9 million. 
The college’s total endowment now stands at $11 
million, compared to $2 million in 1978.

• The New York University Libraries have re-
ceived a $1 million grant from the Pew Memorial 
Trust to develop a prototype interconnected infor­
mation system for libraries. The grant will be used 
to test a new application of standard telecommuni­
cations protocols using the Open Systems Intercon­
nection reference model formulated by the Inter­
national Standards Organization (ISO/OSI). The 
model, which allows dissimilar computer systems 
to communicate and exchange information, will be 
used to link NYU's local computerized library sys­

tem with the Research Library Information Net­
work (RLIN)—the bibliographic utility of the Re­
search Libraries Group (RLG). The ISO/OSI 
model is currently being used by the Linked Sys­
tems Project (LSP) to exchange authority records 
between RLG and the Library of Congress.

• The Northeast Document Conservation Cen-
ter (NEDCC), Andover, Massachusetts, has re­
ceived a $370,000 NEH grant to continue the activ­
ities of its field service program and to increase the 
capacity of its preservation microfilming service. 
The grant must be matched in part from other 
sources. NEDCC is a non-profit, regional conser­
vation center, specializing in the treatment of li­
brary and archival materials in the collections of li­
braries, historical organizations and museums. 
The funds will also be used to purchase microfilm­
ing equipment in order to expand the output of the 
Center’s preservation microfilming service.

• The University of California Library System
has received a three-year, $521,000 grant from the 
National Library of Medicine. The university’s 
Medical Library Resource Grant Project will add 
the national library’s MEDLINE database to UC’s 
MELVYL online library catalog. MEDLINE is a 
prim ary source of inform ation in the life and 
health sciences for research, teaching, and patient 
care. The MELVYL/MEDLINE Project will be 
accomplished as a joint effort of the Division of Li­
brary Automation at the Office of the President 
and UC health sciences libraries.

• The University of Texas at Austin Libraries
have received a $98,200 NEH grant to catalog 
more than 4,000 newspapers, including both Texas 
and other U.S. papers. The cataloging effort is part 
of the Texas Newspaper Project, which is part of 
the larger U.S. N ational N ewspaper Project. 
UTA’s efforts will be centered in the university’s 
Barker Texas History Center. The earliest paper 
held by the center is the Texas Gazette, published 
in 1829 in Brazoria. ■ ■

Employee Assistance Programs

Two librarians at Texas Tech are studying 
how academic libraries have utilized Employee 
Assistance Programs in resolving personnel 
matters in the library. Gisela Webb, assistant 
director for personnel services, and Jennifer 
Cargill, associate director for technical ser­
vices, would like to hear from librarians who 
have incorporated EAPs into their personnel 
programs. Both will be attending ALA Annual 
Conference in New York and can set aside time 
to talk with people. Individuals who have uti­
lized EAPs and are willing to discuss their expe­
riences may contact them at Texas Tech Uni­
versity Libraries, Lubbock, TX 79409; (806) 
742-2261.
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