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News 
from  the 

Fie ld

Mary Ellen Davis

Wayne State opens 
wired library
Wayne State University offi­
cially op en ed  its new  $35 
m illion U ndergraduate Li­
brary on Septem ber 12. On 
open ing  day, the 300,429 
sq u a re  fo o t, th re e -s to ry  
building had 700 computers, 
with an additional 700 access 
points. The 2,700-seat facil­
ity, d es ig n ed  specifically  
around the needs of fresh- — 
man and sophom ores, aims 
to reduce the “library anxiety” often experienced 
by first-time college students.

“Many of o u r students com e from  high 
schools that have small libraries with very lim­
ited resources,” explained Patricia Senn Breivik, 
dean of university libraries. “So, w hen they walk 
into a large university library they may feel over­
whelmed. O ne of our goals is to make the li­
brary experience m ore comfortable and less 
intimidating.”

The user-friendly facility has a snack area, a 
television viewing area that professors can re­
quest specific programming for, a 24-hour study 
facility, conference rooms, and a 150-seat au­
ditorium. The library also houses a new  Office 
for Teaching and Learning, a place w here fac­
ulty can familiarize themselves with the latest 
instructional technology; a drop-off copy cen­
ter; and a presentation software laboratory for 
learning how  to prepare com puter-generated 
visuals for papers and presentations.

The library also shares space 
with a new  bookstore operated 
by Barnes & Noble. A main-floor 
atrium area designated “Windows 
on the Arts” will feature presen­
tations such as poetry readings, 
scenes from  plays, m usic en ­
sembles, dance and art exhibi­
tions, and even a fencing dem ­
onstration.

“Part o f getting through the 
college experience is enjoying it,” 
said Breivik. “Yet, a great many 
of ou r students have com m it­
ments that prevent them  from at­ Wayne State University’s new Undergraduate Library is fully 

wired, featuring 700 computer workstations with 700 more 
access points.

tending cultural events. We’re im­
porting some of those things right

into the building so students 
will literally be able to trip 
over the arts.”

In keeping with the phi­
losophy behind the new build­
ing, Wayne’s traditional one- 
credit freshman library skills 
survival course has been rede­
signed, renamed “Information 
Power,” and will be housed in 
the new  building.

For more information, visit 
the Undergraduate Library’s 
hom epage at h ttp ://w w w . 

libraries. w ayne. edu /ug l/.

New York history to be preserved 
and accessible
New York University (NYU) and the New-York 
Historical Society have agreed to preserve his­
torical docum ents about the history o f New 
York as well as 18th- and 19th-century America 
and give greater pubic access to this material.

Under the terms of the agreement, NYU’s dean 
of libraries Carlton Rochell will oversee the catalog­
ing and preservation of the society’s library collec­
tions. In return, the catalog records describing these 
collections will be included in NYU’s Internet-based 
online catalog, BobCatPlus.

Materials in the Historical Society’s collec­
tion include correspondence leading to the duel 
betw een Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton, 
the term s o f su rrender p resen ted  by Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant to Gen. Robert E. Lee, original 
photos docum enting construction of the city’s
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subw ay system, letters and papers from every 
U.S. p residen t from G eorge W ashington to 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and 130,000 early 
photographic prints, including many by Mat­
thew  Brady.

This collaboration is m ade possible by a 
$2.85 million grant from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation and a $300,000 gift from Madeline and 
Kevin Brine. The funding will also enable the soci­
ety to extend its hours to five days a week, restor­
ing easy access for researchers and making the 
society’s collections more fully available.

The Mellon grant will support the first three 
years of an overall five-year project.

All collections will remain the property of the 
New-York Historical Society. All w ork will be 
done on the society’s premises and all collec­
tions will remain located there. The collections 
of prints, photographs, and architecture, now  
administered by the society’s museum, will be 
managed as part of the library and be relocated 
to an area adjacent to the library.

The Historical Society also plans to create a 
museum collections database through a project 
that will create and assemble digitized images of 
the museum ’s collections. Eventually the library 
and museum systems will have a seamless inter­
face so researchers can search books, visual ma­
terials, and museum objects simultaneously.

ALA names 1997-98 Library Fellows
ALA has aw arded twelve 1997-98 fellowships 
to 12 American librarians to undertake projects 
in Bolivia, Cyprus, El Salvador, Estonia, Ger­
m any, Jap an , M oldova, Russia, Sri Lanka, 
Uganda, Vietnam, and the West Bank (Pales­
tinian Authority).

ALA 1997—98 Library Fellows (l to r): Sarah Andeen, Beau Case, 
Roger Brisson, Kenning Arlitsch, Kathy Hummel, Steven Kerchoff, 
Sherry Little, Kimberli Morris, Michael Neubert, Susan Freiband, 
Helen Ives, and Michael Huff.

This will be the 11th year o f the ALA Library 
Fellows Program  adm inistered  by ALA and 
funded by the U.S. Information Agency. The 
program  has sent 147 information ambassadors 
to m ore than 90 countries since 1987.

The 1997-98 ALA Library Fellows are: Sarah 
A ndeen, reference librarian at the Superior 
Court Law Library in Phoenix, Arizona; Kenning 
Arlitsch, technology instruction librarian at the 
University of Utah; Roger Brisson, social sci­
ences cataloger at Pennsylvania State Univer­
sity; Beau Case, assistant professor and librar­
ian at Ohio State University Libraries; Susan 
Freiband, associate professor at the Graduate 
School o f Library and Information Science at 
the University o f Puerto Rico; Michael Huff, 
co m p u te r services lib rarian  o f the  Central 
R appahannock Regional Library in Virginia; 
Kathy Hummel, a librarian w ith the Santa Ana 
Public Library in California; H elen Ives, associ­
ate librarian at the American University in Wash­
ington, D.C.; Steven Kerchoff, program  spe­
cialist with the FEDLINK Network of the Library 
of Congress in W ashington, D.C.; Sherry Little, 
doctoral candidate at the School o f Library and 
Information Studies at Texas W om an’s Univer­
sity; Kimberli Morris, reference/system s librar­
ian at the California W estern School o f Law; 
and Michael Neubert, senior reference librar­
ian for the Library of Congress European Divi­
sion in W ashington, D.C. For details, contact 
Carol Erickson at (800) 545-2433, ext. 3200; e- 
mail: cerickson@ala.org.

SIRSI's UNICORN installations 
increase
C oncord ia  U niversity  in Irvine, California, 

M iraC osta  C o lleg e  in  
Oceanside, California; Athens 
Area T echnical Institute in 
Athens, Georgia; North Metro 
T e c h n ic a l In s ti tu te  in 
A cw o rth , G e o rg ia ; P au l 
S m ith ’s C o lle g e  in  P au l 
Smiths, New York; Central 
Texas College and University 
o f Central Texas in Killeen, 
Texas have selected SIRSI’s 
UNICORN c lien t/se rv e r li­
brary system. These institu­
t io n s  w ill b e  in s ta llin g  
W ebC at, th e  W orld  W ide 
W eb Public Access Catalog 
and  Z39-50 compliant inter­
face.

mailto:cerickson@ala.org


October 1 9 9 7 / 6 1 9

In s titu tio n a l p rio ritie s  and  facu lty  rew ard s  
u p d ate
The June 1997 issue of C&RL News included 
the draft statem ent prepared by the ACRL In­
stitutional Priorities and Faculty Rewards Task 
Force (pp. 414-18). The statem ent is intended 
to be ACRL’s contribution to the national In­
stitu tional Priorities and  Faculty Rewards 
project, an  initiative involving alm ost tw o 
dozen disciplinary associations to  date. In 
addition to comm ents on the draft gathered 
from ACRL mem bers via e-mail, the task force 
solicited feedback at a hearing held on June 
28, 1997, at the ALA Annual Conference in 
San Francisco. Suggestions focused primarily 
on concerns that (a) the docum ent might un­
intentionally imply that all o f the functions 
described should be expected of all librar­
ians, and (b) the docum ent appeared to place 
too  m uch em phasis on teaching and not 
enough on the range of activities often found 
in prom otion and tenure policies under the 
category “Librarianship.”

The task force has modified the draft state­
m ent in an attem pt to address these concerns 
and has forwarded the revised docum ent to 
be placed on the ACRL Web page (h ttp :// 
www.ala.org/acrl.htm l). Those w ithout Web 
access may obtain a printed copy of the re­
vised statem ent from the task force chair, W. 
Bede Mitchell, Belk Library, Appalachian State 
University, Boone, NC 28608; MITCHELLWB 
@APPSTATE.EDU. The task force intends to 
submit its final report to the ACRL Board of 
Directors at the Midwinter Meeting in New 
Orleans. The task force invites further sug­
gestions and com m ents on the statem ent, 
w hich should be forwarded to the task force 
chair.

Established by Syracuse University’s Cen­
ter for Instructional Development and funded

by the Lilly Endowm ent with support from 
th e  F u n d  fo r th e  Im p ro v e m e n t o f  
Postsecondary  Education, the Institutional 
Priorities and Faculty Rewards project aims 
to  extend the range of faculty activities that 
are rew arded through prom otion, tenure, and 
merit. Each disciplinary association is respon­
sible for drafting a statem ent defining and 
describing the range of work perform ed by 
faculty in the discipline, including many ac­
tivities that are often not adequately recog­
nized w ithin the traditional “publish or per­
ish” paradigm. The first set of these statements 
may be found in The Disciplines Speak: Re­
w arding the Scholarly, Professional, a n d  Cre­
ative Work o f  Faculty, edited by Robert M. 
Diamond and Bronwyn E. Adam (American 
Association for H igher Education, 1995).

Subsequent to the ALA Annual Conference, 
task force chair W. Bede Mitchell (Appala­
chian State University) and m em ber Carol 
Parke (Syracuse University) represented ACRL 
at the Institutional Priorities and Faculty Re­
wards Summer Conference, July 17-20, 1997. 
In addition to hearing progress reports on the 
next round of disciplinary statements now be­
ing prepared, the conference attendees from 
more than a dozen of the project's participat­
ing disciplinary associations began working on 
guidelines for administrators, faculty, and col­
lective bargaining agents who are involved in 
developing promotion, tenure, and merit pay 
policies. The guidelines are intended for even­
tual publication and will focus on policies, pro­
cedures, and criteria by which faculty should 
be evaluated in light of the work done by the 
disciplines participating in the Institutional Pri­
orities and Faculty Rewards project.—  U7 Bede 
Mitchell, Appalachian State University

O ther institutions w ith SIRSI systems ar
Stanford University, Carnegie Mellon Univer
sity, the University of Virginia, and Emory Uni
versity.

Ten more libraries pick UnCover's 
Gateway
Clemson, East Carolina, Florida Gulf Coast, Kan
sas State, Lehigh, Southern, and Louisiana Tech

e 
­
­

­
­

nical Universities, Monterey Bay Aquarium and 
Research Institute, Rennselaer Polytechnic In­
stitute, and the University o f Notre Dame have 
selected the UnCover Com pany’s Gateway sys­
tem. Libraries subscribing to the system can 
match their serials holdings with the UnCover 
database collection of 17,000 journal titles. This 
custom ized database can then be  accessed by 
patrons using a powerful new  W eb-based in-

http://www.ala.org/acrl.html
APPSTATE.EDU
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terface to simultaneously search for library ar­
ticles as well as those in the UnCover collec­
tion. If the article of interest is not available in 
the library, users can place a library-subsidized 
online order from UnCover. However, if the 
institution does ow n the item, an automatic 
block prevents the patron from ordering the 
article with library funds.

UnCover currently has 90 Gateways that rep­
resent hundreds of libraries, many of which use 
Gateways through consortia. Three new fea­
tures have been added to the Gateway system: 
SUMO (S ubsid ized U nM ediated O rdering) 
blocking on full-text databases, allowing librar­
ies to automatically block orders from full-text 
databases, in addition to blocking orders from 
locally ow ned print journals; individual cap lim­
iting for SUMO, allowing libraries to put a 
dollar or article limit on the amount of total 
subsidized orders for a particular group 
of users; and remote patron validation, 
w hich allows libraries to validate patrons 
w ithout sending the full patron files to 
UnCover. Chapter Date Location

Georgia October 1-3 Jekyll Island
Illinois April 23-24, 1998 Matteson
Iowa October 9-10 ILA Conference

May 7-8, 1998
Kentucky April 16-17, 1998 South-Central
Louisiana November 14 LSU, Eunice
Metro New York November 21 Manhattan
Ohio October 31 Columbus
Nebraska October 30-31 Omaha
Oklahoma November 7 Midwest City
Oregon March 31-April, 1st Eugene
Tennessee October 24 Lebanon

April 14-17,1998 Memphis
Wisconsin November, 4-7 Milwaukee
WAAL April 23-25, 1998 Green Bay

CIC aids flood victims
Member universities of the Committee on 
In s titu tio n a l C o o p e ra tio n  (CIC) a re  
partnering  w ith the University o f North 
D akota (UND) to  help the library m eet 
the inform ation needs of its users this 
year. On April 19, 1997, floodw aters in­
undated  the UND cam pus, entering  72 
o f the 238 buildings and  infiltrating 69 
m iles o f buried  steam  and utility tun ­
nels. The rem ainder o f the spring se­
mester was canceled, and the campus was 
closed until May 8.

CIC members will provide ac­
cess to their collections, provide 
consulting service in disaster re­
covery and material conservation, 
and supply much needed copies 
of books lost or damaged in the 
floods.

“UND faculty, staff, and stu­
dents can simply request items as 
usual. W e’ll work with the CIC 
libraries to fulfill these requests,” 
said Frank D’Andraia, director of 
the libraries, UND. “Our staff are 
particularly pleased about the of­
fers of assistance with recovery 
of dam aged materials, and the 
donation of replacement copies 

of items that are missing or too damaged for 
recovery. The assistance provided by the CIC 
libraries will make a real difference in rebuild­
ing our collections and services.”

The CIC is a consortium of 12 major teach­
ing and research universities in the Midwest, 
and comprises the Universities of Chicago, Illi­
n o is , Iow a, M ich igan , M in n eso ta , an d  
Wisconsin-Madison, as well as Indiana, Michi­
gan State, Northwestern, Ohio State, Penn State, 
and Purdue Universities.

Hawaii's library school merges with 
computer sciences
The University of Hawaii Board of Regents 
approved the merger of the School of Library 
and Information Studies (SLIS) with the Depart-

ACRL chapter meetings
1997-98



October 1 9 9 7 /6 2 1

m ent of Information and  Com puter Sciences 
(ICS) effective this fall. The consolidation will 
save the university about $50,000 annually.

Oregon selects InfoTrac
A th ree-year p lan to  achieve statew ide elec­
tronic resource sharing am ong O regon’s librar­
ies has resulted in an  agreem ent w ith Informa­
tion Access Company (IAC) to provide 28 public 
and academ ic libraries w ith access to  InfoTrac 
SearchBank. The contract m eans that 64 per­
cent of O regon’s population  will gain access to 
IAC’s General Reference Center, Expanded Aca­
dem ic Index, H ealth Reference Center, and 
Business Index.

The O regon Information Highway Project 
w as the im petus for the agreem ent w ith IAC. 
In 1994, a group of public and academ ic librar­
ians began developing a plan to connect all 
libraries to  the Internet and  to achieve broader 
access to electronic resources by aggregating 
dem and throughout the state.

Deb Carver, associate university librarian at 
the University o f O regon and liaison betw een 
IAC and the O regon database licensing task 
force, said that w orking out the terms and con­
d itions o f a consortium  ag reem en t am ong 
county, city, and academ ic libraries w as chal­
lenging, but most participants view ed the p ro ­
cess as an im portant investm ent. “We have 
paved the w ay for future agreem ents and cre­
ated an infrastructure that will have major pay­
offs,” she reported.

Univ. of Puget Sound joins Orbis
The University o f Puget Sound has becom e the 
13th m em ber of Orbis, a consortium  of bacca­
laureate-granting public and private institutions 
of higher education in O regon and W ashing­
ton. The Orbis consortium  provides a union 
catalog of the collective holdings of the partici­
pating institutions and a patron-initiated deliv­
ery system called Orbis Borrowing. Materials 
req u es ted  are delivered  via library courier 
w ithin 48 hours.

Orbis w as established in 1993 w ith start-up 
funds from the Meyer Memorial Trust. The con­
sortium is governed by a council consisting of 
the library directors o f the m em ber institutions. 
Orbis offices are housed at the University of 
Oregon. Current m em bers include: Eastern Or­
egon University, G eorge Fox University, Lewis 
& Clark College, Linfield College, O regon In­
stitute o f Technology, Reed College, Southern 
O regon University, University o f Oregon, Uni-

Popular actor Nicholas Cage is just one example 
of ALA Graphics’ striking new celebrity READ 
posters! To order call (800) 545-2433, press 7, 
and request item #5014-1097.

versity of Portland, University of Puget Sound, 
Western Oregon University, Whitman College, 
and Willamette University. Oregon State Univer­
sity is in the process of joining Orbis and will 
becom e the 14th m em ber of the consortium.

STS seeks research proposals
The Forum for Science and Technology Library 
Research Committee of ACRL’s Science and Tech­
nology Section (STS) is seeking proposals for its

Don't miss Dec. 1 award  
deadline
T he d ead lin e  fo r m ost ACRL an d  ALA 
awards is D ecem ber 1. Take the time to 
apply or nom inate a colleague for one of 
the many awards and fellowships available. 
Details about the award program  may be 
found on the W eb at h ttp ://w w w .ala.org/ 
acrl/aw ard2.htm l. O r contact Jack Briody 
a t (800 ) 545-2433, ex t. 2516; e-m ail: 
jbriody@ala.org.

http://www.ala.org/
mailto:jbriody@ala.org
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annual research program at the ALA Annual Con­
ference in Washington, D.C. in June 1998.

Use this opportunity to share with your col­
leagues recent research or w orks in progress 
that address significant issues to science and 
technology librarianship in its broadest sense.

Proposals will be selected through a blind 
review  process on the basis of timeliness, evi­
dence of scholarship, and relevance to science 
and technology assembly.

An abstract not exceeding 250 w ords should 
convey the title and purpose of the project, its 
scope, m ethodology, conclusions, and  rel­
evance to science and technology librarian- 
ship. Priority will be given to papers that indi­

cate research analyses, either quantitative or 
qualitative.

D eadline  fo r  subm ission: N ovem ber 21, 
1997. Papers will be selected at the ALA Mid­
w inter Meeting.

Authors of accepted proposals should be com­
mitted to providing a 30-minute presentation at 
the 1998 ALA Annual Conference. Electronic publi­
cation of papers through ACRL/STS is an option.

Subm it abstrac t (e-m ail p re fe rred ) w ith 
name, institution, phone, fax, and e-mail ad­
dress to: Tamera Lee, Vet. Medical Library, 
101 Greene Hall, Auburn University, AL 36849- 
5606; phone: (334) 844-1749; fax: (334) 884- 
1758; e-mail: TammyLee@Lib.Auburn.Edu. ■

M easu ring  change in academ ic lib ra rie s :  
NCES starts som ething n ew
For many years, the National Center for Edu­
cation Statistics (NCES) has conducted a bi­
ennial Academic Libraries Survey (ALS) as 
part of the Integrated Postsecondary Educa­
tion Data Survey (IPEDS). Data tables were 
published but no comparative reports were 
done. That situation changed this June with 
the publication of The Status o f  Academ ic  
Libraries in the United States: Results fro m  
the 1990 a n d  1992 Academ ic Library Sur- 
veys(NCES 97-413). This 28-page report, pre­
pared under contract by the American Insti­
tutes for Research, com pares ALS data over 
time (1990-92) and displays data using the 
Carnegie classification.

The report focuses on the following seven 
indicators:
L ibrary Staff

• Library Staff/Student Ratios
• Libraiy Staff/Instructions Faculty 

Ratios
B o o k s , S eria l B a ck files, a n d  O th er  P rin t 
M ateria ls

• Total Volumes Held
• Total Volumes Held per FTE Student
•  Total Library Expenditures
• Library Share of Institutional Budgets
• Expenditures per FTE Student
These seven w ere chosen because they

are im portant but also because data were 
available for both 1990 and 1992 from at least 
70 percent of the IPEDS universe. Only insti­
tutions responding in both years w ere in­

cluded in the analysis. Values for 1992 are 
show n together with percentage change in 
those values since 1990.

Given the present rate of change in the 
academic library community, it is hard to get 
excited about statistics from 1990 and 1992, de­
spite the effective way they are presented in this 
report. It is an important milestone, however, in 
that it Is the first publication on academic libraries 
from NCES that compares data from different years 
and uses the Carnegie classification to organize 
it. Work is already underway on another report, 
this time by Mathematica, that will update 
those seven indicators using data from the 
1994 ALS, and will also do additional analy­
sis of 1994 data. John Minter Associates has 
already used a preliminary file of 1994 data 
from the individual states to produce several 
publications. Check the John Minter Associ­
ates W eb site: http://w w w .edm in.com /jm a; 
or phone (800) 444-8110.

Note: A few copies of this report are available 
from the author of this article (mlynch@ala.org). 
Otherwise they are available from: New Or­
ders, Superintendent of Documents, P.O. Box 
371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. The stock 
num ber is 065-000-01033-0 and the price is 
$4. You may place credit card orders by fax at 
(202) 512-2250. This product is also available 
a t h ttp :/ /w w w .e d .g o v /N C E S /p u b s9 7 / 
974l3.html.—M ary Jo Lynch, ALA Office fo r  
Research a n d  Statistics

mailto:TammyLee@Lib.Auburn.Edu
http://www.edmin.com/jma
mailto:mlynch@ala.org
http://www.ed.gov/NCES/pubs97/
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