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W a s h i n g t o n  H o t l i n e Lynne E. Bradley

N e w  DR M  act in trod u ced
Senator Sam B row nback (R-Kansas) has intro­
duced the Consumers, Schools a n d  Libraries Digital 
Rights M anagement Awareness A ct o f 2003- The act 
includes provisions that address some library con­
cerns ab o u t th e  im plications o f Digital Rights 
Management (DRM) technologies, which limit the 
ways that digital information can be accessed and 
used. Some key features o f the bill are sum m a­
rized below.

P rohib ition  on  FCC Technology) M a n d a tes
•  Prohibits the Federal Communications Com­

mission (FCC) from m andating that m anufactur­
ers o f consum er electronics and computing prod­
ucts, as well as telecommunications service pro­
viders, build their products to operate or respond 
to specific DRM technologies.

•  Permits the FCC to establish a f u n c tio n a l re­
quirement preventing unauthorized Internet retrans­
mission of digital television signals to the public, 
but only if such a requirement preserves reason­
able and customary consumer, educational insti­
tution, and library access and use practices.

Consumer a n d  educational community awareness
•  Provides private sector with one year to 

create voluntary notice and labeling standards for
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( “Learning to m a k e … ” cont. fro m pa g e  377)
O berlin  College Librarian Jessica Grim  and 

associate professor W endy Kozol incorporated 
inform ation literacy in a G ender a n d  W om en’s 
Study c o u rse  to  teach  s tu d e n ts  in te rd isc ip li­
nary  research , in tro d u ce  th em  to  a varie ty  o f 
resources, an d  foster critical th ink ing  skills.

At O hio  W esleyan University, librarian Joy  
H e a n d  assistan t p ro fesso r N ancy K nop e m ­
b e d d ed  inform ation  literacy in Physical E du­
cation courses. He m et w ith  each  class four to  
eight times a  sem ester and was closely involved 
in develop ing  assignm ents. K nop suggests ty­
ing information literacy standards w ith accredi­
ta tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  to  e n co u ra g e  facu lty  to  
“buy-in to  co llaborating  w ith librarians.”

digital media products that incorporate DRM tech­
nology. Standards must inform consumers, educa­
tional institutions, and libraries about the ways in 
which the DRM technology will impact their use 
of digital media products.

•  FTC notice and labeling, in the absence of 
successful private sector efforts, will inform con­
sumers about the ways in which DRM technolo­
gies em bedded in the digital media products ham­
per consumer, educational institution, and library 
use o f digital media products.

C o n su m er p r iv a cy
• Requires manufacturers to file a  “John  D oe” 

case against ISP subscribers they suspect are using 
their digital m edia products in an  unauthorized 
manner. ISPs cannot be  compelled to release sub­
scriber personal information without a valid sub­
poena or court order issued in a  pending civil law­
suit.

Seco n d a ry  m arke ts f o r  u sed  d ig ita l m ed ia  
p ro d u c ts

•  Prevents manufacturers of digital media prod­
ucts from using DRM technologies to restrict con­
sum er resale o f  digital m edia products they law­
fully ow n or elect to  donate to educational insti­
tutions and libraries.

Please write or call your senators and ask them 
to cosponsor Senator Brownback’s bill. The capi­
tol sw itchboard num ber is (202) 224-3121. ■

All p an elis ts  a g reed  th a t facu lty -lib rarian  
co llaboration  is “absolutely the  m ost effective 
w ay  to  in tegrate  inform ation  literacy in to  the 
cu rricu lum .” Faculty  o b se rv ed  a  d ram atic  in ­
c rea se  in  th e  q u a lity  o f  s tu d e n t w ritin g  a n d  
resea rch  skills. O v er th e  p as t th ree  years, 76 
cu rric u lu m  d e v e lo p m e n t g ran ts  h a v e  b e e n  
aw arded  in w hich  102 faculty w o rk ed  w ith 25 
librarians to  design  o r revise 116 courses in  32 
d isciplines. H ow ever, w ith  a lim ited  n u m b er 
o f  librarians available, libraries face the  chal­
len g e  o f  “co n tin u in g  to  p ro v id e  th is serv ice  
for ev e ry  facu lty  m em b er n o w  th a t m o m e n ­
tu m  is b u ild in g  fo r c o lla b o ra tio n s .”— S m iti  
G a n d h i,  V a le n c ia  C o m m u n ity  C ollege, 
sgandhi@valenciacc.edu ■
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