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The University o f South Carolina’s (USC)
Film Library has rece iv ed  a  film  p re se rv a tio n  
g ra n t  o f  $ 2 5 1 ,2 6 8  fro m  th e  N a tio n a l 
E n d o w m en t fo r th e  H u m an ities  (NEH). T he 
gran t w ill b e  u se d  to  p re se rv e  200,000 feet o f  
early  so u n d  M o v ie to n e  N ew sfilm  from  
n itro ce llu lo se  film  to  35m m  safety  film. T he 
pro jec t, w h ich  is p a r t o f th e  NEH “H isto ry  o f 
Talking Pictures,” will preserve approxim ately 
225 e d ite d  n e w sre e l s to ries  a n d  a sso c ia ted  
o u ttak es, to g e th e r w ith  su p p le m e n ta l p a p e r  
d o cu m en ts  from  th e  first tw o years o f so u n d - 
on-film  new sreel production. In addition to the 
NEH fu n d s, th e  film  lib ra ry  w ill c o n trib u te  
$101,269 in salaries, supplies, and indirect costs, 
a n d  USC’s office o f  re sea rc h  w ill p ro v id e  an  
add itional $150,000.

Johns Hopkins University has received a 
grant o f $150,500 from  the N ational E ndow ­
m ent for the Humanities to  preserve a collection 
of m ore than 300 educational television show s 
produced by Johns Hopkins betw een 1948 and 
I960. The collection includes four series: The Johns 
Hopkins Science Review, Tomorrow, Tomorrow’s Ca­
reers, and jo h n s  Hopkins File 7. All were recorded 
o n  kinescopes, 16 m m  films that recorded  the 
show , as it w as broadcast, directly from a cath­
ode-ray monitor. Distinguished scientists featured 
in the films include G eorge G am ow, a leading 
advocate o f  the big-bang theory of the universe; 
John  Mauchly, one  o f the principal inventors o f 
ENIAC, the first large-scale general-purp o se  elec­
tronic computer; and renow ned rocket and mis­
sile engineer Wernher Von Braun. Other notewor­
thy guests were folk singer Mike Seeger and future 
actor Jo h n  Astin, th en  a studen t in the  Johns 
Hopkins class o f 1952 and now  a visiting faculty 
mem ber at johns Hopkins.

The U n ivers ity  o f  P ittsb urgh  School o f  
In fo rm atio n  Sciences (SIS) has rece iv ed  a 
$ 100,000 grant equally funded by the Pittsburgh 
F ou n d a tio n  an d  Buhl F o u n d a tio n  to  d ev elo p  
th e  C en te r fo r A d v an cem en t o f  L ibraries fo r 
L earn ing  (CALL) u n d e r  th e  d irec tio n  o f  SIS 
D ean Ronald Larsen. CALL is an  education  and  
in fo rm a tio n  la b o ra to ry  th a t w ill lin k  w ith

libraries a n d  o th e r  ed u ca tio n a l in stitu tions in 
the Pittsburgh region, across Pennsylvania, and 
beyond.

C alifo rn ia  S tate  U n ivers ity -N orthrid ge  
h as rece iv ed  a $21,500 g ran t from  th e  Jo h n  
Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation 
to preserve and m ake accessible a portion of the 
h istorical reco rds from  th e  U nited  W ay o f Los 
Angeles Collection. The United W ay Collection 
d o cu m en ts  th e  p e rio d  from  1920 to  1962 an d  
details the  rich history o f charitable giving and 
shifting social priorities in Los Angeles during  
th is tim e. T he fu n d s w ill e n ab le  th e  lib rary  to 
b eg in  p re se rv a tio n  w o rk , w rite  a descrip tive  
finding guide, an d  create  catalog  reco rds and 
W eb links for the  collection. Initial p rocessing  
will focus o n  post-W orld  W ar II d ocum en ts.

The Sim m ons C ollege G rad u ate  School 
o f Library an d  Inform ation  Science (GSLIS) in 
B oston, a long  w ith  its w este rn  M assachusetts 
location  o n  the  Mt. H olyoke C ollege cam pus, 
has received $66,240 from  the Bill an d  M elinda 
G ates Foundation . T he gran t will aid  four full­
tim e s tu d en ts  co m m itted  to  e a rn in g  m as te r’s 
degrees in library science and pursuing careers in 
public  librarianship . T he scho larsh ips will be  
av a ilab le  in fall 2003 a n d  m ay  b e  a w ard e d  
th rough  spring  2005.

A c q u i s i t i o n s

The Pauline Kael Collection and th e  Bar­
bara Mettler dance archive have been  acquired 
by  th e  H am pshire  C ollege Library. T he Kael 
C ollection is the  w ork ing  library o f longtim e 
N ew  Yo rke r  film  critic  P a u lin e  K ael (1 9 1 9 - 
2001). Kael w a s  n o te d  fo r h e r  p ro v o cativ e , 
passionate, and tough-m inded criticism; her li­
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brary includes books that range from  the 
theoretical, historical, and  social issues to 
explanations o f technical aspects o f m ov­
ies to celebrity  gossip. T he collection  of 
m ore than  3,000 books, film scripts, and  
academ ic an d  p o p u la r journals includes 
som e titles in sc rib ed  as gifts to  Kael by  
their authors o r their subjects, including 
D. W. Griffith. T he collection is currently 
being processed and will b e  available for 
public brow sing  in  the  fall. T he Barbara 
Mettler dance archive is an  extensive col­
lection docum en ting  he r career o f m ore 
than 60 years in creative dance. M ettler’s 
hallmark w as creative improvisation, and R
her conviction that all p eo p le  cou ld  pa r­ C
ticipate in this creative act led  her to  w ork in

primarily w ith laypeople ra ther th an  p ro ­
fessional dancers. She w ro te  extensively  and  
p ro d u ced  a n u m b er o f films an d  v ideos that 
document her teaching. The collection includes 
films and videotapes, correspondence and other 
paper records, scrapbooks, and  photographs. 
Mettler died  in M arch 2002, and  the  collection 
was a  bequest from  her estate.

A collection o f historic manuscripts chroni­
icling th e  lives o f  o n e  o f  th e  fam ilies th a t 
founded Knox College and  Galesburg, Illinois, 
in the  1830s has b e e n  acqu ired  by  K nox Col­
lege. The collection of m ore than  3,000 letters 
and o th e r d o cu m en ts— the fam ily p a p ers  of
Jerusha and Eli Farnham—was purchased from
Clare Van N orm an Jr., a G alesburg native w ho  
operates a rare b o o k  dealersh ip  in N ew  York 
state. Van Norm an inherited the collection from
his fa ther, C lare Van N orm an, a 1926 K nox
g rad u ate  a n d  lo n g tim e  b o o k  c o llec to r in
Galesburg. “My guess is that my father acquired
the d o c u m e n ts  from  th e  e s ta te  o f  M artha 
Farnham  W ebster,” possibly in  the 1940s, Van
Norm an said. W ebster, w ho  d ied  in 1933, was 
the  d a u g h te r  o f  Eli F a rn h am  a n d  his w ife 
Jerusha, w ho  w ere  am ong the founding party
that follow ed G eorge W ashington Gale to  Illi­
nois from  upsta te  N ew  York in 1836. The col­
lec tio n  in c lu d es d o c u m e n ts , letters , calling
cards, and  o ther items from the 1800s through
the 1920s.

The archive o f photojoumalist Eve Arnold
has b een  acquired by the Beinecke Rare Book
and M anuscript Library at Yale University. With
little form al train ing, A rnold  em b ark ed  o n  a

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

are book dealer Clare Van Norman and Knox 
ege Librarian Jeffrey Douglas inspect materials 
e Farnham Papers collection.

career in p ho tography  that took  he r to China, 
th e  USSR, South Africa, an d  th e  M iddle East, 
as w ell as the heartland o f America. She docu­
m en ted  th e  lives o f o rd inary  p e o p le  a ro u n d  
the  w orld , bu t also  p h o to g rap h ed  celebrities 
from  M arilyn M onroe  to  M argaret T h a tch e r 
an d  from  M alcolm X to Mikhail Baryshnikov. 
T h e  acq u is itio n  o f th e  first o f tw o  p a rts  o f 
Arnold’s archive includes correspondence with 
professional and personal friends, diaries, notes, 
m anuscripts, posters from  exhibitions, televi­
sion films about h e r and  her w ork, and several 
hundred vintage photographs.

Noted scholar Harold Bloom has pledged 
his entire  literary collection to  Saint M ichael’s 
College in Colchester, Vermont. The donation  
consists o f his lifelong accum ulation of books 
that encom pass the  entire range o f British and  
Am erican poetry, criticism and  literary history, 
W estern relig ious tradition, an d  w orld  litera­
ture, m any containing Bloom’s marginalia. Also 
included are his personal papers and archives, 
no tebooks, m anuscrip ts, an d  letters. The let­
ters are from  poets, critics, and  novelists, w ith 
large num bers from  Robert Penn Warren, Ken­
n e th  B urke, A. R. A m m ons, a n d  Jay  W right. 
English P ro fesso r E m eritus Jo h n  Reiss, w h o  
re tire d  las t M ay a f te r  te a c h in g  a t Sain t 
M ichael’s for 34 years, engaged  in an  intellec­
tual dialogue w ith B loom  for alm ost three  d e ­
cades. Saint M ichael’s has received a  com m it­
m ent o f $5 million from  an anonym ous donor, 
a graduate o f the college, to fund construction 
o f a new  library w ith special collection space 
for the  H arold  B loom  Collection. ■
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