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Free information is now available to you

by Ruth Kobylecky Humphrey

B anking data and  research, once  available 
on ly  th ro u g h  spec ia lized  go v ern m en t 
publications o r by  request from  m any sourc

are n o w  increasingly available th rough  the 
Internet. Students, scholars, banking profes­
sionals, and  public  patrons can  n o w  m ore 
easily find m any different levels o f financial 
information, especially within the United States.

This article, w hich  concen tra tes prim a­
rily on  governm ent sites that contain free data 
o r association sites that offer assistance and  
inform ation to  their m em bers, will h e lp  you:

•  find a m odified balance shee t (called a 
“call rep o rt” o r “sta tem ent o f condition”) o f 
any bank, FDIC insured  thrift, o r ban k  ho ld ­
ing com pany w ithin the  U nited States. O r find 
b asic  financia l in fo rm atio n  fo r ind iv idual 
b ranches o f  a bank— inform ation that is no t 
readily fo u n d  in an  annual report;

•  use  inform ation (like deposits) in those  
b ranches to  he lp  de term ine  the  m arket share 
o f financial institutions w ith in  a zip code, 
tow n, o r state;

•  look  at assessm ents o f bo th  the  ban k ­
ing an d  th e  real estate  industries nationw ide;

• look  u p  m any different banking-related  
indexes an d  rates for decad es at a  time;

•  find ou t h ow  m uch  o ld  savings b o nds 
are w orth , set up  your o w n  accoun t to  buy 
Treasury securities, and  learn  w h en  the  next 
T-bill auction  will be  held; and

•  investigate banking and  finance in o ther 
nations, as w ell as the  m eans by  w hich  their 

es, econom ies are m aintained.

Federal agencies
•  N a t io n a l  I n f o r m a t io n  C e n te r  (N IC ).

This site p rovides com prehensive inform a­
tion o n  banks and o ther institutions for w hich 
the  Federal Reserve has a supervisory, regu­
latory, o r research  interest. NIC includes bo th  
dom estic  an d  foreign banking  organizations 
operating  in the U nited States. Organizational 
structure, even  o n  a historical basis, is avail­
able. This is useful w h en  investigating w hat 
b an k  m erged  or acquired  an o th er bank. Fi­
nancial inform ation is available for selected  
tim e periods. B anks can  also b e  autom ati­
cally ran k ed  in size by  various criteria. A c­
cess: h ttp ://w w w .ffiec .gov /n ic /.

•  F ed era l F in a n c ia l I n s t itu t io n s  E x a m i­
n a t io n  C o u n c il. This interagency council, 
w hich outlines uniform  procedures for the fed­
eral exam ination of financial institutions, serves 
as the site for NIC and also offers annual H om e 
Mortgage Disclosure Act Data in the aggre­
gate, by  census tract, and  by m etropolitan sta­
tistical area. Access: h ttp://w w w .ffiec.gov/.

•  F ed era l D e p o s it  I n s u r a n c e  C o r p o r a ­
t io n  (FD IC ). The FDIC operates a fine Web 
site w ith electronic versions o f several im por­
tant banking research publications. “The Data
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Book: O perating Banks and  B ranches” p re­
sents basic financial data by  individual branch, 
as well as by bank. These figures can be ranked 
to show  a b ank’s m arket share in a particular 
city o r  zip code. “Historical Statistics on  Bank­
ing” and  “Statistics o n  Banking” offers large 
am ounts o f data by state. “Q uarterly Banking 
Profile” and  “Survey o f Real Estate T rends” 
provides excellent exam inations o f these  in­
dustries bo th  nationw ide and  by region. En­
tirely new  is the FDIC’s section listing specific 
online banks that are authorized to  do  busi­
ness in the  U nited States. Press releases con­
taining w arnings about questionable activities 
o f online banks m ay also be  helpful to the 
consum er. The institution directory will help  a 
searcher identify a ban k  an d  then  see  its call 
report data, w hich  includes material no t seen 
in NIC. Also o f no te  is the  FDIC Library page, 
listing com m ercial firms that buy  the call re­
port inform ation from  the governm ent a n d  of­
fer their ow n  ratings (for a fee) o f  the  safety 
and  soundness o f com m ercial financial insti­
tutions. Access: h ttp ://w w w .fd ic .gov/.

•  O ffic e  o f  th e  C o m p tr o lle r  o f  t h e  C ur­
r e n c y  (O C C ). E stablished in  1863 as a b u ­
reau  o f the  U.S. D epartm en t o f  th e  Treasury, 
th e  OCC charters, regulates, an d  supervises 
all national banks. It a lso superv ises th e  fed ­

eral b ranches a n d  agencies o f  for­
eign banks. This site has a  g o o d  ex­
planation o f ho w  to track dow n  data

Comptroller of the Currency 
Administrator of National Banks

on  a specific financial institution w h en  you 
d o n ’t know  w ho  regulates it. The OCC is also 
b lunt abou t som e call report data still being 
only available in paper upon request. Access: 
http://www.occ.treas.gov/.

•  O f f ic e  o f  T h r ift  S u p e r v is io n  (O T S). 
The OTS, the  primary regulator o f  all federal 
and  m any state-chartered thrift institutions (in­
c luding savings banks an d  savings an d  loan 
associations), provides access to  cost o f  funds 
da ta  an d  o th e r series o f statistics an d  figures 
a b o u t  th rif ts  o n  its s ite . A ccess: h t tp : / /  
w w w .o ts .treas.gov /.

•  F e d e r a l  H o u s i n g  F in a n c e  B o a r d  
(FH F B ). The regulator for the  Federal H om e

L o an  B a n k  
S y s te m , th e  
FH FB m a in ­

tains m any detailed surveys o f interest rates,
loan  term s, an d  ho u se  prices by  loan type and  
by  institutional len d er type. Access: h ttp :/ /  
w w w .fhfb .gov/.

•  N a t io n a l  C r e d it  U n io n  A d m in is t r a ­
t i o n .  T h is  is a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  f e d e r a l  
ag en c y  th a t su p e rv ise s  a n d  in su re s  fed era l 
c red it u n io n s  a n d  in su re s  m an y  s ta te -ch a r­
te re d  c red it u n io n s . T h e  W eb site  o ffers 
call re p o rt in fo rm a tio n  o n  in d iv id u a l cred it 
u n io n s . Access: h t tp : / /w w w .n c u a .g o v / .

•  T h e  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  P u b lic  D e b t . This 
a g e n c y ’s n am e  d e sc rib e s  its fu n c tio n  v ery  
w ell. T h e  s ite  has d e ta ile d  re su lts  o f  p re ­
v io u s a u c tio n s  o f  T reasu ry  b ills, n o te s  a n d  
b o n d s , lists u p c o m in g  au c tio n s , a n d  g ives 
in fo rm a tio n  o n  e s tab lish in g  T reasu ry  D i­
rect acco u n ts  to  p u rc h ase  su ch  g o v e rn m en t 
se c u ri t ie s  (e v e n  o n lin e !) . M uch  sa v in g s  
b o n d  in fo rm a tio n  is a lso  av a ilab le  h e re . 
Access: h t tp : / / w w w .p u b lic d e b t.t re a s .g o v / .

•  F in a n c i a l  M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e  
(FM S). The FMS, a Treasury D epartm ent bu­
reau, calls itself the U.S. governm ent’s finan­
cial m anager an d  accountant. Navigate to  the 
full text o f  the  m ajor publication  “Treasury 
Bulletin,” w ith its detailed accounting o f the 
nation’s currency, securities, and  o ther finan­
cial instruments. Access: h ttp://w w w .fm s.treas. 
govfinman.htm l.

•  F in C E N . Part o f  th e  U.S. T reasu ry , 
th e  F inancia l C rim es E n fo rcem en t N etw ork  
site  d iscu sse s  m o n ey  la u n d e rin g  a n d  o th e r  
fin an c ia l c rim inal activ ities  in m u ch  de ta il. 
Access: h t tp : / /w w w .u s tre a s .g o v /f in c e n / .

•  G e n e r a l A c c o u n t in g  O ff ic e  (G A O ). 
Brow se th rough  the  site o f C ongress’s investi­
gative w atchdog  for critical investigations o f 
m any current an d  em erging topics in banking 
and  finance. Full text o f GAO reports can  be 
either d o w nloaded  o r requested  in print. A c­
cess: h ttp ://w w w .gao .gov /.

The Federal Reserve  System
A lthough the  W eb sites o f the  Federal Reserve 
B oard an d  the  12 Federal Reserve B anks are 
all extensively linked, each  site m aintains its 
ow n  personality and  specialties. In general, 
m ost national econom ic and  banking data se­
ries that the press attributes to  the Federal Re­
serve originate from the Board. If interested in
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a particular part o f  the  country, check  the 
Board’s W eb site m ap o f Federal Reserve Dis­
tricts (b roken  dow n  by county) to see  w hich  
Federal Reserve Banks cover the  area, then  
navigate through those banks’ sites to see w hat 
regional data, forecasting, o r links are offered. 
The banks’ URLs are listed below , bu t only 
selected highlights have b een  featured.

•  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  
R e s e r v e  S y s te m . F o unded  by C ongress in 
1913, th e  F e d e ra l R ese rv e  c o n d u c ts  th e  
n a tio n ’s m o n e ta ry  po licy , su p e rv ise s  a n d  
regulates banking  institutions, is charged w ith 
m aintaining th e  stability o f the  U.S. financial 
system  and  provides certain financial services 
to  the  U.S. governm ent, financial institutions, 
an d  public  and  foreign official institutions. 
The site m ap  will show  how  rich and com ­
plex  this W eb site is to b ank ing  researchers. 
O f particular interest to  bank ing  researchers 
a re  item s like “Assets a n d  Liabilities o f  Com ­
m ercial B anks in th e  U nited States” (H.8), the  
“Beige B ook ,” a list o f Section 20 Subsidiar­
ies, th e  “R eport to  C ongress on  Fees,” and  
“Services o f  D ep o sito ry  In stitu tio n s.” T he 
“Staff S tudies” an d  Federal Reserve B ulle tin  
articles are  w orth  b row sing  th rough , as well. 
Fascinating d iscussions o n  a  variety  o f p ro b ­
lem s an d  situations can b e  fo u n d  in  sections 
like  Legal In te rp re ta tio n s , P ub lic  M eeting  
T ranscripts an d  SR Letters, th e  last o f  w hich  
are the  B oard’s g u idance to  th e  system ’s bank  
exam iners. Current and  historical tab les o f 
data like foreign  ex change  rates, se lec ted  in­
terest rates, a n d  con su m er credit are avail­
ab le  in a  variety  o f form ats. Access: h ttp :/ /  
w w w .fed eralreserv e .g o v /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  A tla n ta . The 
h an d y  b ro ch u re  “Fundam ental Facts abou t 
U.S. M oney” is only o n e  o f the  m any useful 
pub lications from  th e  12 banks available in 
p rin t a n d  o n  th e  site o f the  b an k  that w rote  
them . Access: h ttp ://w w w .frb a tlan ta .o rg /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  B o s to n . A c­
cess: h ttp ://w w w .b o s .frb .o rg /.

•  F ed era l R e se r v e  B a n k  o f  C h ica g o . This 
site con tains the  “Paym ent Systems Research 
D atabase ,” an  an n o ta ted  b ib liog raphy  that 
covers b o th  historical an d  em erg ing  issues in 
e lec tro n ic  b an k in g , c learin g  system s, and  
co m m e rc e . T h e  lo n g -ru n n in g  n e w s le tte r  
Agletter, w hich  includes th e  “Farm land Value 
Survey in the  District,” is an o th e r notable  item  
at this site. Access: h ttp ://w w w .frb ch i.o rg /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  C le v e la n d .
Access: h ttp ://w w w .clev .frb .o rg /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  D a lla s . A c­
cess: h ttp ://w w w .d allasfed .o rg /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  K a n sa s  C ity.
Survey o f  A gricu ltura l Credit C onditions is an ­
o th e r useful agricultural b ank ing  new sletter, 
c o v e r in g  th is  d is t r ic t .  A ccess:  h t t p : / /  
w w w .kc .frb .o rg /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  M in n e a p o ­
l i s .  A gricu ltura l Credit C onditions  an d  the  
interview s in The Region  are tw o publications 
o f special interest at this W eb site. Access: 
h ttp ://w o o d ro w .m p ls.frb .fed .u s /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  N e w  Y o rk . 
This W eb site covers on ly  a fraction o f  the  
du ties a n d  reporting  that a re  exclusive to  this 
bank. Exam ine this site carefully for infor­
m ation concerning foreign exchange rates (in­
cluding th e  “T urnover Survey”), prim ary deal­
ers, com m ercial paper, in terbank  loan rates, 
an d  others. O th er features o f interest are  a 
first-rate savings b o n d  calculator an d  “U.S. 
Paym ent Systems: A P lum ber’s G uide .” A c­
cess: h ttp ://w w w .n y .frb .o rg /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  P h ila d e l­
p h ia .  “T he Livingston Survey,” a sum m ary 
o f econom ic  forecasters, is a  p o p u la r feature 
o f  this site. Access: h ttp ://w w w .p h il.frb .o rg /.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  R ic h m o n d .  
This bank  produces o n e  o f the  system ’s best 
free publications to be  found  in print and  on  
the  net: “Instrum ents o f  the  M oney M arket.” 
Access: h ttp ://w w w .rich .frb .org/.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  S a n  F r a n ­
c i s c o .  This site is th e  h o m e o f the  Fed in  
P rin t  database, w hich  indexes a n d  abstracts 
th e  periodicals, w ork ing  p apers, a n d  confer­
en ce  p roceed ings pub lish ed  by  th e  Federal 
Reserve System. R ecent articles a n d  w ork ing  
p ap ers  frequently  a p p ea r as links; o ld er m a­
terial is o ften  available th ro u g h  conventional 
interlibrary loan. Access: http:Avww.frbsf.org/.

•  F e d e r a l R e s e r v e  B a n k  o f  St. L o u is . 
“Fred ,” o n e  o f  th e  first e lectronic com pila­
tions o f  historical econom ic an d  banking data, 
features m ore th an  just Federal R eserve data. 
Also available at this site are som e o f St. Louis’s 
popular consum er-oriented periodicals like U.S. 
Financial D ata  and N ational M onetary Trends. 
Access: h ttp ://w w w .stls.frb .org/.

State banking com m issions
•  C o n fe r e n c e  o f  S tate B a n k  S u p e r v iso r s
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(C S B S ). CSBS is a national o rganization  of 
sta te  banking  regulatory offices trying to e n ­
courage the dual banking system  o f the United 
States (a b a n k ’s cho ice  o f  e ith e r state  o r  fed­
eral regulation , b a sed  u p o n  the  b a n k ’s char­
ter). B esides d iscussing  th e  o p e ra tio n  and  
p rob lem s o f b ank ing  across state lines, this 
W eb site also has an  extrem ely  useful list o f 
links to all state b ank ing  regulators. Access: 
h ttp ://w w w .csb sd a l.o rg /.

International banking
•  B ank  fo r  In tern ational Settlem ents (BIS).

A unique and  som etim es controversial institu­
tion that began  in the  1930s, the  BIS is bo th  a 
central banking institution and  a  comm ercial 
bank  located in Switzerland. It is primarily ow ned 
and controlled by central banks; its depositors 
are limited to central banks and latge interna­
tional financial institutions. The BIS offers a 
forum  for the  international discussion o f m a­
jor topics, like derivatives and  capital adequacy 
standards, and  helps coordinate the  efforts o f 
central banks in these matters. Its excellent Web 
site has links to central banks around the world, 
an d  offers BIS statistical surveys, com m ittee 
position papers, and  o ther docum ents contain­
ing policies that have an  enorm ous effect upo n  
even  the  dom estic  banking  industry o f  the  
U nited States. Access: h ttp ://w w w .b is.o rg /.

•  M ark B e r n k o p f s  C en tra l B a n k in g  R e­
s o u r c e  C en ter . Not a governm en t site, this 
W eb pag e  has a list o f links to  th e  W eb pages 
o f th e  central ban k s o f nations w orldw ide. 
Also o f no te  a re  th e  links to  o th er na tions’ 
currency boards and  m inistries o f finance and  
econom y. A variety o f o th er links pertain ing 
to  b ank ing  an d  econom ics also appear. A c­
cess: h ttp  ://a d am s. pa trio t. n e t/~ b e rn k o p f/.

Professional organ izations
•  A m e r ic a n  B a n k e r s  A s s o c ia t io n .  The

principal association o f bankers in the  United 
States, this W eb site has information about their 
activities and services to their membership. O ne 
o f  their surveys is know n  as the  C onsum er 
D e lin q u en cy  Survey. Access: h ttp :/ /w w w . 
ab a.co m /.

•  B a n k  M a r k e tin g  A s s o c ia t io n  (B M A ).
An affiliate o f the  A m erican B ankers Asso­
ciation, th e  BMA is a large financial services 
m arketing  organization. It p rov ides m arket­
ing inform ation  a n d  edu ca tio n  to  its m em ­
bers. Access: h ttp ://w w w .b m an e t.o rg /.

•  B a n k  A d m in is tr a t io n  In s t itu te  (B A I).
T he BAI is a professional organ ization  that 
pub lishes a n d  sells its strategic research  an d  
offers a variety o f conferences an d  sem inars. 
Access: h ttp ://w w w .b a i.o rg /.

•  F in a n c ia l  S e r v ic e s  R o u n d ta b le . For­
m erly know n as the  B ankers’ R oundtable and  
the  A ssociation o f  Reserve City B ankers, this 
association  draw s its selective m em bersh ip  
from  the largest financial institutions and  com ­
panies in the  country. Inform ation abou t their 
pub lished  studies and  policy pap ers  are avail­
a b le  o n  th e i r  W eb s ite . A ccess: h t t p : / /  
w w w .b an k e rsro u n d .o rg /.

•  I n d e p e n d e n t  C o m m u n ity  B a n k e r s  o f  
A m e r ic a  (IC B A ). Form erly called  the  Inde­
p en d en t B ankers A ssociation o f Am erica, the  
ICBA’s m em bersh ip  concen tra tes o n  serving 
in d ep en d en tly  o w n ed  a n d  o p e ra ted  com m u­
nity banks. Access: h ttp ://w w w .ib aa .o rg /.

•  M o r tg a g e  B a n k e r s  A s s o c ia t io n . O rga­
nized for all professional participants involved 
in real estate  finance, this g ro u p ’s W eb site 
lists its services for m em bers an d  th e  latest 
re leases in its surveys like “M ortgage D elin­
qu en cy  Rates” an d  “M ortgage Loan A pplica­
tions.” Access: h ttp ://w w w .m b aa .o rg /.

The secondary m arket
•  F r e d d ie  M a c . T h is  s to c k h o ld e r -  

o w n e d  c o rp o ra tio n , c h a r te re d  b y  C ongress 
in  1970, in c re a s e s  th e  su p p ly  o f  fu n d s  
av a ilab le  to  m o rtg a g e  le n d e rs  by  b u y in g  
m o rtg ag es a n d  th e n  rep ac k ag in g  th em  in to  
g u a ra n te e d  se cu ritie s  fo r sa le  in th e  se c ­
o n d a ry  m ark e t. F red d ie  M ac s ta n d a rd s  a n d  
g u id e lin e s  h av e  an  e n o rm o u s  effec t o n  th e  
s ta n d a rd s  o f  h o m e  f in a n c in g  lo a n s  th a t 
b a n k s  a n d  o th e r  fin an c ia l in stitu tio n s  o f­
fer. T h is site  c o n ta in s  th e  o f ten -c ite d  “P ri­
m ary  M o rtg ag e  M ark et S u rv e y .” Access: 
h t tp : / /w w w .f re d d ie m a c .c o m /.

•  F a n n ie  M ae. This sha reh o ld er-o w n ed  
com pany, estab lished  in an o th er form  in the  
1930s, also ex p an d s th e  availability o f  m ort­
gage funds by  buying  FHA, VA, and  co n v en ­
tional m ortgages an d  selling th em  in insured  
p ackages on  th e  secondary  m arket. Access: 
h ttp ://w w w .fan n iem ae .co m /.

•  F a n n ie  M ae’s  H o m e P a th ® . This site 
contains useful inform ation about buying or 
refinancing a hom e, and  offers a useful glos­
sary and  a m ortgage calculator. Access: h ttp ://  
w w w .hom epath .com /. ■
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