The Mile High City

Get closer to the sky at ACRL’s 10th National Conference

by Ellen Metter

Ed. Note: ACRL will hold

JL’RLX its 10th National Confer-

ence, “ACRL X: Crossing

the Divide,” in Denver,

‘ ‘ Colorado, March 15-18,
2001.

Are you running for
Mayor of Denver?” That’s what people ask as
I blather on about yet another marvelous as-
pect of this not-so-small-anymore town. W hat
can | say? There’s plenty to praise. Friendly
people, varied city life, and more mountains
over 14,000 feet (we call them 14%rs) than
Switzerland.

If you’re a “flat- F
lander,” i.e., not cur- |
rently living on a windy
mountaintop, you’ll
want to acclimate to the
altitude ofthe Mile High
City. (Yes, the nickname
is accurate—stand on
the 15th step on the
west side of the 24K
gold-domed State Capi-
tol Building and you’ll
be exactly a mile high—5,280 feet).

So drink plenty of water, avoid salty foods
and alcohol before you arrive, and don’tplan
on staging an opera performance on your
day of arrival. Buthere’swhat happens when
you’re a mile high: you're closer to the
sky!

>\

Scenes of the breathtaking Denver skyline.

The Colorado atmosphere is a clear, end-
less blue, and cloudy days bring forth varia-
tions in cloud shapes that range from milky
Zeppelins to translucent waterfalls. And no
one will elbow you and say that you look
like a tourist if you feel like gazing heaven-
ward for awhile—Coloradans do it all the
time.

LoDo—Lower downtown Denver
The ACRL convention will be held right off
LoDo, the Lower Downtown Denver dis-
trict, flanked by the University of Colorado at
Denver at one end and
- Coors Field, home of
' baseball’s Colorado
Rockies, at the other.
Formerly a down-
and-out district, this area
of restored turn-of-the-
century architecture has
been revitalized and
features shopping, res-
taurants, galleries, live
music, and entertain-
ment. Visit Larimer
Square in LoDo for great coffee and treats at
The Market; stylish home furnishings at zZ
Gallerie; objects flaunting Western kitsch and
class at the Cry Baby Ranch; or an evening
of fun at Comedy Works [(303) 595-3637].
Larimer Square moves seamlessly into the
shops and eateries of Writer’s Square and
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the 16thStreet Mall, where you can stroll or
take a free bus shuttle along this 12-block
stretch of sights and activities. New to the
mall isthe Denver Pavillions, which feature
a 15-screen movie complex, such restaurants
as the Hard Rock Café and Café Odyssey,
and retail stores including Virgin Records,
Nike Town, and local favorite Stephany’s
Chocolates (my mother threatened to disown
me if | don’t send her almond toffee from
Stephany’s every birthday.)

Another Denver hot spot is the Cherry
Creek Shopping District, a 10-minute drive
from LoDo. This area features the upscale
Cherry Creek Mall, home to such nation-
ally known higher-end stores as Sak’s Fifth
Avenue and Neiman-Marcus. North of the mall
is Cherry Creek North, a lovely collection
of boutiques, art galleries, and numerous
drinking and dining choices.

If youd like to do some antique hunting
on your visit, catch a bus to South Broadway
to the area known as Antique Alley (between
Mississippi and lowa), where you’ll find, lit-
erally, hundreds of antique dealers with wares
ranging from top-quality, top-dollar treasures
to bargain-priced finds.

Brew and food

In Denver you’ll enjoy Western cuisine and
brews. Colorado is renowned for its varied
beer offerings, with more than

80 brewpubs and 18 micro- r -
breweries—and more than a =
dozen of them are in the Lodo
area.

On a visit to Tennessee, |
stopped inabrewpub where the
proprietor heard I was from Den-
ver. “I'm jealous,” he said. “You
must have been to the Wynkoop
Brewery.” You bet. The
Wynkoop Brewing Company
(1634 18th Street, off Wynkoop
Street) is Colorado’s oldest
brewpub and features such origi-
nal mixtures as SageBrush Stout,
Railyard Ale and Patti’s Chili Beer, which has a
bit of Anaheim pepper tossed in. Other no-
table Denver brewpubs include Champion
Brewing Company (1442 Larimer Square),
the Denver Chophouse and Brewery (1735
19th Street), and the Rock Bottom Brewery
(1001 16th Street).
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The home of the
Unsinkable Molly Brown.

Meet your shopping needs
at the 16th Street Mall.

Teetotalers should try the elegant Af-
ternoon Tea at the Brown Palace [321 17t
Street, Mondays through Fridays, 12-4, res-
ervations recommended at (800) 321-25991.
And if tea is, well, your cup of tea, enjoy a
tour and tea tasting at Celestial Season-
ings in Boulder [(303) 581-12021.

Unique Colorado fare can found in down-
town Denver at the excellent 1515 eatery
(1515 Market Street), which offers grilled
rattlesnake over penne pasta; the Cadillac
Ranch (1400 Larimer Square), serving
smoked buffalo sausage quesadillas as an
appetizer; and the Denver Buffalo Com-
pany (1109 Lincoln Avenue), with dishes
featuring duck, quail, and, of course, buf-
falo.

Vegetarians are also well-tended to, with
meatless and just plain old healthy options
available at most Denver-area
restaurants. (Denver is the
“thinnest” city in America!)

The city also has the excel-
lent variety of ethnic restaurants
you'd expect in a metropolitan
area, including Delhi Darbar
(1514 Blake Street), with a low-
priced, all-you-can-eat lun-
cheon; Tommy Tsunami’s Pa-
cific Diner (1432 Market
Street), featuring Pacific rim spe-
cialties and a slick style; the
Little Russian Café (1424
Larimer Street), a hearty dinner
choice (closed for lunch); and
Playa Azul (1500 Curtis Street),
not fancy but with good-tasting, reasonably
priced Mexican fare. Choices in restaurants
abound and few disappoint.

Other Denver attractions include
Colorado’s OceanJourney, featuring 15,000
water and land creatures, including native Colo-



Plan avisit to the US. Mint, one of only four
in the United States.

rado fish, sea otters, zebra sharks, and Sumatran
tigers. Another enjoyable destination is the
U.S. Mint, one of only four mints in the
United States. The Mint, which makes coins
of all denominations, has free weekday tours
of the facility [320 W. Colfax Avenue, (303)
405-4791].

Cultural sites
Though the history of the Queen City of the
Plains isnt ancient—it’s interesting. That fa-
mous heroine of the Titanic made her home
in Denver and a tour of the Molly Brown
House Museum [1340 Pennsylvania Street,
(303) 832-4092] offers a view of upper
middle-class living in the early 20th century
and stories of the unsinkable woman her-
self. The Colorado History Museum (1300
Broadway) has permanent exhibits that in-
clude a look at the Cheyenne Dog Soldiers
(an elite Cheyenne warrior society), early rail-
ways, mining, and one of the largest collec-
tions of Mesa-Verde artifacts in the world.

The Rocky Mountain region also has its
share of art and cultural activities. The Den-
ver Center for the Performing Arts (the
PLEX), second in size only to New York’
Lincoln Center, isa complex of eight theaters
in a 4-square-block area, topped by an 80-
foot-high glass archway. The PLEX presents
plays, concerts, dance, comedy, and cabaret
[Speer & Arapahoe, (303) 893-410]. Groups
that regularly appear at the PLEX include the
Colorado Ballet [(303) 837-8888], Opera
Colorado, and the Colorado Symphony Or-
chestra [for both the opera and the sym-
phony (303) 986-8742],

The Denver Art Museum [100 West 14th
Avenue Parkway, (303) 640-4433], a fortress-
like, towering structure, features many styles

and types of art, including Western master-
pieces by Remington and Russell, Native
American art, and special exhibitions, such
as this past summer’s Toulouse Lautrec show.

Sharing the plaza with the Denver Art
M useum is the 540,000 square-foot Denver
Public Library, designed by world-famous
architect Michael Graves. Also be sure to see
The Yearling, sculpted by Donald Lipski, the
aesthetically controversial sculpture to the
north of the library; it’s a brown-and-white
horse looking rather small astride a very big
red chair. Civic Center Park is also to the
library’s north, home to many of Denver’s
festivals.

The Denver Public Library was designed
by Michael Graves.

No need to go hungry after admiring art
or book browsing. The Art Museum’s restau-
rant, Palette’s, is exceptional, and a single
malt whiskey and some fish and chips can
be had nearby at Pint’s Pub [221 West 13th
Avenue, (303) 534-7543], a haven for Anglo-
philes.

Rather fortuitously, the ACRL convention is
scheduled for the very weekend in 2001 that

Be a part of the learning community at
ACRL’ 10th National Conference, ACRL
X: Crossing the Divide,” in Denver, March
15-18, 1001.

Submit a program proposal following
the guidelines listed in the “Call for Par-
ticipation,” included as an insert in this
issue and on the Web atwww.ala.org/acrl/
denver.html.

Program proposals for papers, panels,
workshops, and preconferences are due
May 1, 2000.
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the Denver March Pow Wow is being held
at the Denver Coliseum [March 16-18, (303)
934-80451. This event draws people from
around the world to enjoy Native American
song, dance, drumming, arts, jewelry, and
crafts. A pastpow-wow attendee recommends
that you plan to bring enough money to buy
unique items atthe pow-wow since you won't
be able to resist them.

No self-respecting bibliophile would visit
Denver and miss a trip to the Tattered Cover
Bookstore [(303) 322-
77271. The original lo-
cation in the Cherry
Creek Shopping Dis-
trict (at 1stand Milwau-
kee) helped set the
standard nationwide
for large bookstores
featuring comfortable
reading nooks, good
customer service, and
a steady stream of
book signings. The
Cherry Creek Tattered
Cover has also created the Fourth Story Res-
taurant [(303) 322-1824], serving lunch, din-
ner, and Sunday brunch, in a dining room
with a view. A second Tattered Cover [(303)
436-1070], nearly as impressive as the first,
is in LoDo, just off the 16th Street Mall on
Wynkoop Street.

While you're on Wynkoop Street, also stop
by the beautiful, historic Union Station train
station, featuring a model railroad layout in

Colorado Arts News. http://electracity.
com/can/index.html. Provides extensive
information about Colorado cultural activi-
ties, including galleries, theater, and sym-
phonies. Also see http://www. artstozoo.
org.

Colorado Ski Country USA. http://www.
skicolorado.org. Find out about Colorado
ski resorts, including snow conditions and
money-saving deals.

Colorado State Parks and Outdoor Rec-
reation. http://www.coloradoparks.oig. Sup-
plies activity, location, fee, and amenity in-
formation for Colorado’s state parks and
other outdoor getaways.
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A look at the majestic Maroon Bells
mountains in Aspen.

its basement [call (303) 572-1015 for viewing
times] and the Redfish Looziana Roadhouse
and Seafood Kitchen. The station is still ac-
tive, shuttling Amtrak passengers and those
riding the scenic Ski Train [(303) 296-4754]
to Winter Park, for winter sports, shopping,
and strolling.

Sports
Spectator sports abound in Denver, and in
March you can take in Denver Nugget’s bas-
ketball [(303) 893-6700],
the Colorado Xplo-
sion, professional wo-
men’s basketball [(303)
832-2225], hockey with
the Colorado Ava-
lanche [(303)405-
1100], and soccer with
the Colorado Rapids
[(800) 844-77771.
Though the Rock-
ies aren’t playing in
March, you can take a
75-minute tour of the
impressive Coors Field [(303) 312-2108], de-
signed to look like an old-fashioned ballpark.
The Super Bowl-winning Broncos, won'tbe
playing in March, and their 76,000 seat sta-
dium wontbe quite complete by conference
time, but pick up a t-shirt while you're here!

., .

Outside of Denver
There’s plenty to do beyond the borders of
the city. Northwest of Denver, you’ll find

Denver Metro Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau. http://www.denver.org. Find facts
and tips for your trip. Call them for a great
Denver tourism guide, free, at (303) 892-
1112.

Denver Sidewalk. http://www.denver.
sidewalk.com. Reviews eateries, lists cur-
rent events, and describes Denver attrac-
tions.

Official Web Site of Colorado Tourism.
http://www.colorado.com/. Information
from the Colorado Travel and Tourism Au-
thority, including a monthly calendar or
events. Fora free Colorado vacation guide,
call them at (800) COLORADO.
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skicolorado.org
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the unique com-
munity of Boul-
der, where the
New Age is old
news, the stun-
ning Flatirons
tempt rock
climbers, and
everyone seems
impossibly heal-
thy. The mag-
nificent Rocky
Mountain Na-
tional Park
[(970) 586-1206]
is northwest of
Denver, about 70 miles away. And, of course,
ski areas abound, including Loveland [(800)
736-3754], less than an hour from Denver;
Keystone, about an hour-and-a-half trip;
Aspen/Snowm ass [(800) 923-8920]; and
Vail [(800) 525-3875], all farther away but
great to visit whether you ski the slopes
or just admire the scenery.

Mountain visitors also enjoy snowshoeing,
snowmobiling, or just strolling through such
historic towns as Georgetown, a picturesque
village of Victorian-era structures [(800) 472-
8230]; Golden, home to the Colorado Rail-
road Museum [(800) 365-6263]; the Colorado
School of Mines Geology Museum [(303)
273-38151; and the Coors Brewing Company,
which conducts free tours of its plant conclud-
ing with free sam-ples of its brew [(303) 277-
23371.

Bring extra coins for the one-armed ban-
dits in Colorado’s gambling destinations:
Black Hawk and Central City, tucked into
the foothills west of Denver, and, heading
south in the state, Cripple Creek. Central
City is also known for the Central City Op-
era House, which has performances only in
the summer, but welcomes visitors to view
its Victorian interior year-round; ask for a
tour at the Teller House casino [(303) 279-
3200],

South of Denver are the stunning red rock
formations of the Garden of the Gods in
Colorado Spring—an enthralling sight [(719)
634-6666], The garden can be enjoyed in any
weather, since there are paved roads for au-
tos that wind through the red rocks.

Like most places in the United States,
Colorado has unpredictable weather patterns

Your choice of the opera
or gambling is available at
Central City.

in March, the month of the ACRL confer-
ence. Multiply that unpredictability factor by
about ten in Colorado! It’s a sunny state—
even in the winter—and has more sunny
days year-round than Miami, Florida, or San
Diego, California.

To illustrate the variability of Denver
weather, here are two historic weather re-
ports from March 19: in 1997 there was a
high of 71 degrees while in 1998 Denver
temperatures topped out at 30 degrees ac-
companied by 5 inches of snow. The “nor-
mal” daytime temperatures in March are in
the 50s (which, with low humidity, feels de-
lightful) but can drop 20 degrees or more at
night. Wear layers and check the forecast
before you arrive.

Let’s see—did I mention line dancing, the
Museum of Natural History, the Black
American West Museum and Heritage
Center, the Denver Botanic Gardens, and
the Denver Zoo? Well, I've barely begun to
brag but even the self-appointed mayor of
Denver must stop at some point and let you
roam on your own. m

It was so refreshing to read Jennifer
W. Kimball’s “Remember when you were
information illiterate?” in the July/August
1999 issue of C&RL News.

All too often we overestimate the level
ofawareness that students and faculty have
about doing research, especially with the
technological enhancements that have im-
pacted our delivery of information re-
sources.

Atour community college, the percent-
age of students who do not use a com-
puter regularly and are not connected to
the Internet is higher than those who do.
Staff and faculty who may use a computer
daily to process student enrollments or
prepare purchase requisitions may not be
at all familiar or comfortable with “surfing
on the Web.”

Kimball’s article was especially useful
to me as | developed the course | am
teaching this fall for faculty and staff: In-
formation Literacy in an Information-Over-
loaded World.— Charlet Key, Black Hawk
College, e-mail: keyc@ Bhcl.bhc.edu
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Rima O'Connor
Interlibrary Loan Librarian
Herrick Memorial Library

Alfred University

s

“Virtually every article or chapter

l've written was constructed on

Every day in over 34,000 libraries around
the world, librarians help their users locate
the information they're seeking...with the
help of OCLC.

Just ask Rima O’Connor. She recently told
us, “OCLC expands our library beyond its
walls, so we can provide better service to
our faculty and students.”

Among those who appreciate this service
is Professor Marc Olshan, who has over
three dozen publications and research
projects to his credit. Professor Olshan
depends upon fast and easy access to
information, so he relied upon the
interlibrary loan services provided by
Herrick Memorial Library to obtain materials

Look whatyou’
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some vital piece of information
uncovered through OCLC”

Marc A. Olshan

Professor of Sociology, Alfred University, Alfred, New York

for his article, “Lessons from Cuba.” The
Humanist 58:3, (May/June 1998): 14-17.

At OCLC we continue to develop new
ways to provide our membership with
innovative and affordable library services.
For example, we are working with 200
OCLC member libraries on an international
research initiative that is using automated
cataloging tools and library cooperation to
create a database of Web resources.

For information about what you can do
now with OCLC services, please contact us at:

www.oclc.org
1-800-848-5878

' ' el
doing now... with OCLC.
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