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CONFERENCE CIRCUIT

The Second National Conference 
on Information Literacy

User instruction and new educational models

by Hannelore B. Rader

A p p ro x im a te ly  50 p a r t ic ip a n ts  fro m  
M exico a tten d ed  th e  S econd  National 
C o n fe ren ce  o n  In fo rm atio n  Literacy: 

Instruction a n d  N ew  Educational M odels, held  
at th e  U niversity A utonom a in  th e  City o f 
Ju a rez  (UA) in C h ihuahua  Province, M exico, 
O c to b er 7 -9 , 1999.

Partic ipan ts in c lu d ed  A dolfo  R odrigues 
G allardo from  th e  N ational Library o f  M exico 
a n d  librarians from  th e  University o f  Texas, 
El Paso. At th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  conference, 
h e ld  in th e  new ly  rem o d e led  university  li­
brary, the  P residen t o f  th e  University, M ae­
stro R uben Lau, s tressed  th e  im p ortance  o f 
inform ation  services a n d  libraries for ed u ca ­
tio n  a n d  learn ing  a n d  that libraries are  defi­
nitely u n d e ru sed  in Mexico.

I w as o n e  o f  tw o  k eyno te  sp eak ers  from  
th e  U nited  States w h o  ad d ressed  inform ation  
literacy. My p resen ta tio n  w as en titled  “P re­
paring  for the  21st century: Educating studen ts 
an d  citizens fo r effective u se  o f  in fo rm ation ,” 
an d  it ad d ressed  educationa l n eed s fo r th e  
21st century , especially  in term s o f  in form a­
tion  skills, a n d  de fin ed  inform ation  literacy 
in term s o f inform ation com petency  standards 
fo r h igher educa tion . I ou tlin ed  the  h igher 
ed u ca tio n  en v iro n m en t an d  curriculum  re­

U

form  in term s o f opportu n ities  for academ ic 
librarians to  integrate inform ation literacy into 

serth e  curriculum .
Betsy W ilson, from  the University o f W ash­

ington (UW), addressed  “Inform ation literacy: 
F lu en cy  a c ro ss  th e  c o m m u n ity .” She e x ­
p la ined  that studen ts m ust have  sophisticated  
inform ation  a n d  techno logy  skills to function  
effectively in th e  fu ture  k n o w ledge-based  e n ­
v ironm ent. She ex p la in ed  that m any  ed u ca ­
tors m ust co llaborate  to  en su re  that s tuden ts 
b eco m e inform ation  an d  techno logy  literate, 
a n d  sh e  p re sen te d  several best p ractices o f 
in fo rm atio n  flu en cy  across a n d  b e y o n d  a 
particu lar institution.

O f particu la r in te res t w as th e  p ro g ram  
UW ired, d ev e lo p ed  a t th e  UW  libraries. Since 
1994 this successful p rog ram  has effectively 
in teg rated  inform ation  literacy an d  tech n o l­
ogy in to  teach in g  an d  learning.

A p plicatio n s and practices
Sixteen lib rarians from  p u b lic  a n d  private  
co lleges th ro u g h o u t M exico d iscussed  ap p li­
cations a n d  p ractices re la ted  to  inform ation  
literacy in a  variety o f academ ic settings. T o p ­
ics co v ered  in c lu d ed  edu ca tio n  a n d  training 
for th e  u se  o f electronic databases, using  soft­
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w a re  to  tra in  s tu d en ts  fo r in fo rm atio n  use ,
b asin g  ten u re  d ec isio n s o n  th e  su ccess o f
p ro fesso rs  in  h e lp in g  s tu d e n ts  acq u ire  infor­
m atio n  h ab its  fo r life long  learn ing , in teg ra t­
in g  in fo rm atio n  literacy  in to  a  m as te r’s p ro ­
gram , a n d  p ro v id in g  de ta ils  o f  va rio u s u se r
in stru c tio n  p ro g ram s a t p u b lic  a n d  p rivate
un iversities th ro u g h o u t th e  country .

E le ctro n ic  b ra in sto rm in g  sessio n s
An e lectro n ic  b ra in s to rm in g  sess io n  w a s  c o n ­
d u c te d  a fte r th e  p re sen ta tio n s  e ac h  day. T he
fo llo w in g  se v e n  issu es  w e re  d isc u sse d  in
th ese  sessions:

•  ch a llen g es lib rarians face  in  n ew ly  d e ­
v e lo p in g  e d u c a tio n a l 
m o d e ls  fo r learn ing ;

•  a lte rn a t iv e s  fo r 
c o n t r ib u t in g  to  th e  
g e n e ra tio n  o f  investi­
gative  h ab its  a n d  se lf 
learn ing ;

•  th e  ro le  o f  lib rar­
ians in  th e  fo rm ation  
o f  se lf-learn ing  hab its 
o f  fu tu re  g raduates;

•  b en efits  fo r s tu ­
den ts;

•  im p a c t  o n  th e  Rader discusses educational needs fo r the 21st 
century w ith  pa rtic ipan ts  at the  Second 
National Conference on Information Literacy.

country ;
•  iden tifica tio n  o f  

stra teg ies; a n d
•  s tra teg ies fo r s tren g th en in g  th e  e d u c a ­

tio n a l ro le  o f  librarians.
T h e  tw o  b ra in s to rm in g  sess io n s re su lted

in  a d raft s ta te m en t p re p a re d  by  a w o rk in g
g ro u p  o f  se v e n  p a rtic ip an ts  from  th e  co n fe r­
en ce .

T h e  final d eclara tio n , “T h e  Role o f  L ibrar­
ians in  th e  D ev elo p in g  E d u ca tio n a l M odels
fo r L earn ing ,” w ill b e  sh a re d  w ith  M exican
librarians. Partic ipan ts co m m itted  th em selves
to  tak e  th is s ta te m en t to  va rio u s M exican  li­
b ra ry  g ro u p s  d u rin g  th e  n e x t few  w e e k s  to
o b ta in  c o n se n su s  a n d  accep tan ce .

T h e  c o n fe re n c e , c o n d u c te d  in  S p an ish
w ith  p ro v isio n  fo r tran s la tio n s a n d  o rg an ized
by  Je su s  Lau, acad em ic  v ice  p re s id en t a t UA,
a n d  his team , w a s  o n e  o f  th e  m o st successfu l
o n e s  I h av e  e v e r a tte n d e d  in  term s o f  o rg an i­
zation , co n ten t, an d , especially , ou tco m es.
In fo rm atio n  c o n ten t, tech n o lo g y , m ed ia , a n d
h a n d o u ts  w e re  w ell b a lan ced . T h e  co n fe r­

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

en ce  facilitated  in fo rm atio n  sh a rin g  b e tw e e n derg rad

lib rarians from  th e  U n ited  States a n d  M exico 
in  th e  a rea  o f  lib rary  serv ices a n d  th e  ch an g ­
ing  ro le  o f  acad em ic  lib rarians as th ey  p re ­
p a re  fo r th e  n e w  m illenn ium ; a n d  it b e ca m e  
o b v io u s th a t in fo rm atio n  literacy  is o f  m u ch  
c o n ce rn  a m o n g  M exican lib rarians a n d  th e re  
a re  n u m ero u s  p ro g ram s in  acad em ic  institu ­
tions a lread y  in p lace  to  te a ch  s tu d e n ts  in for­
m atio n  skills. E xhibits b y  v en d o rs  a n d  lib rar­
ies w e re  v a ried  a n d  ed u ca tio n a l. Sessions fo r 
socializing  o ffered  cu ltu ral p ro g ram s, g rea t 
fo o d , a n d  am p le  o p p o rtu n ity  to  ex ch a n g e  
in form ation .

T h e  City o f  Ju a rez , M exico, is acro ss  th e  
Rio G ra n d e  from  El Paso , Texas. It h a s  a p ­

p ro x im a te ly  1.5 m il­
l io n  in h a b ita n ts  in  a 
valley  c lose  to  th e  Si­
e rra  o f  Ju a re z  m o u n ­
ta in  range  a n d  w as first 
e x p lo re d  in  1581 by  
th e  Spanish . N ew  h o ­
te ls, fin e  re s tau ra n ts , 
m a lls , e n te r ta in m e n t 
centers, m useum s, an d  
h is to r ic a l s ite s  m a k e  
th is city  a g o o d  p lace  
to  reside.

UA h a s  a p p r o x i ­
m a te ly  1 0 ,0 0 0  s t u ­
d e n ts ,  8 ,5 0 0  u n d e r ­

g rad u a tes  a n d  1,500 g rad u ates , w ith  a  w id e  
ran g e  o f  p ro g ram s (in c lu d in g  d o c to ra l p ro ­
g ram s) a n d  sh a res  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  s tu d en ts  
w ith  th e  UT.

UA has lib raries in  tw o  loca tio n s a n d  c o n ­
ta ins 120,000 vo lu m es, as w ell as access  to  a 
varie ty  o f  e lec tro n ic  d a tab ases . T h e  lib raries 
h av e  b e e n  to tally  re n o v a ted  a n d  u p d a te d  in  
th e  last tw o  y ears  a n d  are  tech n o lo g ica lly  o n  
th e  cu tting  edge.

T h ere  is a  w o n d e rfu l a tm o sp h e re  o f  w e l­
c o m e  in  th e  lib raries a n d  m an y  ex ce llen t se r­
v ices a n d  e lec tro n ic  in fo rm atio n  access a re  
p ro v id ed . Lau is a lso  re sp o n sib le  fo r th e  li­
b raries, a d m in is te red  by  Je su s  C ortes.

T he library staff is co m p rised  o f  65 staff, 
including 9 librarians. This is so m ew h at u n ­
u su a l b e c a u se  m o st a ca d em ic  lib ra rie s  in  
M exico have  few er librarians. T h ere  a re  on ly  
2,700 librarians for m ore  th an  10,000 libraries 
in the  w h o le  coun try  a n d  on ly  a p e rcen tag e  of 
th e  librarians hav e  an  MLS; m any  hav e  an  u n ­

u a te  d eg ree  in library science. ■
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