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N e w s  f r o m  t h e  F i e l d Mary Ellen Davis

F lo o d  d e s tro y s  N o rth  D a k o ta  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity 's  m a in  l ib ra ry
Ju st  b e fo re  m idnight o n  Ju n e  19, as a sev ere 
su m m er storm  p u m m eled  th e Fargo co m m u ­
n ity , l ib r a r ia n s  a t  N o rth  D a k o ta  S ta te  
U niversity’s (N D SU ) m ain  library w ere  tak­
ing the precautionary  m easu re o f  m oving s e ­
ria ls  fro m  th e  b o t to m  s h e lv e s  to  h ig h e r  
ground.

M inutes later, pressu re from  w ater p o o l­
ing ou tside the w in d ow s burst through, w ith 
m ore than four fee t o f  w ater m ixed  w ith sew ­
a g e  an d  p etro leu m  p ro d u cts flo o d in g  th e 
low er level.

L ib rary  s ta f f  r a c e d  a g a in s t  th e  c lo c k  
through the night to  save m aterials as w ater 
co n tin u ed  to rise. Initial loss estim ates w ere  
$2 m illion in jou rnals and  $1 m illion in furni­
ture and  equ ip m en t, su ch  as com pu ters, m i­
crofilm  and  m icrofiche readers, shelving, and 
m icrofilm  and  m icro fich e  cab in ets.

P am ela D rayson, NDSU Libraries director, 
assu m ed  h er duties on ly  fou r days b e fo re  the 
storm . “T h an k s to th e hard w ork  o f  ou r staff 
that night and  the hard w o rk  o f  volu nteers 
o v e r  th e  n e x t  fo u r  
days, 99%  o f  th e ar­
ch iv es and  m aterials 
in the Institute for Re­
gional Studies, 6 0%  o f  
th e  b o u n d  jo u rn a ls , 
and  80%  o f  th e m icro­
film  an d  m ic r o f ic h e  
w ere  sav ed .”

W o r k e rs  f i l le d  5 
sem i-tru cks w ith  ap ­
proxim ately  2 5 ,0 0 0  to
3 0 ,0 0 0  d am aged  jou r­
n a l s ,  w h ic h  w e r e  
hau led  to  a clean in g  
fa c i l i ty  in  C h ic a g o .
T h o se  m ateria ls  w ill 
b e  returned  to  NDSU 
som etim e this fall. A n­

A  seve re  sum m e r storm  w re a k e d  h a vo c on N o rth  D a k o ta  State  
University's m ain library. Th a n ks to  th e  e fforts o f library staff and 
volunteers, 9 9 %  o f the m aterials in the Institute fo r Regional Studies 
w ere saved, as w ell as 6 0 %  o f the bound journals.

oth er 3 0 ,0 0 0  to  40 ,000  
v o lu m es w en t to  the 
Fargo landfill.

J o u r n a ls  n o t c o n ta m in a te d  d ire c tly  by  
f lo o d  w a te rs  b u t still in  d a n g e r  o f  m o ld in g  
w e re  d ried , c le a n e d , an d  in v e n to r ie d  b e ­
fo re  b e in g  s h e lv e d  in a se p a ra te  fac ility . A 
list o f  n e e d e d  jo u rn a ls  w ill b e  p o s te d  to  
th e  l ib ra ry ’s W eb  site .

M an y a c a d e m ic  l ib ra r ie s  an d  c o n so rtia , 
in c lu d in g  CIC an d  M in itex , h a v e  o ffe re d  
fre e  in terlib ra ry  lo a n  fo r th e  c o m in g  year. 
A c co rd in g  to  D ra y so n , “A n u m b e r  o f  li­
b rary  v e n d o rs , in c lu d in g  B e ll  &  H o w ell, 
E lsev ie r, G a le  P u b lic a t io n s , E B S C O , an d  
o th e rs , h a v e  all o f fe re d  th e ir  a ss is ta n c e  in 
re c o v e ry  e f fo r t s .”

T h e  first tw o  flo o rs  o f  th e  m ain  lib rary  
r e o p e n e d  to  th e  p u b lic  in  ea rly  A ugu st, 
w ith  th e  lo w e r  le v e l b e in g  c lo s e d  in d e fi­
n ite ly . D ra y so n  sa id  th at fa cu lty  an d  stu ­
d e n ts  a re  b e in g  a sk e d  to  u se  fu ll-te x t  d a ­
ta b a s e s  an d  in terlib ra ry  lo a n  fo r  th e ir  p e ­
r io d ica l n e e d s .

B a k e r & T a y lo r  s e tt le  le g a l d is p u te
B a k e r  & T a y lo r  (B & T ), issu e d  a s ta te m e n t 
fro m  P re s id e n t  J im  U lsa m e r  sa y in g  th a t
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Poster presenters sought

Share your expertise  in a n a­
t io n a l  fo ru m — p r e s e n t  a 
p o s te r  s e s s io n  at A C R L’s 
10th National C o n feren ce  in 
D enver, M arch 1 5 -1 8 , 2001 .

P oster session s are infor­
m al p re s e n ta t io n s  fe a tu rin g  in n o v a tiv e  
p ro jects  o r  so lu tion s to  p roblem s. T h ese  
p resen tation s provide a foru m  for d ev el­
o p in g  co n tacts  am on g  librarians in terested  
in sim ilar issu es and  is an  easy  w ay  to  get 
involved  at the national level. P oster se s ­
s io n s a lso  provid e an op portu nity  to  cre ­
atively d ev e lo p  y ou r id eas an d  g et nam e 
reco g n itio n  w ithout the stress o f  p e e r  re­
view .

D e a d lin e  f o r  s u b m is s io n : O cto b er 16,
2 0 0 0 . S u b m it a c o m p le te d  a p p lic a t io n  
( a v a ila b le  at h ttp :/ / w w w .a la .o rg / acrl/  
callform .h tm l) and  a 250-w o rd  abstract in­
d icating w h eth e r  you w ill n e ed  electricity  
for a lap top  co m p u ter o r  sim ilar d ev ice  to: 
C harles Kratz, W einberg  M em orial Library, 
U niversity o f  Scranton, Scranton, PA 18510- 
4700 ; vo ice : (5 7 0 )  941 -4 0 0 8 ; fax: (5 7 0 )  941 - 
7817 ; e-m ail: k ratzcl@ u ofs.ed u .

D etails abou t th e co n fe re n c e  are  o n  the 
ACRL W eb site at http://www.ala.org/acrl/ 
denver.html. Registration begin s this m onth.

B & T , an d  W . R. G race , h ad  d ecid ed  to  settle  
its legal d ispute w ith  th e  18 states that had  
jo in e d  w ith  th e  U .S. Ju s t ic e  D e p a rtm e n t  in 
a lle g in g  B & T  h ad  v io la te d  th e  fe d e ra l F a lse

C la im s A ct an d  s im ilar s ta te  law s. W ith  this 
se tt le m e n t, B & T  sa id  th at it is re le a s e d  from  
all c la im s w ith o u t ad m ittin g  an y  w ro n g  d o ­
ing.

B & T  s p e n t  n e a r ly  fiv e  y e a rs  in l it ig a ­
tio n  w ith  th e  U .S . Ju s t ic e  D e p a rtm e n t  o n  
th is  issu e . In  Ju ly  1 9 9 9 , B & T  s e tt le d  all 
c la im s w ith  th e  fe d e ra l g o v e r n m e n t an d  
th e  Ju s t ic e  D e p a rtm e n t re le a s e d  th em  from  
all c iv il liab ility , a c k n o w le d g in g  th a t B & T  
d id  n o t  ad m it g u ilt  a n d  th a t th e y  c o n t in ­
u e d  to  d e n y  a lle g a tio n s .

U lsam er sa id  th at w ith  th e  fe d e ra l se tt le ­
m en t, “B & T  w a s  fa c in g  a p ro lo n g e d  le g a l 
d is c o v e r y  p r o c e s s  b y  all 18  s ta te s . T h is  
c o u ld  h a v e  d is r u p te d  o u r  b u s in e s s  fo r  
y ea rs .

“W h ile  w e  w o n ’t h a v e  th e  sa t is fa c t io n  
o f  b e in g  e x o n e r a te d  th ro u g h  th e  c o u rts , 
th is  s e t t le m e n t— lik e  th e  f e d e r a l  s e t t le ­
m e n t— m a k e s  so u n d  b u s in e s s  s e n s e .”

A C R L 's  D is ta n c e  L e a r n in g  S e c t io n  
c e le b r a te s  10 th  a n n iv e r s a r y
A CRL’s D is ta n c e  L e a rn in g  S e c t io n  (D L S ) 
c e le b r a te d  its 1 0 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  d u rin g  th e  
ALA A n n u al C o n fe r e n c e  in C h ic a g o  at th e  
C h ic a g o  C am p u s o f  N a tio n a l-L o u is  U n iv er­
sity  (N LU ) th a n k s  to  NLU s ta ffe rs , C arol 
M o u ld e n  ( th e  in c o m in g  D LS c h a ir ) , C a ro le  
K a b e l, a n d  Sh err ill  W e a v e r .

H arv ey  G o v er , D LS ch air , p re s id e d  o v e r  
th e  a n n iv e rs a ry  o b s e r v a n c e s ,  w h ic h  in ­
c lu d e d  p r e s e n t a t io n s  b y  B a r to n  L e ss in , 
T o m  A b b o tt , a n d  Sa n d y  S la d e , m e s s a g e s  
fro m  p re v io u s  s e c t io n  c h a irs  u n a b le  to  a t­
te n d , a n d  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  th o se  p re se n t  

to  s h a r e  th e ir  re m i­
n i s c e n c e s ,  t r ib u te s ,  
a n e c d o t e s ,  a n d  
m e m o r i e s  o f  t h e  
s e c t i o n ’s f i r s t  t e n  
y ea rs .

D L S  w a s  e s t a b ­
lished  as th e  E xten d ed  
C am p u s L ib rary  S e r­
v ic e s  S e c tio n  d u rin g  
the ALA A nnual C o n ­
fe re n ce  in C h icago in 
J u n e  1 9 9 0 .  S ta r t in g  
w ith  just 25  signatures 
o n  t h e  p e t i t io n  r e ­
qu estin g  sec tio n  status 
a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  to

Distance Learn ing Section (DLS) m em bers A le xand e r (Sandy) Slade and 
Trish DelN ero at th e  DLS 10th anniversary celebration.

http://www.ala.org/acrl/
mailto:kratzcl@uofs.edu
http://www.ala.org/acrl/
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n e a rly  2 0 0  m e m b e rs  b y  th e  e n d  o f  th e  first 
year, DLS m e m b e rsh ip  n o w  stan d s at n e arly  
1 ,4 0 0 .

S in c e  its in c e p tio n , D LS h a s  s p o n s o re d  
n in e  A nn ual C o n fe re n c e s  p ro g ram s an d  p r o ­
d u c e d  a n d  u p d a te d  th e  A CRL “G u id e lin e s  
f o r  D is t a n c e  L e a r n in g  L ib ra ry  S e r v ic e s .”

B ig  1 2  P lu s  a d d s  s e v e n  m e m b e r s
T h e  a d d it io n  o f  s e v e n  n e w  W e s te r n  U .S . 
a c a d e m ic  l ib r a r ie s  h a s  s w e l le d  th e  r a n k s  
o f  th e  B ig  12  P lu s  L ib ra r ie s  C o n s o r t iu m  
( B T P )  to  3 0  r e s e a r c h  l ib r a r ie s .  R e c e n t ly  
jo in in g  th e  B T P  a r e  th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  A ri­
z o n a ,  A r iz o n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s ity , th e  U n i­
v e rs ity  o f  S o u th e r n  C a lifo rn ia , th e  U n i­
v e rs ity  o f  W a s h in g to n , th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  
O r e g o n , W a s h in g to n  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , a n d  
O r e g o n  S ta te  U n iv ersity . “T h e  b r e a d th  a n d  
d e p th  o f  c o l l e c t io n s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  fo u n d  
in  t h e s e  l ib r a r ie s ,  c o m b in e d  w ith  t h o s e  
o f  e x is t in g  m e m b e r s ,  p o s i t io n  th e  B T P  to  
m a k e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  th e  
g r e a t e r  l ib r a r y  a n d  s c h o la r ly  c o m m u n i­
c a t io n  e f f o r t ,” s a id  D a le  C lu ff , c u r r e n t  
c h a ir  o f  th e  B T P  a n d  d e a n  o f  l ib r a r ie s  at 
T e x a s  T e c h  U n iv e rs ity .

R ic e  U n iv e r s it y  o f f e r s  d ig it a l  
l ib r a r y  t o  G e r m a n  u n iv e r s it y
In te r n a tio n a l  U n iv e rs ity  B r e m e n  ( IU B )  w ill 
o p e n  its  8 0 - a c r e  c a m p u s  in  n o r th e r n  G e r -

“ Sm a rties  use th e  lib ra ry"  (w ith  Sm a rties  can d y 
a tta c h e d ) an d  " L ib ra ry  s ta ff  m em b e rs g o  th e  
Extra  m ile  fo r  th e  stu d e n ts"  (W rig le y 's  Extra  
C h e w in g  G um ) are  som e o f  th e  sw e et sa yin gs 
t h a t  th e  ca m p u s  lib ra ry  s t a f f  a t O h io  S ta te  
U n ive rs ity -M ario n  and  M arion  Techn ical C o lle ge  
p u t on n o te card s to  m a ke  th e ir  n ew  stu d en ts 
a w a re  o f th e  library. Betsy B la n ke n sh ip , head 
librarian  (p ictured  h o ld in g  som e sw eetened  note 
cards), said, "W e try  to  p la n t a seed o f aw areness 
an d  th is  n eve r fa ils  to  g e t a sm ile  an d  a lau gh  
w h e n  stu d en ts read th e m ."

A p p lic a t io n s / n o m in a t io n s  in v ite d  fo r  C & R L  e d ito r

A pplications an d  n o m in atio n s are  invited 
fo r  th e  p o s itio n  o f  e d ito r  o f  C o lle g e  & R e ­
s e a r c h  L ib r a r i e s  (C & R L ), th e  b im o n th ly , 
s ch o la rly  re s e a rc h  jo u rn a l o f  ACRL.

T h e  e d ito r  is a p p o in te d  fo r  a  th re e -y e a r  
te rm , w h ic h  m ay  b e  re n e w e d  fo r  an  ad d i­
t io n a l  t h r e e  y e a r s . A p p lic a n ts  m u s t  b e  
m e m b e rs  o f  ALA an d  ACRL. Q u a lif ica tio n s 
in c lu d e  p r o fe s s io n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  in  a c a ­
d e m ic  lib raries , a re c o rd  o f  sc h o la r ly  p u b ­
lic a tio n , ed itin g  e x p e r ie n c e , a n  ability  to  
m e e t p u b lica tio n  d ea d lin es , a n  u n d erstan d ­
in g  o f  th e  sch o la rly  c o m m u n ic a tio n  p ro ­
c e s s , an d  a b r o a d  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  issu e s  
c o n fro n tin g  a c a d e m ic  lib raries .

So m e funding for editorial assistance and 
travel to  relevant c o n fe re n ce s  is available, and 
there is a small honorarium  for the  editor.

A p p o in tm e n t w ill b e  m a d e  b y  th e  ACRL 
B o a rd  o f  D ire c to rs  at th e  200 1  A n n u al C o n ­
fe r e n c e , u p o n  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  th e  
se a r c h  c o m m itte e  an d  o f  th e  ACRL P u b lic a ­
tio n s C o m m ittee . T h e  in c o m in g  e d ito r  w ill 
se rv e  a o n e -y e a r  in te rn sh ip  w ith  th e  cu rren t 
e d ito r  b e fo re  assu m in g  full resp o n sib ility  for 
C&RL in Ju ly  20 0 2 .

N o m in a tio n s, re su m e s , an d  le tters o f  a p ­
p lica tio n , in c lu d in g  th e  n a m e s  o f  th re e  ref­
e r e n c e s ,  sh o u ld  b e  se n t  to : C&RL S e a rc h  
C o m m ittee , c/o H u g h  T h o m p s o n , ACRL, 50  
E. H u ro n  S treet, C h ic a g o , IL 6 0 6 1 1 , e-m ail: 

h th o m p s o n @ a la .o rg .
T h e  d e a d lin e  fo r  re c e ip t  o f  ap p lica tio n s  

is D e c e m b e r  6 , 2 0 0 0 . F inalists w ill b e  in ter­
v ie w e d  at th e  M id w in ter M ee tin g  in F e b ru - 
ary  2 0 0 1 .

mailto:hthompson@ala.org
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A  lo o k  a t  O k in a w a 's  l ib ra r ie s

many in the fall of 2001 without 
a traditional library. Instead, 
through collaboration with Rice 
University in Houston, IUB will 
have a digital Information Re­
source Center. A broadband con­
nection between Rice and IUB, 
provided as part of an agreement 
between Rice and Enron Broad­
band Services, will allow simul­
taneous access to resources to 
users at both universities. ■

The recent G-8 Summ at Okinawa's librariesA lookit focused worldwide 
attention on Okinawa, a group of Japanese 
islands that few nonmilitary Americans know 
much about. Ethnically and culturally some­
what distinct from Japan, the islands have been 
a Japanese prefecture (like a province) since 
1879. After World War II, Okinawa was under 
the control of the U.S. military until 1972. Even 
now, American military bases take up 20% of 
the land on the main island of Okinawa.

One military contribution was the estab­
lishment of the first 
university in 
Okinawa, the Uni­
versity of the 
Ryukyus (UR), in 
1950. The univer­
sity became part of 
the Japanese na­
tional system in 
1972, and its li­
brary is the largest The reference desk at the University of Ryukus in 
in Okinawa. Naha, Okinawa.

Like other Japanese national universities, 
the dean of the library is a faculty member, 
appointed by the university president. Report­
ing to the dean is a chief librarian, employed 
by the Japanese Ministry of Education, and 
subject to rotation among the libraries of the 
other national universities. This allows room 
for promotion while still adhering to the Japa­
nese tradition of lifetime employment.

UR holdings are entered into the National 
Academic Center Science and Information 
System (NACSIS), a national database for all 
Japanese academic libraries and accessible 
to users on the Internet. The software for

the online catalog is available to all libraries. 
However, vendors have developed various 
upgrades for the software and most libraries 
choose to purchase an advanced version.

Other universities on the island of 
Okinawa include the brand-new Okinawa 
Prefectural School of Nursing, Okinawa Pre- 
fectural University of Arts (devoted to the 
preservation of traditional Okinawan art 
forms), Okinawa University, Okinawa Inter­
national University, and Meio University 

(where the G-8 
Summit was held).

Like all aca­
demic libraries, 
Okinawa univer­
sity libraries are 
moving into the 
electronic age. All 
have CD-ROM 
LANs and Internet 
connections. UR 
has taken the lead

with approximately 1,200 electronic journals, 
including a subscription to Elsevier’s Science 
Direct.

Worries about how to cover increased costs 
for electronic resources was a major topic at 
the June 2000 meeting of the Okinawan aca­
demic librarians' association.

Okinawa has been shaped by its Japanese 
connection, its own heritage, and the 30 years 
of American occupation. Its universities and 
their libraries also demonstrate this unique 
combination of influences.—Mignon Adams, 
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, e- 
mail: m.adams@usip,edu ■






