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Joni Robertsand 
I n t e r n e t  R e v i e w s Carol Drost, editors

Editors’ note: W e are p leased  to  b e  taking on  

the editorsh ip  o f  the “Internet R ev iew s” co l­

umn. This n ew  joint editorsh ip  w ill a llo w  us 

to bring our different perspectives and strengths 

to  the colum n, and it w ill a llow  us to share the 

w ork load , as w e ll. W e  are look in g  fo r  re v iew ­

ers, so  i f  you  run across an interesting Internet 

site that you  w ant to  share w ith  the library 

w orld , p lease contact us.

The V a lle y  o f th e  S hadow : Tw o  
Communities in the American Civil 
W ar. Access: h ttp :// je fferson . v illa g e . 

virginia.edu/vshadow2/.

T h e  Valley o f  the S h adow  pro ject is an 

Internet arch ive o f  resources co llec ted  from  

tw o  C ivil W ar period  com m unities: Augusta 

County, Virginia, and Franklin County, Penn­

sylvania. T h e  various resources include new s­

papers, letters, diaries, photographs, maps, 

church and m ilitary records, as w e ll as access 

to  other prim ary source materials.

This W eb  site is the creation o f  the Virginia 

Center fo r  D igital H istory (V C D H ), w h ich  is 

based  at the Un iversity o f  V irgin ia ’s (U V ) A l­

derm an  Library. T h e  e x ecu tiv e  d irec to r o f  

V C D H  and copyright ho lder o f  the Valley o f  

the S hadow  project site is Edw ard L. Ayers, 

the H ugh  P. K e lley  p rofessor o f  H istory at UV.

T h e  in form ation  p rov id ed  covers three ar­

eas concern ing the C ivil W ar period : T h e  Eve 

o f  War, The W ar Years, and Aftermath. U pon  

choosing any o f  these three links, the v iew er 

is in troduced to  an interactive flo o r  p lan  o f  

a virtual arch ive w ith  room s fo r  each  type 

o f  resource.

T h e  Reference Center in the T h e  Eve o f  

W ar section  p rovides useful, deta iled  back­

ground inform ation pertaining to  events that 

led  up to  the C ivil W ar and is a recom m ended  

p lace to  begin . An  interesting room  in this sec­

tion  is the M aps and Im ages room  that has 

beautiful im ages o f  quilts from  the Shenandoah 

Valley reg ion  as w e ll as crayon  draw ings by 

D a v id  Strother, an illustrator fo r  H a rp e r’s 
Weekly.

T h e  Soldiers’ Dossiers, fou nd  in T h e  W ar 

Years section, p rovides  search capabilities for 

anyone interested in find ing a particular sol­

d ier from  Franklin and Augusta Counties w h o  

served  in the war. Letters and diaries written 

b y  these soldiers and con verted  to  SGML, can 

b e  b row sed  o r searched b y  keyw ord , date, o r  

subject.

In  Afterm ath, you  can search in form ation 

from  the 1860 U.S. census, including the p op u ­

lation, agricultural, slave ow ner, and m anu­

facturing manuscript schedules fo r  Augusta and 

Franklin counties. A  Site In d ex  is p rov id ed  in 

each  floo r p lan fo r  v iew in g  everyth ing in any 

o f  the three particular archives at a glance.

T h e  V alley o f  the Shadow  project is intrigu­

ing and reliab le fo r  prim ary sources. Students 

and instr ctors can form  ideas fo r  projects and 

w riting assignments b y  b row sing  this site. A c ­

cord in g to  the authors, the site is in tended  fo r  

use b y  secondary schoo l students as w e ll as 

com m unity c o lle g e  students, university stu­

dents, and libraries.— LoreeM . Davis, South Re­
gional/Brow ard Com m unity College Library, 
davisloree@hotmail. com

American Verse Project. Access: http:// 

ww w.hti.um ich.edu/english/am verse/.

T h e  Am erican  Verse Project, an expand­

ing, e lectron ic and full-text arch ive o f  m ostly 

pre-1920 A m erican  poetry, is a collaborative 

effort b etw een  the University o f  M ichigan (U M ) 

Hum anities T ex t Initiative and the UM  Press. 

A n  im pressive endeavor, the pro ject d igitizes

into SGML cod e  published collections o f  p o ­

etry from  such w e ll-k n ow n  authors as Stephen 

V incen t Benêt, Em ily D ickinson, Edgar A llan 

P oe , and John G reen lea f W h ittier to lesser-
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k n ow n  poets, such as E loise A . B ibb, A d e la id e  

Crapsey, John B. Tabb, and Jones Very.

In  selecting poets fo r  inclusion in the Am eri­

can Verse Project, a variety o f  standard b ib li­

ograph ies and an tho logies w e re  used  as w e ll 

as specia lized  b ib liograph ies o f  w ritings by 

w o m e n  and p eo p le  o f  color. Am erican  liter­

ary historians from  U M ’s Departm ent o f  En­

glish  w e re  also consulted.

T h e  project site interface fu lly supports both 

teaching and scholarly research w ith  its simple, 

b oo lea n , and p rox im ity  search  options . In  

addition, the site design  is easy en ou gh  to  use 

in satisfying any le ve l o f  academ ic o r  personal 

poe tic  needs. Users m ay b row se  not on ly  the 

h yp erlin k ed  tab le o f  contents o f  individual 

volu m es, but also the entire texts. M any o f  the 

p ro jec t ’s p ages  also  p ro v id e  a link  to  the 

H yperbib lio-graphy to  Am erican Poetry, a com ­

pan ion  resource.

This pro ject’s am bitious goa l is to  create a 

com prehensive b ib liograph y o f  print and e lec ­

tronic, pre-1921 Am erican  p oets ’ w orks.

N o tew orth y  is the site ’s exp lanation  o f  the 

critical app lica tions o f  the verse  collection : 

“O n e  o f  ou r goa ls  in m aking these resources 

available is to  o ffe r  a n ew  resource and m echa­

nism  fo r  critical w ritin g  in an e lectron ic  en v i­

ronm ent.”

Item s from  the Am erican  Verse Pro ject m ay 

b e  c op ied  free  o f  charge b y  individuals fo r  

personal use, teach ing (cop ies  fo r  class distri­

bution  included ), and research, w ith  the ca­

vea t that a con d ition  o f  use statem ent b e  in­

c lu ded  w ith  the c o p ied  text.

A lthou gh  the content o f  the site has not 

b een  o ffic ia lly  updated  since July 30, 1999, 

the m ore  than 160 texts that are availab le are 

b o th  v a lu a b le  an d  u se fu l to  th e  lite ra ry  

scholar.— Cynthia E. Saylor, University o f  North 
C arolina  a t Pembroke, saylor@nat.uncp.edu

I n t e r n a t io n a l  In s t i t u t e  o f  S o c ia l  H is ­

t o r y .  Access: h ttp://ww w.iisg.n l.

F o u n d e d  in  A m s te rd a m  in  1935, th e  

In te r n a t io n a a l  In s t itu u t v o o r  S o c ia le  

G esch ieden is, o r  International Institute o f  So­

cial H istory (IIS H ), specia lizes in social history 

in genera l and the history o f  labor in particu­

lar.

IISH  facilitates scholarly research through 

its collections, con ferences and sym posia, and 

publications— several o f  w h ich  are available 

in PD F  format. In  addition  to  indices to  its

o w n  collections, the Institute’s W eb  site also 

includes several specia lized  resources o f  in­

terest to  scholars and librarians, such as “ViVa: 

A  B ib liograph y o f  W om en ’s H istory” and ab­

breviated  listings from  the “A rcheo-B ib lioB ase” 

(A B B ) database o f  Russian archives.

“V iVa” contains citations to  nearly 5,000 ar­

ticles (in  English, French, Germ an, and D utch ) 

pub lish ed  in m ore  than 100 h istorical and 

w o m e n ’s studies journals from  1975-2000. Full 

b ib liograph ic  in form ation  is p ro v id ed  fo r  each 

citation, and users can brow se b y  year o r search 

b y  k eyw ord .

“A rcheoB ib lioB ase,” m aintained b y  Patricia 

K en n edy Grimsted, p rovides  deta iled  in form a­

tion  on  the individual archives adm inistered 

b y  the F edera l A rch iva l S erv ice  o f  Russia 

(R osarkh iv), archives o f  other m ajor federal 

agencies, and  loca l m unicipal and oblast ar­

ch ives in M oscow  and  St. Petersburg.

A ll arch ive nam es h ave  b een  transliterated 

using the Latin alphabet, and English transla­

tions are p rovid ed . Users can ch oose  from  a 

table o f  contents o r  search b y  k eyw ord . W h ere  

available, addresses, p h on e  numbers, hours 

o f  operation , contact persons, and e-m ail ad­

dresses are g iven .

T h e  IISH  also maintains tw o  thorough  and 

w e ll-o rgan ized  sections o f  the W W W  Virtual 

Library, on e  o f  the o ldest catalogs on  the W eb. 

T h ese  virtual libraries c ove r in g  Labour and 

Business and W om en ’s H istory are o rgan ized  

through an extens ive  tree structure and are 

searchable b y  keyw ord .

A lso  on  the IISH  site, Stefan Landsberger 

o f  the S inological Institute o f  Le iden  maintains 

an on lin e  exh ib ition  o f  Ch inese propaganda 

posters. T h ere  are currently 24 ga lleries (e .g ., 

“Great Leap Forw ard ” and “T h e  M ao Cult”).

O th er poster collections include com m u­

nist posters from  the fo rm er Sovie t U n ion , 

Cuba, and China, and Dutch socialist political 

posters.

A  w on d erfu l d igital exh ib it ca lled  “Art to 

the P e o p le ” features the art o f  W alter Crane, 

T h é oph ile -A lexan dre  Steinlen, A lb ert Hahn, 

Frans M asereel, and G erd  Arntz, and includes 

in form ation  and a tim eline fo r  each  artist.

Facu lty and students in history, politica l 

science, labor studies, and so c io lo g y  should  

find  p len ty  o f  va luable  in form ation  at the IISH 

site, w h ich  should  b e  book m arked  b y  all aca­

dem ic  libraries.— John A. D robn ick i, York Col­
lege/CUNY, drobnicki@ york.cuny.edu. ■
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