In the news

Despite the popularity and supposed ease
of use of the Web, we librarians still have
our work cut out for us. As noted in a monthly
electronic  newsletter

(Search  Engine

March 5, 2001, No. 52, Part 2), a two-year

Report,

study by Alexa Research has revealed that
based on their searching habits, “an alarm-
ing number of Web users are not particularly
efficient at reaching their online destinations.”
While this may be no great surprise, “This
study shows that for many, there’s a concep-
tual misunderstanding of how to effectively
navigate the Web,” said Matthew Work, vice
president of Alexa Research. “Some people
think that their homepage is the Web, that they
have to go through their homepage in order
to get to the site they want, without realizing
that any Web site can be accessed directly.”
The study also revealed that a large num-
ber of people got to desired Web sites by
entering site names as search terms instead
of just typing the URLs in the address field of

their browser.
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After “sex” (the number one search term
identified in the study), four of the top 10
search terms entered by wusers in the study
were Web site names or addresses. “Hotmail”
(and its URL variations) took second place,
“Yahoo” (and its URL variations) took third
place, while EBay and AOL were ninth and
tenth, respectively.

The data from this study seem like a good
introduction to the publication of ACRL’s new
“Objectives for Information Literacy Instruc-
tion” (page 416). An information literate stu-
dent should be able to “construct and imple-
ment effectively designed search strategies”
(page 421).

1 hope you will find these updated objec-
tives useful as you keep educating your us-
ers about the best ways to find and evaluate

information.

— Mary Ellen K. Davis
Editor-in-chief

medavis@ala.org
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Spring 2001 Release

Catholic Periodical and Literature Index (CPLI) on CD-ROM
The first WINDOWS edition of the highly acclaimed index that

includes bibliographic citations from periodicals, books, newspapers,
and papal documents dealing with Roman Catholic faith and lifestyle.

The Annual Update of the highly respected biblical index that includes

expert abstracts for journal articles, books, essays, and book reviews.
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