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ASERL launches Kudzu
The A ssociation of Southeastern R esearch L i­

braries (A SERL) launched K udzu, a  system  

of linked online catalogs at 1 3  research  li­

braries across the Southeast, connecting m ore 

than  180,000 students and  faculty to m ore 

than  23 m illion volum es. The system  allow s 

users to  brow se the catalogs of participating 

libraries using a single interface, and  to sub­

m it interlibrary loan requests directly  to  the 

source library. U sing existing system s at each 

participating site, m ost docum ents can  be de­

livered  w ithin tw o days. Preview  K udzu at 

w w w .aserl.org .

Paul G herm an, A SERL’s board  president 

and  university  librarian at V anderbilt U niver­

sity , said , “This is one of the largest shared  

catalog system s in  the region , and  som ething 

for w hich  w e are truly  proud.”

Participating institutions are W ake Forest 

U niversity , Tulane U niversity , C lem son U ni­

versity , A uburn U niversity , V irginia C om m on­

w ealth  U niversity , V anderbilt U niversity , M is­

sissippi State U niversity , and  the U niversities 

of M ississippi, South  C arolina, K entucky, Ten­

nessee-K noxville, A labam a-Birm ingham , and  

Louisv ille.

LC and OCLC collaborate 
on digital reference
The L ibrary of C ongress 

(LC ) and O C LC  signed  a 

cooperative agreem ent to  

develop a prototype for 

a new  reference service 

based on  the C ollabora­

tive D igital Reference Ser­

vice (C D R S) p ilot, begun 

in  2000 by LC  and 16 par­

ticipating libraries. N ow  

in its third  phase, the p i­

lot pro ject has expanded 

to include m ore than 60 

libraries and  other insti­

tutions in ternationally .

The goal of C D R S is 

to  provide professional 

reference service to  re­

searchers anytim e, anyw here, through an in­

ternational, d igital netw ork of libraries and  

related institutions. The 24/7 service w ill de­

liver the d irect benefits of quality  reference 

service to  a broad  spectrum  of users: a  reli­

able and  authoritative know ledge navigation 

service, a  large searchable  archive of authori­

tative answ ers, and  increased  visibility  and  

support for libraries.

D iane N ester K resh , d irector for Public Ser­

vice C ollections at LC , said , “By linking li­

braries for reference services, the C D RS w ould  

com bine the pow er of local collections and  

staff strengths w ith  the d iversity  and  avail­

ability  of libraries and  librarians everyw here, 

24 hours a day, 7  days a w eek. There w ould  

alw ays be a librarian  available to  provide to 

users located  anyw here the interchange and  

experience of trained  assistance in  providing 

access to  collections and  resources both ana­

log and  d igital.”

Univ. of Nevada opens new library
A fter tw o years of construction, the U niver­

sity  of N evada, Las V egas (U N LV ), opened  

its new  m ain  library, L ied  L ibrary, a  $55.3 

m illion, 302,000-square-foot facility .

The University of Nevada recently opened Lied Library, a $55.3 
million, 302,000-square-foot facility. The technologically advanced 
library manages its collection with the 3M Digital Identification 
System.
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