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News from ACRL Headquarters
Actions taken by the  ACRL Board a t its m ost 

recen t board m eeting w ere repo rted  in th e  last 
issue of C & R L  News. Among th e  actions re ­
p o rted  was one which sta ted  that "the Executive 
Secretary be  given a colum n in C & RL News for 
d irec t com m unication to th e  m em bership  and to 
rep o rt activities to th e  regional chap te rs .” This 
column is th e  first of w hat we plan to be  a con­
tinuing  feature each m onth in th e  News.

Two activ ities in w hich ACRL has b een  in ­
volved this past m onth have dealt w ith the  im ­
plem entation  o f AACR 2 and th e  closing of the 
card catalog, and planning for a new  library m an­
a g em en t p ro g ram  th a t w ill affect co llege  and  
two-year college libraries.

T he ALA executive d irector called a m eeting  of 
organizations concerned with the  im plem entation 
o f  th e  se c o n d  e d it io n  o f  A n g lo -A m e r ic a n  
Cataloguing Rules. In addition to the  national li­
b rary  associations, rep resen ta tives from O C LC , 
BALLOTS, th e  W ashington L ibrary N etw ork, the  
National L ibrary of M edicine, and the  L ibrary of 
Congress attended . The resu lt o f the  m eeting  was 
a unanim ously approved resolution to th e  L ibrary 
o f  C o n g re ss  to  d e la y  th e  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f 
AACR 2 and th e  closing of its catalog until January

 1, 1981. This will provide m ore tim e for li­
b raries to de te rm in e  w hat the  im pact o f AACR 2 
will be  on the ir operations.

ACRL P residen t Evan F arb e r  and Executive 
S ecre tary  Ju lie  V irgo sp e n t two days w ith  the  
O ffice o f  U n iv e rs i ty  L ib ra ry  M a n a g e m e n t 
Studies/Association o f Research L ibraries staff to 
beg in  th e  p lann ing  process for im p lem en ting  a 
$ 8 2 6 ,5 0 0  p ro je c t  to  h e lp  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f 
academ ic  lib ra rie s  im prove th e ir  e ffectiveness 
th ro u g h  se lf- s tu d y  p ro g ra m s . N am ed  th e  
Academic Library Program  (ALP), the  activity is 
being  funded by grants from the  Council on Li­
brary  Resources, The A ndrew  W. M ellon F oun­
dation, and the  Association of Research L ibraries.

T he program  will build  on work previously car­
ried  ou t by OM S for prim arily  large research li­
braries, and will extend that work so that tools 
an d  m e th o d s  w ill b e  a p p ro p ria te  fo r sm a lle r  
academ ic libraries. O ver a five-year period about 
o n e  h u n d re d  o u ts ta n d in g  lib ra r ia n s  w ill b e  
tra ined  to serve as consultants; they  will be  p ro­
v ided  w ith specialized guides and m anuals and 
will be  given backup assistance w hen appropriate.

M ore details on the  program  will be  given in 
fu tu re colum ns from the  ACRL headquarters. ■■

Getting Involved in ALA and ACRL
Beginning professional librarians som etim es ask 

how  to get involved in national library  affairs. 
Being involved carries with it a n u m b er o f re­
wards: acquaintance w ith national leaders, an in ­
side know ledge of professional m atters, and  the 
feeling that an individual can help to shape na­
tional policies.

T h e  an sw er is a lm o st a b su rd ly  s im p le . Go 
w here the  action is, and b e  ready to offer help 
w hen an opportunity  occurs. Begin by attend ing  
th e  Annual C onference of th e  American L ibrary 
Association. Read the  program  carefully. I t will 
list not only th e  major program s bu t also nearly  a 
thousand  co m m ittee  m eetings, all open  to  th e  
public. It is a t these m eetings you will find your 
best contacts. Choose two or th ree  com m ittees 
concerned with topics th a t appeal to you and a t­
tend  th e ir  m eetings. Most com m ittees are very 
small, som etim es only five or six m em bers sitting

around a table surrounded  by a larger circle of 
chairs for observers.

Listen to th e  proceedings, sign th e  visitors’ a t­
tendance sheet, and le t the  com m ittee get used  
to seeing you there . Sooner o r la ter a com m ittee 
m em ber will propose a project that requ ires m ore 
people for its achievem ent; it is perfectly  natural 
for the  com m ittee to draft subcom m ittee m em ­
bers from those already on the  scene. V olunteer 
for sim ple tasks w hich anyone can do: addressing 
envelopes, taking notes. Then follow through. Be­
fore you know  it, you will have  e s tab lish ed  a 
reputation  as a dependab le  worker. W hen  vacan­
cies occur, your nam e will be  rem em bered .

Your next conference will be  m uch m ore re ­
w a rd in g ; you  w ill b e  p a r t  o f th e  a c t io n .— 
C atharine J . Reynolds, Head, G overnm ent Publi­
c a tio n s , U n iv e rs ity  o f  C o lo ra d o  L ib ra r ie s  at 
Boulder. ■■

Worksheet on How to Use Resources in Education
This “W orksheet on How to Use Resources in 

E duca tion  has b een  p re p a re d  by th e  A C R L/ 
EBSS C om m ittee on Bibliographic Instruction  for 
E d u c a to rs . I t  has b e e n  a p p ro v e d  by  th e  full 
co m m ittee  an d  by all o f th e  m em b ers  o f th e  
EBSS Executive Board.

The com m ittee feels tha t the  w orksheet will be

very useful for librarians who offer instruction  in 
th e  use o f ERIC.

F o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  c o n ta c t P a tr ic ia  S. 
B utcher, C hairperson, EBSS C om m ittee on Bib­
liog raph ic  In s tru c tio n  for E d u ca to rs , R e ad e rs’ 
Adviser in Education, T ren ton  State College Li­
brary, T ren ton , NJ 08625. ■■
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Worksheet on How to Use Resources in Education

Instruction  for Librarians:
T he use o f this w orksheet should be  p reced ed  by instruction in th e  use o f th e  Thesaurus o f  

ERIC  D escriptors and Resources in Education. T he w orksheet is designed to be  used for individual 
and/or group instruction. I t presupposes no previous use of the  ERIC system . T he w orksheet is 
selective in th e  kinds o f inform ation it covers. Only the  m ost im portant inform ation a beginning 
researcher needs to know to com plete a  successful search is covered.
Objectives:

Following instruction  by a  librarian on how to use the  Thesaurus o f  E R IC  D escriptors and  Re­
sources in Education, th e  stu d en t will b e  able to:

1) Match a particular topic w ith the  m ost appropriate  ER IC  D escriptors by using th e  Thesaurus 
o f  ERIC  Descriptors.

2) Recognize and identify th e  following parts o f a D ocum ent R esum e in Resources in Education: 
E D  num ber
A uthor
Title
D ate
D ocum ent Availability

1. State your topic as precisely as possible. (EXAM PLE: D esigning a m athem atics curriculum  for 
gifted studen ts at th e  jun ior high school level.)

2. Exam ine th e  Thesaurus o f  E R IC  D escriptors  and  w rite  dow n those D escriptors p rin ted  in 
boldface w hich best describe your topic. You may use any D escriptors except those m arked U F 
(used for).

3. In  the  Thesaurus note th e  o th er descriptors listed beneath  the  Descriptor(s) you have chosen. 
Are th e re  R ELA TED  TERM S (RT), NARROW ER TERM S (NT), o r BROADER TERM S (BT) 
w hich may be  b e tte r  D escriptors for you to use? If  so, w rite them  below.

4. Search th e  Subject Index in Resources in Education  und er the  Descriptor(s) you identified  in 
th e  Thesaurus o f  E R IC  D escriptors. L ist below the  E D  num bers of those titles which look 
useful to you.

Note: An A uthor Index and an Institu tion  Index may also be  searched in Resources in E duca­
tion.

5. Choose one E D  title that in terests you. Locate that num ber in th e  D ocum ent Résum é Section 
of Resources in Education  and  w rite it below:

6. From  the  inform ation in th e  D ocum ent R ésum é, identify the  following:

A uthor ___________________________________________________________________________________

Title ____________________________________________________________________________________

D a t e ___________________________________________________________________________________
After reading the  A bstract, does th e  D ocum ent seem  to contain inform ation useful to your 
topic? Y e s______  N o ______

7. Does th e  D ocum ent R ésum é contain th e  following statem ent: “D ocum ent not available from 
E D R S”? Y e s______  N o ______

8. If  Yes, th e  docum ent is no t available on microfiche. Check with the  Librarian. T he docum ent 
may b e  available in ano ther form at in the  Library.

9. If  No, th e  docum ent is in th e  ER IC  m icrofiche collection.
10. Is th e  docum ent relevan t to your topic? Y e s______  N o ______

If  No, go back and resum e th e  search a t Step #5 .




