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LC licensing. The Library of Congress announced on November 27, in a letter to MARC
Distribution Service subscribers, a set of price increases to recover LC’s distribution costs for
such records plus 10 percent, as required by law. The price increases would replace the licensing
agreement for MARC Distribution Service records proposed in July, and withdrawn in October
following strong opposition by the library community. The licensing agreement would have
required license fees (in addition to subscription fees) for wholesale redistribution within the
U.S. and for selective and wholesale redistribution outside the U.S.

The November 27 letter indicates that LC has no plans to implement licensing of MARC
services next year. Beginning in 1990 with the new prices, approximately 104,000 preliminary
cataloging records will be added to the Books All file, with a lesser number in Books English
and Books U.S. A price differential for non-U.S. subscribers will reflect their higher postage
costs. For the 101 subscribers who receive all MDS products, the price will be $20,020 in the
U.S. (a 30 percent increase), and $21,350 outside the U.S. (a 39 percent increase).

Paperwork Reduction Act. Authorization for the Paperwork Reduction Act expired at the
end of September. However, the OMB Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs continues to
operate, as it did when Congress failed to reauthorize the law from 1984 through 1986. The
pending PRA bills have been described in the ALA Washington Newsletter as follows:

Senate. On October 6, Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), chair of the Senate Governmental
Affairs Subcommittee on Government Information and Regulation, introduced S. 1742, the
Federal Information Resources Management Act of 1989. The bill would reauthorize the PRA,
but emphasize information resources management as a purpose of the act. Bingaman stated that
the bill will “strengthen the information infrastructure and statistical database of the Federal
Government,” and also includes provision for “improving agency capabilities and public access
to Government information.”

The Senate bill creates a new information dissemination section that instructs OMB to
issue guidelines for agency implementation, thus increasing OMB’s information dissemination
policy functions. Of additional concern is a section that would require an agency to consider
certain factors in determining how to fulfill its public information dissemination functions.
Language in section 104(e) would revise section 3504(h) of title 44 to include a new subsection
(3)(E) which (on pp. 18-19 of S. 1742) could be used to eliminate low-cost government
information products and services that people use where private interests sell the equivalent
information at costs that are prohibitive for the less affluent. Among the factors agencies are
required to consider are:

1) if an information product or service available from other public or private sources is

equivalent to an agency product or service and reasonably achieves the dissemination objectives
of the agency product or service;
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2) dissemination methods that will maximize the utility of the information to the public;
3) the economy and efficiency of Government operations.

In a section concerning federal agency responsibilities, agencies are directed to establish
and maintain an information dissemination system that shall “provide to the Superintendent of
Documents for distribution to the Federal Depository Library Program all publications required
by chapter 19 of this title to be made available.” The Senate Governmental Affairs Committee
plans to hold hearings on this bill early next year.

House. Rep. John Conyers (D-MI), chair of the House Government Operations
Committee, and Rep. Frank Horton (R-NY), ranking minority, on November 17 introduced HR
3695, the Paperwork Reduction and Federal Information Resources Management Act of 1989.

The dissemination section of HR 3695 is the same as a draft circulated for comment in
mid-September. In an October 12 letter to Rep. Conyers about the September 19 dissemination
draft, ALA President Patricia Berger and Legislation Committee Chair Patricia Schuman stated:

“The Section increases substantially OMB’s power to interfere with the dissemination of
government information—power that, in the past, Congress has chosen either to reserve for
itself, or to legislate to specific agencies on a case-by-case basis. The Section consolidates two
major elements of power in a single agency, namely the absolute power to regulate government
information dissemination and the almost absolute power to wield budgetary control over such
information. No useful public purpose is served by such sweeping investiture of authority in
OMB; we believe the public would be poorly served should the September 19 dissemination
Draft become law. Congress must not forget that on several occasions in recent years, OMB has
used its present limited PRA authority to force curtailment of the flow of government
information and to mandate increases in the prices the public must pay for access.

The House bill, like the Senate version, has the list of factors that agencies are required to
consider in determining how to fulfill their dissemination functions. The House bill also
recognizes the role of depository libraries in the dissemination of government information and
would require agencies to provide to the Superintendent of Documents all government
publications required by chapter 19, “including government publications in electronic formats.”

The ALA letter stated that ALA cannot support the September 19 draft of the
dissemination section now incorporated in HR 3695. In their letter, Berger and Schuman
requested that the dissemination section be deleted, and that public hearings be held on the
advisability of including such a section in the PRA. At this time, no hearings are scheduled on
the House bill.
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Play Index

o 1983-1987

‘* Continues to be one of the few reference sources
thatis equally indispensable for school, public, and

academic libraries.”

—American reference
BOOKS ANNUAL

522 pp. 1988 ISSN 0554-3037 $55 U.S. and Canada, $60 other countries. Indexes 3,964 plays.

A 39-Tear Run
As the Best Source
on the Subject

For nearly 40 years, teachers, stu-
dents, librarians, drama coaches,
theatre groups, theatre afficionados,
directors, producers, performers,
playwrights, and researchers have all
turned to Play Index for its unrivalled
wealth of information about plays and
where to find them. Now Play Index
1983-1987, the latest volume in the
series, hrings researchers up to date
with references to 3,964 new and
previously published plays appearing
in new collections, published over the
past five years. From puppet plays to
classical drama, Play Index covers
the full complement of theatrical
works, including TV and radio plays
as well as the legitimate theatre.

Locate Plays by Author,
Title, Theme, or Genre

With a minimum of time and effort
you can use Play Index to acquire
the maximum amount of information
about a given play or playwright.
Author, Title, Subject, and Dramatic
Style (e.g., musical, tragedy, parody)
entries for each play are offered in a
single, easy-to-use alphabetical listing.
Access is also provided to plays in a
distinctive form, such as one-act plays
and plays in verse. The author entry
provides a full bibliographic citation,

a descriptive annotation, and an indi-
cation of the number of acts and scenes,
size of cast, number of sets, and
dances or music required. Symbols
identify plays suitable for children or
young people. Separate sections offer
a cast analysis arranged by the sex and

number of performers needed, a list
of collections indexed, and a directory
of publishers and distributors.

More Than 26,000
Plays Indexed in
Seven VVolumes

Each of the seven volumes of Play
Index stands alone as a compre-
hensive record of the plays published
during the time period it covers, and
does not duplicate information con-
tained in preceding volumes. Together,
the seven volumes form a continuous
collection of data about more than
26,000 plays published over 39 years.

Play Index 1978-1982

480pp. 1983 $45 U.S. and Canada,
$50 other countries Indexes 3,429 plays.

Play Index 1973-1977

457pp. 1978 $38 U.S. and Canada,
$43 other countries Indexes 3,878 plays.

Play Index 1968-1972
403pp. 1973 $30 US. and Canada,
$35 other countries Indexes 3,848 plays.

Play Index 1961-1967

464pp. 1968 $25 U.S. and Canada,
$30 other countries Indexes 4,793 plays.

Play Index 1953-1960

404pp. 1963 $22 U.S. and Canada,
$27 other countries Indexes 4,592 plays.

Play Index 1949-1952
239pp. 1953 $17 US. and Canada,
$20 other countries Indexes 2,616 plays.
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