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Eliminate free mailing for the blind? No, of course not, protested many
congressional offices in response to incredulous i1nquiries from constituents.
And yet, after voting down nine different budget plans, the budget that the
House passed on June 10 did just that. Buried in Budget Function 370, Com-
merce and Housing Credit, was a proposal to eliminate all postal subsidy.

This 1nnocuous-sounding proposal would bring all nonprofit and educa-
tional rates to the full commercial level by October 1, with results as
follows:

1. The blind and handicapped would no longer be able to send and
receive postage-free braille, large print, and recorded materials.
A talking book on cassette tape would cost about 71¢ iIn postage.

2. Second-class postage for classroom publications would iIncrease
137%, from 7.3¢ for a typical piece to 17.3¢, and other second-class
nonprofit publications, such as college catalogs and alumni maga-
zines, would receive significant i1ncreases as well.

3. The third-class rate for nonprofit organization newsletters
and fund-raising solicitations would iIncrease 86%, from the current
5¢ for a typical letter to 9.3¢.

4. The fourth-class library rate would double, from 43¢ for a
two-pound package to 86¢. This rate affects schools, colleges,
libraries, and museums who use 1t to send and receive library books,
textbooks, films, and other print and nonprint materials.

Most Members of Congress would not have voted directly for such a
proposal, but i1t was only one of a series of budget figures iIn a Republican
budget substitute amendment made available only a day before i1t was voted on.
Many Members were not aware of the effects of the postal provisions, and many
refused to believe i1t when alerted by librarians and others. As this was
written, i1t was expected that at least part of the damage would be repaired
through conference with the Senate-passed budget resolution, which included
a little more than the current level of postal subsidy, already cut In last
year’s budget battles.

However it may turn out, this episode i1llustrates the danger of large
omnibus budget packages, especially when drafted as floor amendments without
explanatory reports and without careful attention to major changes. It also
demonstrates the vigilance required by library and educational organizations
to make sure that public interest provisions enacted after careful congres-
sional deliberation are not eliminated In a day"s hasty vote. It also points
up the need to have postal statistics readily at hand so that the impact of
a proposed change can be quickly estimated.

What does your library spend on fourth-class library rate postage?
Estimate the total for the most recent fiscal year and send that information
to the ALA Washington Office, 110 Maryland Ave., NE, Box 54, Washington, DC
20002. Let us know if you use other subsidized rates as well. We are
always i1n need of up-to-date examples of postal costs, and we could use more
data from academic libraries.
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Overworked? Understaffed?

When literature searches
keep piling up, turn to the

ISREearc

When you’re short-handed and
your desk is piled with requests for
searches, you can lighten your work
load and still offer quality assistance
to your users ... with help from the
ISI Search Service!

How does the ISI Search Service
help? By providing answers to a wide
variety of questions linked to science
and scholarship. Here’s a small sam-
pling of the types of searches the ISI
Search Service routinely handles:

= “Can you give me a bibliography
of journal articles published in
the past year that are related to
thde?paper I've recently complet-
ed?”

e “What authors from this orga-
nization published papers In
1981? Can you give me a list of
their articles, and the journals in
which they appeared?”

= “What places of scientific inter-
est are located in or near this
city?”

= “How many scientists in organi-
zations competing with us pub-
lished articles last year? What
are these authors’ names?”

How are the searches performed?

ISI specialists search over 6,700
journals and nearly 5,000 new, multi-
authored books from virtually every
discipline in the sciences, social sci-
ences, and arts and humanities to an-
swer your users’ questions.The tools
used to search include: ISI’s unique
online data bases, plus 150 others ...
the printed ISI Citation Indexes ... 7
editions of Current Contents® ISI’s

Servicel

weekly alerting service ... and the
only large-scale data base designed
for easily locating new organic com-
pounds reported in the chemical
journal literature.

The data bases searched by our
specialists index publications from
around the world, so you can be sure
the answers they provide are com-
prehensive. And you get the most re-
cent material available— often before
your users could access it by any oth-
er means.

The ISI Search Service Offers Com-
plete Information— Fast. It provides
complete reports on the topic you re-
guest within 10 business days or less
from the time we receive your written
authorization to perform a search.
And copies of articles (from 1978 to
the present) that were indexed in ISl
services and listed on your report are
available through OATS®(Original Ar-
ticle Text Service). OATS mails out ar-
ticles within 48 hours after a request
IS received.

The minimum cost for a search is
$75. If we estimate the price of yours
will be higher, we’ll phone you before
proceeding to let you know what the
exact cost will be.

If you want to learn more about the
ISI Search Service ... or if you'd like
to discuss the various types of
searches available, you can phone
Barbara Schreiber-Coia, Search Ser-
vice Specialist, toll-free at 800-523-
1850, ext. 1274 (in the contiguous
U.S., except Pennsylvania). In Penn-
sylvania, call her collect at 215-386-
0100. Or you can write to her at the
address shown. Don’t wait; act today!

Institute for Scientific Information®
3501 Market Street, University City Science Center, Philadelphia, PA 19104 U.S.A. 12-2759

Telephone: (215) 386-0100, Cable: SCINFO, Telex: 84-5305
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