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The P r e s i d e n t ’ s f i s c a l  y e a r  1988 b u d g e t was th e  f i r s t  to  e x c e e d  one t r i l ­
l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  b u t  th e  s i x t h  i n  a  row  to  e l i m i n a t e  a l l  E d u c a t io n  D e p a rtm e n t 
a c a d e m ic  and p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  a s s i s t a n c e .  A lso  z e ro e d  o u t  i n  th e  b u d g e t w ere  
n o n p r o f i t  p o s t a l  r a t e s  and c o l l e g e  w ork s tu d y .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  w ould  r e s c i n d  o r  “u n a p p r o p r i a t e ” fu n d s  
a l r e a d y  p r o v id e d  by C o n g re s s  f o r  FY ‘ 87 f o r  s e v e r a l  l i b r a r y  p ro g ra m s i n c l u d i n g
th e  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n  A ct I I – B g r a d u a te  l i b r a r y  s c h o o l  f e l l o w s h i p s  and th e  I I – C
r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r y  g r a n t s .  I f  y o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  a I I – B o r  I I – C g r a n t  a p p l i ­
c a t i o n  p e n d in g ,  p r o t e s t  th e  p ro p o s e d  r e s c i s s i o n  to  y o u r  m em bers o f  C o n g re s s  
im m e d ia te ly .  Even i f  C o n g re s s  d o e s  n o t  a p p ro v e  th e  r e s c i s s i o n s ,  th e  r e q u e s t  
h o ld s  up r e l e a s e  o f  fu n d s  f o r  45 l e g i s l a t i v e  d a y s ,  t o  e x p i r e  a b o u t  M arch 15 .

Two o t h e r  HEA l i b r a r y  p ro g ra m s  a r e  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  f u n d e d ,  b u t  w ere  j u s t  
r e v i s e d  i n  th e  HEA r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n  s ig n e d  i n t o  law  l a s t  O c to b e r .  In  t h i s  
d e f i c i t  r e d u c t i o n  c l i m a t e ,  i t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  C o n g re s s  w i l l  fu n d  
I I – A r e s o u r c e s  g r a n t s  to  n e e d y  c o l l e g e s ,  and  I I – D te c h n o lo g y  g r a n t s ,  w i th o u t  
g r a s s  r o o t s  a c t i o n .

The I I –A g r a n t s  w ere  l a s t  fu n d e d  f o r  t h e  1983 -8 4  a c a d e m ic  y e a r .  F u n d in g  
c o m m itte e s  s a i d  th e y  w ould  n o t  p r o v id e  m oney a g a in  u n t i l  th e  p ro g ra m  was 
t a r g e t e d  to  n e e d .  B ased  on ACRL– d e v e lo p e d  n ee d  c r i t e r i a ,  C o n g re s s  a u t h o r i z e d  
$10 m i l l i o n  i n  FY ‘ 87 and su c h  sums a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e a c h  o f  th e  n e x t  f o u r  
y e a r s  f o r  g r a n t s  o f  b e tw e e n  $ 2 ,0 0 0  and $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  d e p e n d in g  on e n r o l lm e n t  r a n g e  
to  l i b r a r i e s  r a n k in g  b e lo w  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l a s s  norm  i n  b o th  m a t e r i a l s  
e x p e n d i tu r e s /F T E  s t u d e n t  and  v o lu m es h e ld /F T E  s t u d e n t .

F o r t h e  new I I – D C o l le g e  L i b r a r y  T e c h n o lo g y  and C o o p e ra t io n  G r a n t s ,  Con­
g r e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  $5 m i l l i o n  f o r  g r a n t s  o f  a t  l e a s t  $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  f o r  up to  t h r e e  
y e a r s  w i th  a o n e - t h i r d  m a tc h in g  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  e q u ip m e n t f o r  
s h a r in g  o f  l i b r a r y  r e s o u r c e s ,  c o n s o r t i a  and  j o i n t  u s e  l i b r a r y  p r o j e c t s ,  n e t ­
w o rk in g , and o t h e r  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e s .

I f  f u n d in g  s u b c o m m itte e s  r e c e i v e  few  l e t t e r s  o r  v i s i t s ,  new o r  u n fu n d e d  
p ro g ra m s w on’ t  ev e n  come up f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t ’ s up to  i n t e r e s t e d  l i b r a r y  
c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  who h a v e  im m ense i n f l u e n c e .  I f  th e  L a b o r– HHS– E d u c a t io n  
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  S u b c o m m itte e s  a r e  s e n t  num erous l e t t e r s  on I I –A and I I – D, 
r e c e i v e  i n q u i r i e s  from  c o l l e a g u e s  w hose l i b r a r y  c o n s t i t u e n t s  h a v e  w r i t t e n ,  and 
a r e  v i s i t e d  a t  home and on L i b r a r y  L e g i s l a t i v e  Day ( A p r i l  7 ) ,  th e n  I I - A  and 
I I – D w i l l  r e c e i v e  f a i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  FY ’ 88 f u n d in g .  S t a r t  now w i th  y o u r  
f i r s t  l e t t e r .  The C h a irm en  a r e  S e n . L aw ton C h i le s  (D -F L ) and  R ep. W ill ia m  
N a tc h e r  (D–KY). R an k in g  m i n o r i t y  m em bers a r e  S en . M ark H a t f i e l d  (R-OR) and 
R ep. S i l v i o  C o n te  (R-M A).

 
 




