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Does your library ever make Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests?
If so, you may well have to pay search costs in addition to reproduction

costs in the future. If you answered no, don’t stop reading! If your users
depend on government information and data that is no longer being published,
but is still compiled for internal agency use, the FOIA may be your only

recourse. For instance, the Treasury Department stopped publishing com-
prehensive annual reports in 1981 (with the 1980 report). The information
formerly compiled in the annual reports is partly scattered in other sources
not widely available, and partly not published at all. FOIA requests may be
the only recourse.

The increased FOIA request fees are due to Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) uniform FOIA fee schedule guidelines published in the March 27,
1987 FEDERAL REGISTER, pp. 10012-21. The guidelines implement amendments
passed by Congress last year to improve the fee and fee waiver provisions of
the Act for the news media and public interest users of FOIA. But in
implementing the amendments, the Administration has taken a very restrictive
approach. Only two categories of requesters are to be charged for the cost
of reproduction alone—educational and noncommercial scientific institutions
and representatives of the news media. ALA protested the narrow definition
of educational institution in the preliminary guidelines because it excluded
libraries. OMB’s final version, although broader than the draft, still
excludes a library unless it is connected to an educational institution
which operates a program of scholarly research, thus excluding many academic
research libraries.

Numerous federal agencies have published FOIA regulations in the FEDERAL
REGISTER during April and May based on the OMB guidelines. The Department
of Justice (DOJ) Office of Legal Policy issued new fee waiver policy guid-

ance to all federal agencies on April 2. In a discussion of what evidence
iIs sufficient to establish that a contribution to understanding by the
general public will ultimately result from a disclosure, the DOJ guidelines

observed about libraries that:

“This consideration is not satisfied simply because a fee waiver request
Is made by a library or other record repository, or requester who intends

merely to disseminate information to such an institution. Such requests,

like those of other requesters, should be analyzed to identify a particular
person who will actually use the requested information in scholarly or other
analytic work and then disseminate it to the general public; absent that, it
cannot be determined that disclosure to the requester will contribute to the
public’s understanding of government operations or activities.... Thus, such

requesters should make the same fee waiver showing that a person would have
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Mountainside Is offering you
the best of both worlds.

Subscribe to Two

of the Profession’s

Most Respected Journals ...
and Pay One Low Price,

The Journal of Academic Librarianship...
or Research Strategies? Choosing between
them would be a hard decision at best.

Every other month, JAL brings career-minded
librarians the information they need in the
form of articles, essays, independent-minded
editorials and over 150 book review sum-
maries. In point of fact, no other professional
library journal offers more articles written by
and for academic librarians.

Then there’s Research Strategies — an
indispensible tool for any librarian involved
in bibliographic and library instruction. In
each quarterly issue, prominent researchers,
instructors and administrators present their
findings and points of view on topics of
general interest and practical importance.

Happily, you don’t have to choose one or the
other. Because now Mountainside Publishing
is making a special offer for personal
subscribers: WHEN YOU ORDER JAL AND
RS, YOU’LL PAY JUST $35 FOR A FULL
YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION. That amounts to a
27% savings over normal subscription prices.

To take advantage of our best-of-both-worlds
offer, simply send in the subscription form
below along with your personal check, or call
Mountainside at 313/662-3925.
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/ YES, I'd like a combined subscription to \
The Journal of Academic Librarianship and
Research Strategies. . . at a considerable
savings. I'm enclosing a personal check in
the amount indicated below:

O $40 — one year subscription
(10 issues)

! O $78 — two year subscription
(20 issues)

I Name

l Address

City

State Zip

MOUNTAINSIDE
PUBLISHING, INC.

321 South Main Street « PO Box 8330
\ Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 }
313/662-3925




Library. Serves as library liaison to assigned Science/Engineering
Department§). May be responsible for coordinating an operational function in

the library which may involve serials, microforms, interlibrary loan,
technical reports, library instruction, electronic services or networking.
Required: M aster’s degree from an ALA-accredited program. An undergraduate
major or graduate degree in science or engineering. Experience in a
science/engineering academic library or special library preferred, with a
strong commitment to, and ability for, public services. Experience with
searching online databases in science and technology. Engineering sciences,
physical sciences, or mathematics background preferred. Salary: $20,000
minimum. Appointment: Assistant Professor. Applications: submit resume
(including names and addresses of three references to: Rita Critchfield,

General Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NV 87131. For most
favorable consideration, submit application by August 31, 1987. AA/EOE.

SERIALS CATALOGER. Description: Responsible for original cataloging,
classification and retrospective conversion of serials with  special
responsibilities for materials in Oriental languages, wusing Library of

Congress classification and subject headings, the OCLC Library Bibliographic
U tility, and following national standards of Anglo-American Cataloging Rules,
2nd edition; CONSER and NACO conventions; and ANSI standards for Serials
Holdings at the Summary and Detailed levels. Qualifications: Master’s degree
from ALA-accredited library school. Two years experience in serials
cataloging using AACR2, LC classification and subject headings, and OCLC or
other library Dbibliographic utility. Must be able, in Chinese, Japanese, and
Korean, to determine the scholarly subject matter of the material; to
determine the history of names and name changes of corporate bodies and
individuals; to identify and provide bibliographic control of title changes,
mergers or split titles, ceased or superseded serials, frequency changes and
publishing dates. Must be able, in both oral and written English, to discuss
specialized theoretical concepts and rules of cataloging as regularly
distributed by the Library of Congress, to participate in reviewing the work
of peers, and to discuss errors or differences in interpretation. Experience
with CONSER and NACO conventions and ANSI standards for holdings statements
preferred. Salary: $19,500 per year. Send resume with Social Security
number to: The Indiana State Employment Service, 10 North Senate Avenue,
Indianapolis, IN 46204, attention W.F. Shepherd, I.D. #3095846.

(Washington Hotline, cont’d)
to make to obtain a fee waiver directly, including a representation by that
person of intent to perform the work involved."

There is congressional concern about the way the Administration has in-
terpreted the FOIA amendments, but Congress needs examples of the guide-
lines’” detrimental effect before hearings take place late this summer. The
ALA Washington O ffice is interested in hearing about library experience
in using the FOIA.





