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Ne w s  f r o m  t h e  F i e l d Mary Ellen Davis

N orthw estern opens facility for 
faculty library and technology 
needs
Northwestern University Library and North­
w estern University Inform ation T ech nol­
ogy have com pleted construction on a new 
facility designed to serve the library and 
technology needs o f faculty and teaching 
graduate students.

This new  facility brings together the 
University’s Academic Technologies divi­
sion, the Library’s Collection M anagement 
office, and the M arjorie I. Mitchell Digital 
Media Services. These units will com bine 
to assist faculty in obtaining a range o f 
services from  traditional library b ib lio ­
graphic services to creating course Web 
pages to digital library projects.

“Over time, w e believe this facility will 
enable Northwestern faculty to be among 
the best equipped in the country to use 
technology in their teaching and research,” 
says D avid  B is h o p , C h a rles  D e e rin g  
McCormick university librarian.

The new facility creates one-stop shop­
ping for library and technology needs. While 
there, faculty can get help from subject bibli­
ographers in the use 
o f the collection or 
recommend a title to 
be added to the col­
lection. They can also 
work on new  com ­
pu ting  te ch n iq u e s  
and so ftw a re  fo r 
learning; create and 
deliver sound, video, 
and text in digital for­
mat; and create Web 
pages.

The Jazz Age in 
Paris
“T h e  Ja z z  A ge in 
Paris: 1 9 1 4 -1 9 4 0 ,” a 
n a tio n a l tra v e lin g  
exhibition organized 
by the Smithsonian

Institution Traveling E xhibition  Service 
(SITES) and ALA, opened at the Elmer L. 
Andersen Library, University o f Minnesota 
Libraries, with a reception featuring music 
and readings on February 1.

The exhibition brings to life in words, 
pictures, and music the early jazz m ove­
ment in Europe, its American roots, and 
the exuberant cafe and cabaret musical cul­
ture of the City o f Light betw een the two 
world wars. The exhibit offers portraits o f 
artists and perform ers o f the era, such as 
Jo sep h in e  Baker and D jango Reinhardt, as 
w ell as insights into how  the American ex­
patriate population in Paris and the Euro­
pean avant garde helped to shape a glam­
orous and influential cabaret culture in the 
1920s and 1930s.

The exhibit was made possible through 
the support of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities. The original version of this 
exhibition was developed by the SITES and 
was made possible by Nissan North America. 
The exhibition is part of America’s Jazz Heri­
tage, A Partnership o f the Lila W allace - 
Reader’s Digest Fund and the Smithsonian 
Institution.

N o r t h w e s t e r n ' s  n e w  fac i l i ty  offers  o n e -s t o p  s h o p p i n g  f o r  f a c u l ty  
intereste d in e v e ry th in g  f r o m  collection d e v e lo p m e n t  t o  o ffe r in g  a 
course o n  t h e  W e b .
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Left to right: Marcia Pankake, Jim Cogswell, Su Chen, Rafael 
Tarrago, and Peggy Johnson (all o f  the University of Minnesota 
Libraries) enjoy the opening reception of "The Jazz Age in Paris: 
1914-1940."

A fr ic a n  A m e ric a n  e x h ib it  o p e n s at  
T e xa s  A & M 's C u s h in g  L ib ra ry
A crowd of 300 attended the opening of an 
exhibit tracing the history and contributions of 
African Americans at Texas A&M University 
Saturday, February 3, at the university’s Cushing 
Memorial Library. The exhibit, “In Fulfillment 
of a Dream: African Americans at Texas A&M 
University, 1876-2000,” coincided with the bi­
ennial Black Former Students Reunion, Black 
History Month, and the start of events marking 
a yearlong celebration of the 125th anniver­
sary of the university.

A time line, theme pan­
els, and individual panels 
that highlight the people, 
contributions, participation, 
and achievements of African 
Americans at Texas A&M 
from 1876 to the present are 
included in the exhibit, 
which will be on display 
through June. Angus Martin, 
a reference archivist at the 
library, was curator of the 
exhibit and researcher for 
the project.

T ra n s la to rs  and  
lia iso n s  n e e d e d  fo r  
sta n d a rd s
ACRL’s Information Literacy 
Competency Standards for

Higher Education Task 
Force is working to facili­
tate the distribution and 
endorsement of the stan­
dards within the higher 
education community in 
the U nited  States and 
around the w orld . To 
a ch iev e  th is, the task  
force is looking for vol­
unteers to translate or 
verify the translation of 
the standards into a lan­
guage other than French, 
Japanese, Finnish, Roma­
nian, Chinese, Spanish, or 
Russian. If you have lan­
guage skills or are a mem­
ber of a discipline-specific 
higher education associa­

tion, please contact Barton Lessin, chair of 
the Information Literacy Competency Stan­
dards for Higher Education Task Force, at 
aa3327@wayne.edu.

B rin g  th e  A C R L  In fo rm a tio n  
L ite ra c y  Im m e rsio n  p ro g ra m  to  
y o u r  ca m p u s
Host institutions are sought for ACRL’s In­
stitute for Information Literacy Immersion 
program. These five-day programs require 
housing, m eeting room s, audiovisual 
equipment, meals, and refreshment breaks 
for up to 100 participants. The programs

Texas A&M recognized the contributions of African Americans 
in its exhibit "In Fulfillment of a Dream: African Americans at 
Texas A&M University, 1876-2000."



C&RL News ■ March 2001 / 277

Support Library Legislation Day

Mark your calendars for the 27th Annual 
National Libraiy Legislative Day to be held 
in Washington, D.C. on April 30 and May 
1, 2001. This event is sponsored by ALA 
and other concerned organizations to raise 
awareness about the importance o f federal 
funding for libraries.

These two days are significant to aca­
demic librarians because they provide a 
venue for librarians to meet with their con­
gressional representatives and to explain 
how their actions and policy decisions af­
fect academic institutions and their librar­
ies. Considering the rapid changes that are 
occurring in our libraries due to evolving 
information technology, we must keep our 
representatives informed and educated of 
the implications o f information policy on 
academic libraries.

On Monday, you will be briefed on gen­
eral legislative issues important to librar­
ies. And ACRL will sponsor an activity de­
signed to brief you on issues particularly 
important to academic librarians.

For the past two years, the ACRL Board 
has sponsored a legislative luncheon with 
speakers and panelists for academic librar­
ians who are participating in the Legisla­
tive Day activities. The 2001 ACRL luncheon

and discussion will be held on Monday, 
April 30, and will focus on three important 
legislative issues: 1) reauthorization of the 
Library Serv ices and T ech n o lo g y  Act 
(LSTA), 2) the Uniform Computer Informa­
tion Transactions Act (UCITA), and 3) the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). 
Later in the day you may caucus with your 
state delegation.

On Tuesday, you will join your state 
delegation and visit your congressional rep­
resentatives, delivering your m essages 
about library issues. Past experience of 
other academic librarians indicates that you 
may want to arrive in D.C. on Sunday to 
be ready for the full day o f activities on 
Monday.

ALA has set aside a block o f rooms at 
the Holiday Inn on The Hill. Call (800) 638- 
1116 and ask for the ALA rate. For more 
information about registration, access the 
Legislative Day Web site at http://www.ala. 
org/washoff/legday.html. You will also 
want to check with your state association 
legislative committee about teaming with 
them for visits to the congressional offices. 
If you plan to attend, contact Shannon Cary. 
—Shannon Cary, ACRL director o fr esearch 
an d  special initiatives, scary@ala.org

Chronicle  ad salutes libraries

Watch for a full-page announcement in 
a forthcoming issue o f the Chronicle o f 
H igher Education  congratulating our 
2001 winners of the Excellence in Aca­
demic Libraries Award, sponsored by 
Blackwell’s Book Service.

This announcement is part o f a me­
dia campaign approved by the ACRL 
Board to underscore to members of the 
higher education community the contin­
ued vitality and value o f academic librar­
ies.

The winners of this award, exemplify 
the exceptional manner through which 
their library staffs collaborated to antici­
pate and respond in creative and inno­

vate ways to the information needs of their 
institutions.

Winners for 2001 are:
• Austin Community College (commu­

nity college division);
• Earlham College (college division); and
• University of Arizona ( university di­

vision).
When it appears, please bring this an­

nouncement to the attention of presidents, 
provosts, deans, faculty, and other appro­
priate individuals and groups at your in­
stitution.

In the near future, your winning library 
may also be recognized nationally through 
an Excellence in Academic Libraries Award!

http://www.ala
mailto:scary@ala.org
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ACRL offers licensing w orkshop in San Francisco

With the rapid growth of databases, the 
number of licenses handled by libraries 
has grown exponentially. This change in 
scale means that it is even more important 
to have in place sound practices for track­
ing licenses, as well as policies and proce­
dures that encourage or enforce compli­
ance with the terms of the contract.

During the one-day preconference, 
“Navigating the Licensing Landscape,” ex­
plore core issues to address in license 
negotiation, discuss selected problems 
and solutions in licensing language, and

examine current hot issues. Learn negotia­
tion techniques, share negotiation strategies, 
and discover if the current licensing model 
is sustainable as libraries attempt to man­
age an ever-increasing number of licenses 
and contracts. This preconference will be 
held prior to the ALA Annual Conference 
in San Francisco, on Friday, June 15, 2001. 
Speakers include Ivy Anderson, coordina­
tor for Digital Acquisitions, Office of Infor­
mation Systems, Harvard University Library, 
and Kimberly Parker, Electronic Publishing 
and Collections specialist, Yale University.

are generally held in the summer, using dor­
mitory facilities and campus food services.

Details for submitting a proposal to host 
an immersion program may be found on 
the Web at http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/ 
siteproposal.html. Questions? Contact Mary 
Ellen Davis, ACRL senior associate execu­
tive director, at medavis@ala.org or (800) 
545-2433 ext. 2511.

S h e rm a n  A le x ie  to  sp e a k  a t A C R L  
P re s id e n t 's  P ro g ra m
Award-winning author, poet, and screen­
writer Sherman Alexie will be the featured 
speaker at the ACRL President’s Program,

June 18, 2001, at 2:00 p.m. at the ALA An­
nual Conference.

D escribed as “one o f the major lyric 
voices of our time” by the New York Times, 
Alexie is a prolific writer. Since 1992, he 
has authored seven books of poetry, sev­
eral collections of short stories, two nov­
els, and w rote the screenp lay  for the 
Sundance Film Festival’s 1998 Audience 
Award and Film m akers Trophy winner, 
S m oke Signals.

ACRL President Betsy Wilson is thrilled to 
have Alexie featured at her program: “I chose 
‘Community and Collaboration’ as the theme 
of my presidential year because the library  is 

the intellectual crossroads 
o f the com m unity— a 
house of stories preserv­
ing our memory and fos­
tering com m unication 
and co llab oratio n . As 
academic librarians, we 
must constantly work to 
look at our communities 
from new perspectives. 
Throughout his works, 
A lexie ch a llen g es his 
readers to see the world 
from a different point of 
view.”

For more information 
about ACRL program s 
and the president’s theme 
visit http://www.ala.org/

http://www.ala.org/acrl/nili/
mailto:medavis@ala.org
http://www.ala.org/
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For a superior vantage-point in the areas of corpo­ GLOBAL B U SIN ESS IN FO RM ATIO N
rate finance, economics and marketing, business Business & Company Resource Center provides 
and academic researchers prefer the Business & global business coverage including company pro­
Company Resource Center online database. In a files, corporate chronologies and histories, industry 
single comprehensive database, users can efficiently rankings, products and brands, business journal 
research current, accurate and organized company news and analysis, stock prices and more. Whether 
and industry information, such as: researching new career opportunities, business case 
• CDA/Investnet insider buying and selling activity studies or competitive intelligence, your users will 

appreciate the quick and easy access to such depend­• CDA/Spectrum major shareholders
able information.• Company performance ratings

• Comprehensive financial overviews F R E E  3 0  -  DAY TR IA L
• Current investment ratings Please call your Gale Group Representative at 
• Financial ratios 1-800-877-GALE to set up a free trial, or visit 
• First Call consensus estimates www.galegroup.com/BusinessRC for a guided 
• Investext® tour. Outside the U.S. and Canada, send an e-mail 
• 20-minute delayed stock quotes to intemational@galegroup.com.

I N F O R M A T I O N  I N T E G R I T Y

V i s i t  us  a t  t he G A L E  G R O U P

A C R L C o n f e re n c e ,  b oo t h  # 6 0 I
A  THOMSON COMPANY

http://www.galegroup.com/BusinessRC
mailto:intemational@galegroup.com





