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I n t e r n e t  R e v i e w s Sara Amato, editor

The Institute for Global Communica­
tions. Access: h ttp ://w w w .igc.org.

T h e  Institute fo r  G lo b a l C o m m u n ica ­

tions: C on n ec t in g  P e o p le  W h o  A re  C h an g ­

ing the W or ld  is a n o n g o ve rn m e n ta l o rg a ­

n ization that w ith  severa l partners has b een  

the p rim ary  in fo rm a tion  and com m u n ica ­

tions serv ice  p ro v id e r  at severa l U .N. w o r ld  

con fe ren ces .

It m anages  fou r  in fo rm a tion  n e tw o rk s  

f o r  n o n p r o f i t  a c t i v i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s :

P ea ceN e t , E coN et, 

W o m e n s N e t ,  a n d  

A n t i - R a c i s m N e t .  

Each o f  these  n e t­

w o rk s  o ffe rs  h ea d ­

lin es  o f  b r e a k in g  

n ew s  in the fie ld  as 

w e l l  as “ a c t i o n  

a le r ts ” fo r  p e o p le  

w h o  w an t to  b e  in vo lv ed . T h e  site c o n ­

tains chat ro om s , e v e n t  ca len d ars , and  

a d v o c a cy  tips o f  in terest p r im arily  to the 

s ite ’s activ ist au d ien ce , but there  are som e  

fea tures that w il l  b e  usefu l to lib rary p a ­

trons.

O n e  o f  these features is the site’s subject 

d irectory o f  m em ber W eb  sites related to ac­

tivism and advocacy, m any o f  w h ich  are not 

listed in similar directories, such as Y ah oo  

and About.com . These  m em bers range from  

organizations to individuals. T h e  IG C  site o f ­

fers an exce llen t search eng ine  o f  its m em ­

bers ’ publicly accessible W eb  pages and o f  

its o w n  on line documents. N otab le  functions 

are the ability to check  spelling o f  search 

terms, to b row se  k eyw ord  lists, and to select 

related terms. A  third feature o f  the site that 

librarians w ill want to note is the job/volun­

teer opportunities section, o f  use to students 

look ing for a job  or internship in activist fields.

T h e  site is updated regularly; the site ad­

ministrators evaluate activists’ new s submis­

sions and select n ew  stories at least w eek ly . 

This aw ard-w inn ing site w ill b e  o f  use to un­

dergraduate students researching social issues, 

as long  as they are aw are o f  the site’s bias.—  

H e id i S en io r, U n iv e rs ity  o f  P o r t la n d ,  
sen ior@ up.edu

The World Wide Web Acronym and 
Abbreviation Server. Access: http:// 

w w w .u c c . ie / in fo / n e t/ a c ro n y m s/ in d ex . 

html.

A c ron ym s  h ave  p ro life ra ted  in ou r in ­

c rea s in g ly  c o m p le x  soc ie ty , e sp ec ia lly  in 

techn ica l fie lds , such as com p u te r  sc ien ce  

and m ed ic in e . R e fe ren ce  too ls  are essen ­

tial fo r  d e c o d in g  these acronym s. T h e  m ost 

c o m p reh en s iv e  sou rce  is G a le ’s Acronym s, 
In itia lism s, a n d  A bbrev ia tions  D iction a ry , 
w h ich  lists m ore  than 400,000 acronym s. 

It ’s hard to im ag in e  an acad em ic  re fe ren ce  

c o l le c t io n  w ith ou t a c o p y  o f  this e x c e llen t  

print source. M ost a cad em ic  lib raries also 

o w n  acron ym  d ic tionaries  fo r  sp ec if ic  sub­

ject areas, such as com p u te r  sc ien ce , e n ­

g in e e r in g ,  m ed ic in e , m ilitary, and  o th er  

techn ica l fie lds. In  ad d it ion  to  these print 

sources, num erous acronym  W eb  sites n o w  

exist, m ost o f  w h ich  are s p e c ia liz e d  lists 

fo r  top ics  rang ing from  accountancy to  v e t­

er inary  m ed ic in e .

Th is  W eb  site w as p ro b a b ly  the first ac­

ron ym  site to ap p ea r  on  the In ternet. T h e  

W W W  A c ro n y m  and A b b re v ia t io n  Server 

w as  started in the m id-1980s as an e-m ail 

server, and in 1992 it w en t on  the W eb . 

T h e  current au th or/produ cer is the o r ig i­

nal fo u n d e r  o f  the site, P e te r  F lyn n  o f  

U n ivers ity  C o l le g e  in Cork , Ire land .

At this w rit in g , the site in c lu des  17,838 

acron ym s from  all sub ject areas. T h e  site 

d e fin es  an acron ym  as “any string o f  char­

acters fo rm e d  from  the in itial letters (o r  

o cca s io n a lly  from  o th e r  le tte rs ) o f  severa l 

w o rd s , regard less  o f  w h e th e r  the result is 

p ro n o u n ce a b le  o r  n o t .”

T h e  database can b e  sea rch ed  b y  a c ro ­

nym  o r b y  w o rd . B ro w s in g  is ava ilab le ; i f  

you  are not sure o f  the exact acronym , you  

can ty p e  in o n e  o r  m o re  letters o r  w o rd s  

to lo o k  th rou gh  a list o f  all acron ym s c o n ­

ta in ing  those  letters o r  w ord s . A c ron ym s  

are in c lu d ed  from  business, com p u te r  sci-

Sara Amato is electronic services and Web development 
librarian at Bowdoin College, e-mail:samato@bowdoin.edu

http://www.igc.org
mailto:senior@up.edu
http://www.ucc.ie/info/net/acronyms/index
mailto:samato@bowdoin.edu


4 2 6  / C& RL N e w s  ■ M a y  2 0 0 0

e n c e ,  e d u c a t io n ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  m ilita ry , 

sports, and  m an y  o th e r  sub jects . A  f e w  

fa c e t io u s  a c ro n ym s  are  in c lu d e d  in the 

database (su ch  as B A N A N A : B u ild  A b s o ­

lu te ly  N o th in g  A n y w h e r e  N ea r  A n y o n e ) ,  

but the grea t m a jo r ity  are m a instream  a c ­

ron ym s fo r  o rga n iza t ion s , journals, te c h ­

n ica l term s, etc. M ost o f  the en tr ies  are 

A m er ica n  o r  British  acronym s. Y ou  m ay 

subm it a c ron ym s  fo r  in c lu s ion  in the W eb  

site, but u n fo rtu n a te ly  the site is not b e in g  

u p d a ted  regu la rly .

R esp on d in g  to  an e-m ail qu ery  from  this 

re v ie w e r ,  the p ro d u c e r  n o te d  that the site 

is an “u n o ff ic ia l,  v o lu n te e r  e f fo r t ” and  has 

not b e e n  u p d a ted  recen tly . H o w e v e r ,  he 

d o e s  p lan  to  con tin u e  the site and  is w o r k ­

ing  on  im p ro vem en ts , such as c a te g o r iz a ­

tion  and p o ss ib ly  a n e w  in terface .

T h is  re la t iv e ly  sm all W eb  site  can n o t 

c o m p a re  to  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  sou rce , such 

as G a le ’s a c ron ym s  d ic t ion a ry . But i f  y ou  

w an t to d o  a qu ick  lo o k u p  and y o u ’re aw ay  

from  the re fe re n c e  desk , the site c o u ld  b e  

handy. T h e  o n ly  s im ila r site on  the W eb  is 

th e  c o m m e r c i a l  A c r o n y m  F in d e r  

( w w w .a c r o n y m f in d e r . c o m ), w h ic h  lists

129,000 a c ro n y m s .— Susan E. C lark, Se­
attle, WA, secla rk l@ usw est.net

Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences. Access: http://www.oscars.org.

Th is  site p ro v id e s  access  to  a w e a lth  o f  

in fo rm a tio n  ab ou t the A c a d e m y  o f  M o t io n  

P ictu re  Arts and Sc iences  (A M P A S ),  in c lu d ­

ing  the A c a d e m y  A w ards , d irec t ly  from  the 

o rg a n iza t io n  itself.

O sca rs .o rg  is the  start p a g e  and  c o n ­

tains con tac t in fo rm a tio n  and links to  its

t w o  m a jo r  

p a g e s :  th e  

m a in  A M P A S  

s i t e  (h t t p :/ /  

www3.oeaus.cxg/ 

in d e x 2 .h tm l)  an d  th e  O f f ic ia l  A c a d e m y  

A w a rd s  Site ( w w w .o s c a r .c o m ). A  last u p ­

da te  in d ica t ion  is not rea d ily  ap p a ren t on  

an y  o f  the pages . S om e  in fo rm a tion , such 

as h istory and recen t n om in ees , is rep ea ted  

in b o th  sites.

V is itors  can  n a v iga te  the m a in  A M PA S  

site b y  us ing  the links near the to p  o f  the 

p age : A c a d e m y  A w a rd s  (fe a tu res  in teres t­

in g  “ in s id e ” in fo rm a tio n  ab ou t rules, p r o ­

m o t in g  gu id e lin es , and  a rem in d e r  list o f  

e l ig ib le  re lea ses ),  A c a d e m y  Even ts  C a le n ­

dar, C on ten ts  (s ite  m a p ),  Search  (th e  s ite ), 

and  O sca r.com . T h e re  is a lso  a link  to  a 

p a g e  fea tu r in g  o f f ic ia l  A c a d e m y  p u b lic a ­

tions, such as b o o k s  and  posters .

T h e re  are a lso  th ree  p u ll-d o w n  m enus 

near the b o tto m  o f  the p a ge : Even ts & Ser­

v ices , E du ca tion  & P rese rva tion , and  In ­

fo rm a tion . T h e s e  h e lp fu l m en u s  con ta in  

qu ick  links to sp ec if ic  p ages  w ith in  the site, 

such as the M argare t H err ick  L ibrary  and 

its sp ec ia l c o lle c t io n s . U n fo rtu n a te ly , the 

l ib ra ry ’s h o ld in g s  are not sea rch ab le .

T h e  A M PAS  site cu rren tly  con ta in s  tw o  

databases, and  a th ird  is c o m in g  soon . T h e  

A c a d e m y  A w a rd s  D atabase  con ta in s  in fo r ­

m ation  ab ou t n o m in e e s  and  w in n e rs  from  

1927 to  the p resen t and  is sea rch a b le  b y  

k e y w o rd ,  date , o r  c a te g o ry  w ith  the u se ­

fu l o p t io n  to d isp la y  w in n e rs  on ly .

H o w e v e r ,  th ere  is a lack  o f  h e lp  d o c u ­

m en ta tion , such  as the p ro p e r  syn tax  fo r  a 

nam e search. For exa m p le , sea rch in g  “Jane 

F o n d a ” brings up Fonda, m usic ian  Jon  B on  

Jovi, and o th e r  entries. S ea rch in g  “F on d a  

J an e ” b rings  up  Fonda , the film  Fantasia, 

and  o th e r  entries. S ea rch in g  b y  c a te g o ry  

o r  da te  is m uch  m o re  s tra igh tfo rw ard .

O n e  sh ou ld  not cou n t on  b e in g  ab le  to 

access  the database  at all tim es. A n  e rro r  

m ess a g e  stating, “T h e  A c a d e m y  A w a rd s  

N o m in e e s  and  W in n ers  d a tabase  is te m ­

p o ra r ily  u n a va ila b le  d u e  to  h e a v y  In tern et 

t ra f f ic ” a p p e a re d  s eve ra l t im es d u r in g  the 

w r it in g  o f  this r e v ie w .

T h e  S c ien tif ic  &  T ech n ica l A w a rd s  D a ­

tabase  con ta in s  in fo rm a t io n  ab ou t th ese  

aw ard s  fro m  1930 to  the p resen t and is 

s ea rch a b le  b y  year, a w a rd  class, a w a rd  

ca te g o ry ,  o r  k e y w o rd .  A ga in , th ere  is n o  

h e lp  d ocu m en ta t ion .

T h e  O s c a r .c o m  s ite  is p r o d u c e d  b y  

A B C .c o m  in partnersh ip  w ith  A M PAS  and 

fo cu ses  on  the te le v is e d  aw ard s  s h o w  and 

the g litz , g lam ou r, and  fun  assoc ia ted  w ith  

it.

H ig h l ig h ts  in c lu d e  b e h in d -th e -s c e n e s  

c o v e ra g e ,  fa sh ion  com m en ta ry , and  trivia . 

O sca rs .o rg  has s o m e  f la w s  but is still u se ­

fu l fo r  f ilm  students, f ilm  h istorians, film  

fans, and  m em b ers  o f  the film  industry .—  

S a m a n th a  J. Gust, N ia g a ra  U n ivers ity , 
gu s t@ n ia ga ra .ed u  ■
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