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W A S H I N G T O N _______ H O T L I N E by Carol C. Henderson 
Deputy D irec to r

ALA Washington O ffice

P re s s le r  l e t t e r  to  FCC  Twenty-seven Senators signed a l e t t e r  de livered  to 
Federal Communications Commission Chairman Mark Fowler May 8. The l e t t e r ,  
in i t i a te d  by Sen. Larry P re ss le r  (R-SD), asked the FCC to  consider a l ib ra ry  
p r iv a te  l in e  se rv ice  under which c a r r ie r s  would fu rn ish  e n t i t i e s  providing 
nonpro fit b ib lio g rap h ic  se rv ices  w ith unswitched p o in t- to -p o in t and m u ltipo in t 
se rv ice  under the terms and cond itions in  e f fe c t  September 30, 1983, with 
modest annual adjustm ents.

"We b e lieve  th a t w ithout such a c la ss  of se rv ic e , u n iv e rsa l access to 
inform ation through l ib r a r ie s  is  se rio u s ly  jeopard ized ,"  sa id  the l e t t e r  which, 
in  ad d itio n  to P re s s le r ,  was signed by Sens. Boren, Boschwitz, Burdick, Byrd, 
D anforth, Dixon, Domenici, Eagleton, Evans, Ford, Hecht, Kasten, L axa lt,
Levin, M elcher, M itch e ll, Moynihan, Nunn, P e l l ,  P ryor, Randolph, Sarbanes,
S ten n is , Thurmond, Tower, and T rib le .

A to t a l  of 27 s ig n a tu res  is  considered very good. By way of comparison, 
the January l e t t e r  from Sen. Robert Dole to the FCC which influenced  the 
FCC to modify i t s  access charge orders which in  tu rn  influenced  the Senate 
to drop i t s  telephone le g is la t io n  was signed by a to ta l  of 32 S enato rs.
L e tte rs  of thanks to P re s s le r  and cosigners would be ap p ro p ria te .

LC d e a c id if ic a tio n  f a c i l i t y . B il ls  to  au tho rize  the L ibrary  of Congress  
to  co n stru c t a mass book d e a c id if ic a tio n  f a c i l i t y  have been .approved—by the 
Senate Rules and A dm inistration  Committee and the House Public Buildings 
and Grounds Subcommittee. S. 2418 (S. Rept. 98-429) and HR 5607 would  
au tho rize  $11.5 m illio n  fo r a b u ild in g  to be constructed  a t Fort D etrick  
an army f a c i l i t y  near F red erick , Maryland; the bu ild ing  would include
te s t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  as w ell as two la rg e  vacuum chambers to accomodate
p a l le ts  of books to be tre a te d  w ith d ie th y l zinc vapor.

The DEZ process was developed by LC, and w ill  n e u tra liz e  the acid  in  
book paper and leave a zinc carbonate residue  thereby extending the l i f e  
of the m a te ria ls  400-600 y ea rs . The l i f e  of most book paper produced since 
about 1850 i s  only 30-40 y ea rs , due to the chemicals used in  the s iz in g  
process combining w ith m oisture in  the a i r  to  produce acids which cause the 
paper to  d is in te g ra te .  Of the L ib ra ry ’s law and general book c o lle c tio n s ,
3 m illio n  are  beyond help ; 10 m illio n  would b en e fit from DEZ trea tm en t.
The new f a c i l i t y  would t r e a t  500,000 books per year a t a cost of $3-5 each.

The House subcommittee held a b r ie f  hearing w ith LC w itnesses before 
approving t h e  b i 11 on May 8. The Senate committee devoted the afternoon 
of A pril 11 to the problem of book p re se rv a tio n , complete w ith an LC
s lid e / ta p e  p re se n ta tio n . W itnesses included L ib ra rian  of Congress Daniel 
Boorst in  and LC P rese rv a tio n  O ffice D irec to r P e te r Sparks; fo r the
A ssociation  of Research L ib ra r ie s , Carolyn H a rris , P rese rv a tio n  Department, 
Columbia U n iversity  L ib ra r ie s , and Susan M artin , L ibrary  D irec to r, Johns 
Hopkins U n iversity ; and fo r ALA, Gary Strong, C a lifo rn ia  S ta te  L ib rary .
H arris  a lso  noted th a t  she i s  the incoming ch a ir  of RTSD’s P rese rv a tio n  of 
L ibrary  M ateria ls  S ection .

NARS commemorative stamp. A tw en ty-cen t, f i r s t - c l a s s  commemorative stamp 
marking the 50th anniversary  of the N ational Archives and Records Service 
was issued  a t  the Archives on A pril 16. The handsome stamp fea tu re s
s ilh o u e tte s  of P resid en ts  Washington and Lincoln and the motto of the
(co n t’d on p. 321)
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Edinburgh on July 19-22, 1983. The three papers 
by North American speakers are: “Management 
Involvement in Library User Education: Inspira­
tion, Toleration, or Participation?” by Mary W. 
George, Sharon A. Hogan, and Anne K. Beaubien; 
“Computer-Assisted Instruction in Academic Li­
braries,” by Elizabeth Walker and Patricia Culkin; 
and “Videotex: A New Approach to Library In­
struction,” by Gerry Meek. Copies may be ordered 
for £12 from INFUSE Publications, Loughbo­
rough University of Technology L ibrary, 
Loughborough, Leicestershire LEU 3TU, United 
Kingdom. ISBN 0-946084-15-7.

9 Toward a Usable Past: Historical Records in the
Empire State (74 pages, January 1984) is the first 
comprehensive assessment of historical records 
programs in New York. It was part of the NASARA 
project mentioned above under “Documenting 
America, ” and consists of the New York State His­
torical Records Advisory Board’s report to the gov­
ernor and citizens of New York. A copy may be re­
quested from Larry J. Hackman, State Archivist 
and Historical Records Coordinator, New York 
State Archives, Room 10A46, Cultural Education 
Center, Albany, NY 12230. ■ ■

*********************************************************
( “W ashington H o t l in e ,” c o n t’d from p. 307)

A rch ives, "What i s  P as t i s  P ro logue".

Check lo c a l  p o st o f f ic e s  fo r  the stamp, which w i l l  
be a v a i la b le  only fo r  a m a tte r  of m onths. F i r s t  day 
covers a re  a v a i la b le  fo r  $1.50 each from th e  
P u b lic a tio n s  D iv is io n  (NEP), N a tio n a l A rch ives, 
W ashington, DC 20408. Add $2.00 fo r  hand ling  per 
o rd e r , in c lu d e  m ailing  a d d re ss , and make checks 
payable to  th e  N a tio n a l A rchives T ru s t Fund.

THE CLASSIFIED ADS
Deadlines: Orders for regular classified advertisements must 

reach the ACRL office on or before the second of the month preced­
ing publication of the issue (e.g. September 2 for the October issue). 
Late job listings will be accepted on a space-available basis after the 
second of the month.

Rates: Classified advertisements are $4.00 per line for ACRL 
members, $5.00 for others. Late job notices are $10.00 per line for 
members, $12.00 for others. Organizations submitting ads will be 
charged according to their membership status.

Telephone: All telephone orders should be confirmed by a writ­
ten order mailed to ACRL headquarters as soon as possible. Orders 
should be accompanied by a typewritten copy of the ad to be used in 
proofreading. An additional $10 will be charged for ads taken over 
the phone (except late job notices or display ads).

Guidelines: For ads which list an application deadline, that date 
must be no sooner than the last day of the month in which the notice 
appears (e.g., October 31 for the October issue). All job announce­
ments should include a salary figure. Job announcements will be 
edited to exclude discriminatory references. Applicants should be 
aware that the terms faculty rank and status vary in meaning among 
institutions.

JOBLINE: Call (312) 944-6795 for late-breaking job ads for aca­
demic and research library positions. A pre-recorded summary of 
positions listed with the service is revised weekly; each Friday a new 
tape includes all ads received by 1:00 p.m. the previous day. Each 
listing submitted will be carried on the recording for two weeks. The 
charge for each two-week listing is $30 for ACRL members and $35 
for non-members.

Fast Job Listing Service: A special newsletter for those actively 
seeking positions. This service lists job postings received at ACRL 
headquarters four weeks before they appear in CR&L News, as well 
as ads which, because of narrow deadlines, will not appear in CR&L 
News. The cost of a six-month subscription is $10 for ACRL mem­
bers and $15 for non-members.

Contact: Classified Advertising Dep’t, ACRL, American Library 
Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611; (312) 944-6780.

FOR SALE

BEST $3.50 REFERENCE ever published. The Guide to 75,000 Pe­
riodicals: How and Where to Sell your Writing, Art, Photographs, Car­
toons & Poetry. Only $3.50, JC/DC, P.O. Box 13550, Salem, OR 
97309. Paperback. Available via this ad only.

DIRECTORY OF ISLAMIC LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS, sec 
ond edition. 1983. Compiled by Mohammed A.S. Khan, Lecturer, 
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 138 pages. Soft 
cover. Available in the U.S., Canada, and Latin America for $10, 
(postage extra). Contact Islamic Library Association, 6304 Cory St., 
Simi Valley, CA 93063.

POSITIONS OPEN

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES. A
staff position responsible for personnel administration, budget con­
trol, public relations, University Library Friends activities, and other 
special projects and assignments. Accredited MLS and 2-3 years of 
academic library administrative experience, including personnel 
and budget responsibilities, required. Must have superior planning, 
analytic, writing, and communications skills. Background in supervi­
sion, business systems, and/or building space planning preferred. 
Starting date 8/1/84. Salary: $20,000 minimum. Faculty status, ten­
ure track, TIAA/CREF. Send application, resume, and three refer­
ences to: Roberts. Runyon, Library Director, University of Nebraska 
at Omaha, Omaha, NE 68182. Closing date July 7,1984. Interviews 
available at ALA Convention in Dallas. The University of Nebraska is 
an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR PUBLIC SERVICES. Division head 
position with management responsibility for public services, includ­
ing: circulation, reference, ILL, and user education. Division includes 
13.5 full-time staff, including 3.5 professionals. Library serves 
schools of Medicine and Nursing and several hospitals. Require­




