Encyclopedia Astronautica Access:
http://solar.rtd.utk.edu:81/~mwade/
spaceflt.htm.

The Mir Space Station is a widely recognized

outerspace collaboration between American and

Russian space scientists. In cyberspace, the En-

cyclopedia Astronautica W eb site has also gained

recognition— including recom mendation from
the Encyclopedia Britannica— as a well-organized
source ofawealth of information about Ameri-
can and Russian space exploration.
Encyclopedia Astronautica is authored by

Mark W ade, a space hobbyist,and sponsored by

Friends and Partners, one of the first Internet

services developed jointly by citizens of the

United States and Russia. The au-

thor has made excellent use of

frames and an extensive variety of
indexes to present detailed space
mission information. These in-
clude achronology ofspace flight

searchable by individual year and

year quarter, alphabetic indexes to
space programs, detailed space-
craft: information (including mission purposes),
astronautbiographies (including photos and mis-
sion information), manned flights, rocket
launches, stages, and engines. A fuels index pre-
sents the stage index information alphabetically
within propellant type. A launch site index al-
lows users to search by site name. One can also
search spacecraftalphabetically by objective and
launch vehicles by family name. Another index
isagateway to many enlargeable graphics, many
incolor. Allindexes offer users the opportunity
to search by the first letter or digit of the desired
record, and atthe top ofevery record page a stan-
dardized top menu ofoptions for traveling the
site isprovided.

Visitors will also find a “W hat’s New ” sec-
tion notingnew orupdated pages, aswellasother
special features. At this writing, the latter in-
cluded a link to astronaut statistics, women of
space, and Sovietcombatspacecraft,among oth-
ers. A “Top Twenty”section lists selected popu-

lar links to a variety of topics. An alphabetical
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listing of references by author and an acknow I-
edgments section provide some authority infor-
mation. Encyclopedia Astronautics currently
boasts 5,596 articles, i.e., the individual entries
located via the indexes, and also provides a main
index link to longer, overview articles.

Truly encyclopedic, thisis a colorful and eas-
ily navigated site, rich with information. W hile
some content mightbe useful to middle-school
children, this site is really most appropriate for
the more sophisticated visitor, from the high
school student to the advanced researcher. Addi-
tional information about the Web site’s author
would be a useful addition to the FAQ section
provided on the homepage.—Judith A.M atthews,
Physics-Astronom y librarian, M ichigan State Uni-
versity, e-m ail: M atthe20@ pilot.m su.edu

Diversity Rx (Web site)
http://www .DiversityRx.org/.

A ccess:

To getahandle on Diversity Rx, keep in mind
language, culture, and healthcare. Diversity Rx
isaclearinghouse of infor-

d"vm, mation on how to meet
the linguistic and cultural

needs ofminorities, immi-

grants, and refugees seeking healthcare. Itisthus
a prescription (“Rx”) for diverse populations.
Again and again, the site editors, who are inter-
preters, advocates, researchers, and consultants
inthe field ofmulticultural health, stress language
and culture as they relate to healthcare delivery.
In regard to language, the siteisa gold mine

of information on the emerging profession of
medical interpretation. The glossary does every-
thing right, as when itdistinguishes between in-
terpretation (which is always oral) and transla-
tion (which is always written) or when itintro-
duces us to interesting terms such as “encoun-
ter,”defined asacommunication event, which
may occur in a healthcare setting, in which the
servicesofan interpreterare required. The Bilin-
gual Interpreter Services section givesan example
ofa model medical interpretation service in its
profile ofthe Community Health Services Pro-
gram of Seattle, Washington. Interpreter Prac-
tices goes beyond directory information to give
the codes ofethics of major medical interpreta-

tion societies, such asthe American Medical In-
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terpreters Translators Association and the Mas-
sachusetts Medical Interpreters Association. But
the best section ofall isthe overview, written by
Sherry Riddick, which makes excellentsugges-
tions, such as how hiring bilingual staff is the
mostefficientapproach to dealing with language
barriers, how self-assessmentoffluency isinad-
equate, and how strategies to break down lan-
guage barriers mightinclude retraining foreign-
ers, bringing in traditional healers such as
medicinemen and herbalists, and encouraging stu-
dents of the health professions to study a foreign
language. Riddick’s Overview (ofthe Models and
Practices section) isthe highlight o fthe site.

Librarians will find Diversity Rx closer in
usefulness toa monograph than areference work.
Like a print monograph, the site is rich in infor-
mation; but itdoes not lend itself easily to an-
swering reference questions, since (asofDecem -
ber 1998) thereisno FAQ and no engine to search
the site by keyword. A suggestion for the future
might be the addition of a glossary of culture-
bound syndromes (patterns of nonnormative
behavior whose unique symptoms and progres-
sion tend to be specific to a particulargeographic,
ethnic, or cultural group).

Until then, information relevant to
transcultural medicine and nursing may be found
using the Hot Links to other sites, specifically
EthnoMed (http://www .hslib.washington.edu/
clinical/ethnomed/index.html) at the University
of Washington and the Transcultural and
M ulticultural Health Links page (http://
www.lib.iun.indiana.edu/trannurs.htm) at Indi-
ana University.— PenelopePapangelis, H ealth Sci-
ences librarian, W estern Kentucky University, e-

m ail: Penny.Papangelis@w ku.edu

The Copyright Website. Access: http://
www.benedict.com.

W ith histongue planted in his virtual cheek, the
authorofThe Copyright Website describes his
award-winning W eb resource as an endeavor “to
provide real world, practical and relevantcopy-
right information of interest to infonauts,
netsurfers, webspinners, content providers, mu-
sicians, appropriationists, activists, infringers, out-
laws, and law abiding citizens.”

Launched in 1995 by copyright and trade-
mark attorney Benedict O 'Mahoney, The Copy-
right W ebsite was created to “encourage discourse
and invite solutions”on issues related to copy-
right law in the digital environment. The site

employsaunique presentation style to invigo-

rate and illuminate this discussion. Utilizing an
effective blend oftext, graphics, and multimedia

elements, the site succeeds in engaging users re-

THE COPYRIGHT WEBSITE

gardless of their level of expertise or familiarity
with copyrightlaw. The contentisorganized into
six main categories: a discussion ofthe fundamen-
talsof copyrightlaw, the application of fair use
and public domain, the distribution of copy-
righted materials across the Internet, an exami-
nation ofnotable copyrightinfringements, copy-
right in the news, and an online copyrightdis-
cussion area. Other issues of importance to li-
brarians and educators are addressed within these
major categories. These topics include the pro-
tection of contentand design of W eb pages, soft-
wareownership issues, implied and actual license,
and copyright as applied to electronic
newsgroups and mail lists. The site also helps visi-
tors stay informed ofcopyright legislation in the
news and provides links to a selectsetofrelated
resources for additional information.

Useful as a primeron issues ofcopyright, The
Copyright Website covers a broad range of is-
suesbutdoes notseek to offeracomprehensive
examination of any single topic. It does, how -
ever, offer a sufficient and concise narrative
coupled with an engaging audiovisual presenta-
tion. The site is particularly effective in itsuse of
graphics and audio to provide detailed analysis
and demonstration ofrecentinfringement litiga-
tion. Highly graphical, easy to navigate and pre-
sented with a sense of humor, this site would be
useful as aresource foronline presentations.

Many examples are drawn from litigation
within the news and entertainmentindustries and
will appeal to awide audience. Unfortunately,
the site isnot particularly well-suited to quick or
ready reference use. The major organizational
elements are broad and the W eb site is not in-
dexed or searchable. The online discussion
threads are searchable, butasone mightexpect,
users ofthis electronic forum pose farmore ques-
tions than they answer.

W ith a sense of humor and effective use of
the medium, The Copyright W ebsite succeeds
in providing authoritative, useful information on
copyrightlaw, particularly as itapplies to infor-
mation in digital form.— M ark A. Smith, Infor-
m ation Systemslibrarian, ScholesLibrary, NYS
Collegeo fCeramicsatA Ifred University, e-m ail:
fsmithm @ bigvax.alfred.edu =
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@jiNCE WELL BEFORE BROADWAY
AND OLD POSSUMS BOOK WEVE
KNOWN HOW IMPORTANT IT IS
TO WORK BEHIND THE SCENES

IN LIBRARIES.

We've been supporting libraries for more than 170 years.
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Visit us at Booth #231 at The ACRL Conference in Detroit!
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