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N e w s  f r o m  t h e  F i e l d Stephanie Orphan

“Guidelines Regarding Thefts in 
Libraries” m akes literary debut
ACRL’s “Guidelines Regarding Thefts in Libraries” 
is referenced in The Maltese M anuscript(Poisoned  
Pen, 2003), a m urder mystery written by Fordham 
University English professor Joanne  D obson. At 
the heart o f the story is the theft o f a num ber o f rare 
books from a university’s library. This puts the ad­
ministration in a quandary, as they know they should 
adhere  to ACRL’s guidelines, w hich  “m andate  
prompt and frill disclosure of stolen rare books and 
manuscripts,” but want to “buy a little time” as they 
work on  getting an  alumnus to donate a  collection 
(p. 54). The plot thickens.

An updated  version of “Guidelines Regarding 
Thefts in Libraries” w as a p p ro v ed  by  the  ACRL 
Board at the Midwinter Meeting an d  will b e  p u b ­
lished in an  upcom ing  issue o f  C&RL News.

CLIR surveys audio collections
T he C ouncil o n  Library a n d  In fo rm atio n  Re­
sources (CLIR) has u n d ertak en  a survey o f the 
state o f audio recordings in academic libraries. The 
goal o f the survey is to inform decision makers in 
libraries and funding agencies about the significant 
barriers to access to the collections. Survey findings 
will be  the basis o f a  report that will discuss these 
barriers. T he report will help position institutions 
with important audio holdings to find support for 
them. The Communications Office, Inc. o f Alexan­
dria, Virginia, w as selected by CLIR to design and 
conduct the survey.

WilsonWeb expands art and social 
sciences databases
W ilsonW eb’s Art Full Text a n d  Social Sciences 
Full Text databases are being enhanced  with in­
creased journal cover­
age, n ew  treatm ent o f 
key spec ia lties , a n d  
b ro ad er in ternational 
scope. Fifty-one new  
periodicals have b een  
a d d e d  to  ART Full 
T ext (beg inn ing  w ith  
January  2003 issues), 
bringing new  coverage 
of crafts, costumes and

textiles, non-w estem  art, contem porary art, and  
fem inist criticism. Social Science Full Text is 
add ing  32 journals (beginning w ith Ju n e  2003 
issues), which will m ore than double its coverage 
o f m ass m edia an d  com m unications titles.

Webcasts of ACRL National 
Conference program s available
If you w eren’t able to attend the ACRL National 
C onference in Charlotte last m onth , o r  if you 
attended and found yourself in the “so m any pro­
grams, so little tim e” predicam ent, ACRL is of­
fering another chance to  experience select con­
ference programs. The e-Leaming Webcasts series 
has expanded to include W ebcasts o f six Na­
tional Conference programs. Webcasts featuring 
streaming audio o f speakers’ presentations, syn­
chronized with PowerPoint slides, and links to 
supplem ental information have been  created for 
the following:

•  Socializing  In fo rm ation : R esearch  Li­
b ra ries from  Print to  Packets (o p e n in g  k ey ­
n o te  sess io n  w ith  Paul D u g u id )

•  Scholarly C om m unication: Taking Stock, 
C harting  N ext S teps

•  Connecting the Dots: Using the Assessment 
Cycle to  Foster Student Success

•  Inform ation Literacy for Educators
•  W h ere  D o  We G o  F rom  H ere? Usability 

Testing and  Library Service Assessment
•  B ooks a n d  Budgets: A G uide to  Survival 

(closing keynote session with Belle W heelan)
Individual and institutional rates are available; 

red u ced  pricing  is offered  for ACRL m em bers, 
ALA m em b ers , a n d  stu d e n ts . Visit h t tp : / /  
acrl.telusys.net/webcast/ for complete information.

acrl.telusys.net/webcast/
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ACRL Environmental Scan available online to members

The process
ACRL c o n d u c ts  a n  o n g o in g  env iro n m en ta l 
scan  to  identify tren d s a n d  em erg ing  issues 
th a t m ay  affect th e  fu tu re  o f  h ig h er e d u c a ­
tion, academ ic libraries, a n d  the  association. 
T he en v ironm en ta l scan n in g  p ro cess seeks 
to  identify  tren d s a n d  ch an g es in k ey  areas 
a ffecting  ACRL a n d  its m em b ers .

T he p rocess involves accum ulating infor­
m atio n  from  a w id e  v a rie ty  o f  so u rces  an d  
in te rp re tin g  th is in fo rm atio n  re la tive  to  the  
association an d  its m em bers. W hen  the  scan­
ning process is shared  w ith the  m em bership, 
it can  b eco m e  a useful too l in assessing  the  
im p a c t o f  th e se  tre n d s  o n  all a ca d em ic  li­
braries.

M ethodology
ACRL staff began the scan process by  reviewing 
a w ide range o f publications and o ther sources 
o f information in the following areas:

•  th e  e c o n o m y ,
•  academ ic libraries,
•  h igher education, and
• professional associations.
In  a d d it io n  to  th e  w o rk  o f  staff, th e  

ACRL B o ard  e s tab lish e d  th e  F o cu s o n  th e  
Future Task Force to “help the association m eet

Assoc. Colleges of the South creates 
online journal
T h e  A sso c ia te d  C o lleg es  o f  th e  S o u th  h a s  
lau n ch ed  an  on line  journal, Transform ations, 
w h o se  m ission  is to  serve as a fo ru m  fo r fac­
ulty , s tu d e n ts ,  a n d  lib ra ry  a n d  in fo rm a tio n  
te c h n o lo g y  s ta ff  to  “e x p lo re  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  
digital inform ation fluency and  its significance 
for th e  e d u c a te d  c itizen  o f  th e  21st c e n tu ry .” 
Transformations seeks to engage these groups to 
develop creative a n d  effective practices related  
to liberal arts edu ca tio n  in the  digital age. T he 
jo u rn a l d e b u te d  in  M arch 2003 an d  includes 
discussion b o ard s for read e r feedback  an d  in ­
teraction. Transform ations is available online at 
http://w ww.colleges.org/transfoim ations.

LexisNexis provides free  
inform ation on w ar in Iraq
LexisNexis is packag ing  re levan t con ten t from  
its archive o f new , legal, legislative, and  b u si­
n ess in fo rm a tio n  to  assis t p e o p le  in d ealin g

the challenge o f keeping our focus on  the big 
questions—those questions which have the po­
tential to help  academic librarians shape and  
change their services to further im prove learn­
ing and research.” O ver the past 18 m onths, 
the task force has collected data concerning 
the most important issues facing academ ic li­
braries.

L ibrarians a t o p e n  fo rum s, b o th  o n lin e  
an d  face-to-face, hav e  articulated  th e  issues 
th ey  be lieve  a re  m ost p ressin g — th e  issues 
w ith  w h ic h  th e y  m u s t d e a l e ffec tiv e ly  to  
re ta in  th e  im p o r ta n t  ro le  o f  a c a d e m ic  li­
braries in th e  academ y. Som e 300 librarians 
h av e  b e e n  invo lved  in g enera ting  ideas for 
th is  ta sk  fo rce . T h e se  id e a s  h a v e  a lso  in ­
fo rm ed  th e  ACRL en v iro n m en ta l scan .

Prior to beginning its research, staff iden­
tified a n u m b er o f  key  a reas that im pact the  
environm ent o f  the  association an d  its m em ­
bers , a n d  th e  in fo rm a tio n  th a t w as su b se ­
qu en tly  acq u ired  w as o rg an ized  in to  th ese  
areas. The principal categories are:

•  Economic Overview
• Societal Overview
• Academ ic Library Issues
• Higher Education Trends
•  Professional Association Trends

w ith  th e  ongoing  effects o f  the w ar in Iraq. The 
general public can k eep  abreast o f new s an d  d e ­
ve lo p m en ts  b y  visiting w w w .lex isn ex is .co m / 
iraq  for the  m ost recen t articles o n  w ar-rela ted  
to p ic s . F ree  re g is tra tio n  fo r a te m p o ra ry  
L exisN exis ID is av a ilab le  fo r th o se  w h o  re ­
q u ire  m ore in -d ep th  inform ation . This ID will 
provide full access to all o f  the com pany’s new s 
sources. C urren t LexisN exis n ew s cu sto m ers 
c an  access a n e w  W ar in Iraq  H o t File a t no  
additional charge.

H arvard ’s Baker Lib rary  prepares  
fo r renovation
T h e  B aker L ibrary b u ild in g  a t H arv ard  B usi­
ness School (HBS) will undergo a com plete reno­
v a tio n  b eg in n in g  su m m er 2003. T h e  re n o v a ­
tio n  w ill re su lt in  a re d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  
b u ild in g  as th e  B ak er L ibrary/A cadem ic C en­
ter, w h ich  will be  h o m e  to  th e  library  a n d  of­
fice sp a c e  for facu lty  a n d  th e ir  a ssistan ts , re ­
search  associates, a n d  o th e r staff w h o  su p p o rt

http://www.colleges.org/transfoimations
http://www.lexisnexis.com/
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Within each o f these categories there are a 
num ber o f subtopics. T he implications o f the 
data gathered  for bo th  the profession and the 
association are stated in each section.

Sum m ary of im plications
Not surprisingly, the  overriding characteristic 
o f  the p resen t env ironm ent w as found  to be 
change. Change occurs in ail eras, but the striking 
nature o f the  current changes is that they  are 
causing, o r have the potential to cause, m ajor 
paradigm shifts in all of the areas studied. In many 
cases, assumptions and methods of operation that 
have not changed for many years are now  becom­
ing less effective and new  approaches will be nec­
essary to ensure continued viability. This applies 
across all areas studied including the association, 
academic libraries, and higher education.

O n the econom ic scene, the end of 18 years 
o f economic growth and a bull market are caus­
ing m ajor upheavals, an d  these shifts will af­
fect m any areas such as business, Rinding, jobs, 
and support for the association. Academ ic li­
braries are affected by  the  enorm ous impacts 
o f shifting demographics caused by the graying 
Boomers and  the electronic revolution, w hich 
is calling in to  qu estio n  m ethods o f inform a­
tion delivery that have rem ained little changed

re s e a rc h , te a c h in g ,  a n d  c u r r ic u lu m  d e ­
v e lo p m e n t.  T h e  g o a ls  o f  th e  r e n o v a t io n  
a re  to  s t r e n g th e n  th e  in te l le c tu a l  c o m ­
m u n ity  at HBS; to  c re a te  a p la c e  w h e re  
fa c u lty , s tu d e n ts ,  a lu m n i,  a n d  o u ts id e  
scho lars can  co m e to g e th e r to  b u ild  k n o w l­
ed g e; a n d  to  s tim u la te  in te ra c tio n  a n d  c o l­
la b o ra tio n  b y  in c re a s in g  a cc ess  to  e a c h  
o th e r  a n d  to  so u rc e s  o f  in fo rm a tio n . T he 
facility is e x p e c te d  to  o p e n  fo r th e  fall 2003 
sem es te r.

Univ. of P ittsburgh launches 
eprint archive
T he U niversity  Library System  o f  U niversity  
o f  P ittsbu rgh  has lau n c h ed  its se c o n d  O p e n  
A rchives In itiative co m p lian t e p rin t service, 
A rchive o f E u ro p ea n  In teg ra tio n  (AEI). AEI 
will h o ld  n oncom m erc ia l, n o n g o v e rn m en ta l 
fu ll-tex t p u b lic a tio n s , su c h  as sh o rt m o n o ­
graphs, w orking or policy papers, and  confer­
ence p apers dealing w ith som e aspect o f  Euro-

for several hundred years. These changes will 
have implications for academ ic libraries, from 
b u d g e ts  to  in fo rm ation  de livery  m ethods. 
Higher education also is being forced to reex­
amine assumptions and methodologies that have 
b een  in p lace for m any years, as it also copes 
w ith  the  im pacts o f  an  e lectronic w o rld  and  
shifting demographics.

Finally, professional associations m ust be 
ready to adapt their missions to m eet the new  
challen g es b ro u g h t ab o u t by  th e  effects o f  
change on  their members. Business plans must 
also be  revam ped to m eet new  realities caused 
by the either declining memberships, lean eco­
nom ic times, delivery o f services, o r m em bers’ 
changing needs.

Access the Environm ental Scan
ACRL m em bers m ay access ACRL’s 2002 Envi­
ronmental Scan online by visiting the ACRL W eb 
site (go to http://www.acrl.org, click on  “Publi­
cations,” th en  “W hite Papers & Reports”). To 
view  this content you will need  to  log on using 
your membership login and password. If you need 
help getting your login and password, visit ALA’s 
online custom er service cen ter at h ttp s ://  
cs.ala.org/ScriptContent/Index.cfm .— Shannon  
Cary, ACRLprogram officer, scary@ala.org

p e an  integration. T he archive is hosted  by the 
library system  a n d  c o sp o n so re d  by  the  E uro­
p e an  U nion Studies A ssociation an d  th e  C en­
te r  fo r W est E u ro p e a n  S tu d ie s /E u ro p e a n  
U nion  C en te r a t Pitt. It is a lso  in  p a rtn e rsh ip  
w ith  th e  E u ro p ean  In teg ra tio n  o n lin e  Papers 
in V ienna, Austria. Pitt’s first ep rin t archive is 
PhilSci Archive, w hich  beg an  in 2001. The un i­
versity  in te n d s  to  lau n c h  an  in stitu tio n a l re ­
pository  during  sum m er 2003.

Sirsi selected by Bibliocentre
B iblioœ ntre, a consortium  o f Ontario, Canada, 
co m m unity  colleges, has se lec ted  Sirsi’s U ni­
co rn  Library M anagem ent System  to  b ring  its 
m y riad  re so u rce s  to  its u se rs. B ib lio c en tre ’s 
p rim e m an d a te  is to  su p p o rt college learn ing  
a n d  reso u rce  cen ters as a  u n iq u e  cost-saving 
en te rp rise  th ro u g h  co nso rtium  pu rch asin g  of 
library materials, centralized cataloging and pro­
cessing, an d  supporting  a p rov ince-w ide in te ­
grated  library system.

http://www.acrl.org
mailto:scaiy@ala.oig
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Burke L ib rary  to  jo in  Colum bia
T h e  B urke Library a t th e  U nion  T heological 
Sem inary w ill b e co m e  p a rt o f  th e  C olum bia 
U niversity  Libraries in  Ju ly  2004. U n d e r th e  
ag reem en t sig n ed  in M arch b e tw ee n  C olum bia 
U niversity a n d  U nion  T heolog ical Sem inary, 
U n ion’s library will re ta in  th e  n am e  B urke Li­
b ra ry  as w ell as its basic theo log ical character. 
B urke’s collections, services, a n d  techno logy  
program s will b e  fully in tegrated  in to  th e  Co­
lum bia  Libraries. As part o f  th e  C olum bia Li­
braries, B urke’s collection  will co n tin u e  to  ex ­
p a n d  a n d  n e w  inform ation  services, su ch  as 
digital library, electronic publish ing, an d  on line  
ed u ca tio n  resources, w ill b e  available to  the  
sem inary’s studen ts , faculty, a n d  researchers.

The Burke Library is in the process o f complet­
ing a $2.5 million renovation of its facility. Through 
funds from an Andrew W. Mellon Foundation grant, 
the  library is converting its catalog records to elec­
tronic format. The collection o f m ore than  700,000 
items will becom e the  property o f Columbia Uni­
versity and  the records o f the  Burke Library will 
b e  converted into Columbia’s online catalog. The 
library bu ild ing  itself w ill rem ain  th e  p ro p erty  
and responsibility o f  the  seminary.

Music literature abstracts available  
through IDS
RILM A bstracts o f  M usic L iteratu re, p u b lish e d  
by  R ép erto ire  In te rn a tio n a l d e  L ittérature M u­
sicale  (RILM), is n o w  availab le  v ia th e  In te rn e t 
D atabase  Service from  C am bridge Scientific Ab­
stracts. T h e  d a ta b ase  co v ers  all a reas o f  m usic  
resea rch , in c lud ing  in terd isc ip linary  s tud ies o f 
m usic  in  its re la tio n  to  v a rio u s o th e r  fields. All 
ty p es  o f  m ed ia  a re  a b s trac te d  a n d  in d e x e d  in 
RILM fro m  b o o k s  to  p e rio d ica ls  to  e le c tro n ic  
m edia.

Dynix and YBP Library Services enter 
partnership
Dynix has entered a product developm ent and tech­
nology-sharing partnership w ith YBP Library Ser­
vices that will stream line the  acquisition p rocess 
for joint custom ers using the H orizon Inform ation 
M anagem ent System. U nder the partnership, YBP 
cu sto m ers u s in g  H o rizo n  w ill b e  ab le  to  p lace  
EDIFACT o rd e rs  d irectly  from  th e  acquisitions 
m odule  o f their H orizon system . D ynix an d  YBP 
a re  a lso  w o rk in g  to  s tream lin e  a cq u is itio n  
workflows through the use o f local data em bedded 
in MARC records. ■

Register now for the ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute 
August 3-8, 2003, Cambridge, Massachusetts

Academic libraries exist in a  constantly chang­
ing env ironm en t w ith  m any  n ew  challenges 
a n d  m an y  available opportun ities . N ew  d e ­
m an d s o n  academ ic  libraries call fo r fu n d a ­
m ental shifts in leadersh ip  know -how . In  re­
s p o n s e  to  th e s e  c h a l le n g e s ,  ACRL is 
collaborating  w ith  th e  H arvard  Institutes for 
H igher E ducation  to  offer its p o p u la r  ACRL/ 
H arvard  Leadership Institute this sum m er.

•  Learn am ong the leaders and  trendsetters 
in  a ca d em ic  lib ra ry  ad m in istra tio n . At th e  
ACRL/Harvard program , you  will b e  am ong  
your fellow leaders in academ ic librarianshìp. 
T h e  in stitu te  is d e s ig n ed  fo r d irec to rs  o f  li­
b raries a n d  individuals in  p ositions su ch  as 
associate university librarian, assistant dean, 
vice p residen t o f  inform ation resources, un i­
versity librarian, a n d  college librarian. Atten­
dance w ould also b e  useful for individuals regu­
larly involved in decision-m aking that affects 
th e  entire  library operation  an d  that involves 
o th er im portant relationships o n  cam pus.

• Increase your capacity to lead and manage. 
Find ou t if your o rganization is well-positioned 
to  m eet current and  future challenges and  dis­
cover if your o w n  leadership is effective. Harvard 
Institutes for H igher Education faculty will give 
special attention to  issues such as leadership, 
organizational strategy, transformational learn­
ing, an d  planning.

•  M ark  y o u r  c a le n d a rs  n o w . T h e  2003 
A C R L /H arvard  L ea d e rsh ip  In s titu te  w ill b e  
h e ld  in  C am bridge, M assachusetts, A ugust 3 -  
8 , 2003.

D o n ’t miss this exciting educational o p p o r­
tunity! Registration m aterials an d  com plete  d e ­
tails about the institute are available o n  the  W eb 
at http://w w w .gse.liarvard.edu/~ppe/program s/ 
acrl/program .htm l. R egistra tion  sp o ts  w ill fill 
quickly.

D o n ’t fo rget to  register early  to  ensu re  you  
have a  space in this prestigious institute. Q u es­
tio n s  a b o u t  th is in stitu te  c an  b e  d irec te d  to  
acrl@ ala.org; (800) 545-2433, ext. 2523.

http://www.gse.liarvard.edu/~ppe/programs/
mailto:acrl@ala.org





