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Horticulture

Sources for gardeners
by Kathy Fescemyer

A s the long w inter o f  2003 is finally over and Hortiplex provides images and information to over 
50,000 taxa. O v e r 90 com m unity  foru m s he lp  

s. g a rdeners com m unica te  a b o u t m any  ty p es o f 
plants. G arden w riter Sesbania Tripeti provides 
practical advice on  creating gardens that are beau­
tiful and easy to maintain. This site is also hom e to 
th e  C alendar o f G arden  Events, T he Rosarian, 
Wild-Flowers, and  sister sites in Europe and  Aus­
tralia. Access: h ttp ://w w w .gardenw eb.com /.

•  G a r d e n in g  L a u n c h  P ad . O ne o f the larg­
est entrances for gardening inform ation o n  the 
Web, this site links to  over 4,700 gardening sites 
throughout the world. Links are divided into over 
90 categories from specific plants to garden design 
and everything in between. Jim  Pana, retired from 
the Zilker Botanical Gardens, created and m ain­
tains this site. Access: h ttp://gardeninglaunchpad. 
com /.

•  G a r d e n in g . From  the NBII: The N ation’s 
Biological Inform ation System, this site provides 
abundant links on  m any aspects o f gardening. The 
majority o f these  links lead  to  full-text articles. 
Access: h ttp://w w w .nbii.govdisciplines/botany/ 
gardening.html.

•  T h e  G a rd en  H elp er . Created, written, and 
m aintained by Bill Beaurain, the  G arden H elper 
provides gardening, landscape advice, and tips for 
all gardens. Sections include “Gardening for Be­
ginners”; “Gardening G uides” for creating differ­
en t styles o f gardening; “Plant G uides” contain­
ing profiles for growing and caring for hundreds

warm , sunny w eather abounds, it is time to 
begin growing plants, both beautiful and deliciou

Gardening is one o f the major leisure activities of 
American adults, and  each spring millions enjoy 
the beauty  o f grow ing flowers, fruits, herbs, and 
vegetables. The term horticulture is  derived from 
tw o Latin w ords— hortus, w hich  m eans garden 
plant, and  cultura, w hich m eans culture. Modern 
horticulture consists o f hom e gardening and other 
topics such as flower, fruit and  vegetable produc­
tion, p lant propagation, p lant physiology, p lant 
breeding, and  storing an d  processing fruits and  
vegetables.

H u n d red s o f W eb sites on  horticu ltu re  an d  
gardening are available w ith n ew  o n es starting 
regularly. This article focuses on  growing plants, 
and em phasizes hom e gardening, production of 
fruits, vegetables, ornamentals, and flowers. Sites 
chosen are for researchers, professional horticul­
turists, an d  the gardening public; are lim ited to  
North Am erican horticulture (with a few  ex cep ­
tions); and must b e  freely accessible. Due to space 
limits, sites related to o n e  type o f p lant (such  as 
roses o r daffodils) are no t included, bu t can  be 
located through the entrance sites.

Entrances
•  G ard en W eb . Published by the Virtual Mir­

ror, Inc., GardenW eb is o ne  of the m ost com pre­
h ensive  horticu ltu ral sites o n  th e  W eb. T he
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of different annual o r perennial plants, as well as 
delicious fruits an d  vegetables; “Plants for Spe­
cific N eeds”; “H ouse Plants” for indoor garden­
ing; an d  the  “G arden ing  C alendar,” w hich  is a 
m on th ly  sch ed u le  o f ga rd en in g  tasks. Access: 
h ttp ://w w w .thegardenhelper.com /.

•  G a r d e n  G a te . This site has links to only 
content-related gardening sites selected by creator 
K aren Fletcher. Sections include the  “Reading 
Room,” the  “Teaching G arden” for reference in­
form ation, the “G arden S hop,” the “Sun Room ” 
for houseplant information, and the “Holding Bed,” 
w here  new  links reside. Access: h ttp ://g a rd en - 
gate.prairienet.org/.

•  G a r d e n in g . D eb o rah  S im pson is the  
A bout.com  guide to  this large group  of links to 
m any  aspects o f  garden ing . Access: h t tp : / /  
gardening.about.com/mbody.htm?once=true&.

Reference
•  G a r d e n  G u id e s . My favorite site for basic 

horticultural information on  vegetables, flowers, 
an d  h erbs is G arden  Guides. Entries are  short, 
readable descriptions with charm ing drawings of 
plants. Basic articles o n  gardening are also avail­
able. Access: http://w w w .gardenguides.com /.

•  N a t io n a l  G a r d e n in g . O n e  o f  th e  b es t 
sites for horticultural inform ation  o n  the  W eb, 
this site provides trem endous num bers o f articles 
on  flowers, fruits, vegetables, herbs, and  o rna­
m entals. Also available are “Regional R eports,” 
“Q  & A Library,” “Article Library,” “Pest C on­
trol Library,” “D ictionary,” and  “F ood  G arden­
ing G uide.” Access: h ttp ://w w w .garden .o rg /.

•  B o t a n y .c o m , t h e  E n c y c lo p e d ia  o f  
P la n ts . Three useful sections o n  this site are the 
com m on  nam es o f plants, bo tan ical nam es o f 
plants, a n d  th e  d ictionary  o f bo tan ical w ords. 
Plant entries include the general description, vari­
ous m ethods o f cultivation, soil and tem perature 
requirements, p runing, propagation methods, and 
the different varieties and  hybrids. Access: h ttp :// 
ww w.botany.com /index.htm l.

•  B u lb .c o m . E verything ab o u t bu lbs and  
growing bulbs, from the U.S. Netherlands Flower 
Bulb Inform ation Center (NFBIC) is o n  this site. 
Bulb.com has photographs, planting information, 
spring and sum m er bulbs, and  sources o f bulbs. 
Access: h ttp ://w w w .bu lb .com /.

•  B o t a n ic a l  G lo s s a r y .  B&T W orld Seeds 
provides an  online glossary o f com m only u sed  
b o tan ical term s a n d  co m m o n  n am e  lo o k-up , 
w h ic h  lists a p p ro x im a te ly  25,000 c o m m o n  
n am es from  a n u m b er o f d ifferent languages.

Access: h ttp ://w w w .b-and-t-w orld-seeds.com / 
botgloss.htm.

•  T h e  S p ir it  o f  G a r d e n in g . C om piled  by 
Michael P. Garofalo, this site provides poems, quo­
tations, an d  a  tim eline o f the  history o f garden­
ing. T he tim eline starts from  ancient tim es and 
g o es  to  th e  p re sen t. Access: h ttp :/ /w w w . 
gardendigest.com/.

•  N e o f lo r a .  C reated  by  N eoinform atics, 
NeoFlora m arkets its database  as “The W orld’s 
Largest Plant Database” and contains over 38,000 
entries. Access: h ttp ://w w w .neoflo ra .com /.

•  P la n ts  F o r  A  F u tu re . C reated in England 
for rare and unusual plants, the Species Database 
contains over 7,000 species with details on  edible, 
medicinal, and  o ther uses together with informa­
tion about their cultivation and habitats. Access: 
h ttp://w w w .com p.leeds.ac.uk/pfaf/index.h tm l.

•  P e r r y ’s  P e r e n n ia l  P a g e s . From  Leonard 
Perry at th e  University o f  Verm ont, this source 
provides links and articles about herbaceous p e ­
rennials. Inform ation for b o th  th e professional, 
researcher, an d  the hom e gardener is available. 
Challenging quizzes, an  A -2  database, an d  lots 
m ore are o n  this site o f one  of the m ost popular 
form s o f gardening. Access: h ttp ://w w w .u v m . 
edu /~ pass/perry /.

Government
•  C e n s u s  o f  H o r t ic u ltu r a l  S p e c ia lt ie s .

The census o f horticultural specialties provides de­
tailed statistics o n  the  size an d  structure o f the 
horticulture industry for planning, policymaking, 
research, and  m arket analysis. T he 1998 version 
includes producers o f floriculture, nursery, and other 
specialty crops, such as sod, mushrooms, food crops 
produced under glass, transplants for commercial 
production, and seeds. Access fo r 1998: http://www. 
nass.usda .g o v /cen su s/cen su s9 7 /h o rticu ltu re / 
horticu ltu re .h tm  an d  h ttp ://w w w .n ass .u sd a . 
gov/census/census92/ag0400.htm.

•  N a t io n a l  A g r ic u ltu r a l S ta t is t ic s  S e r ­
v ic e  (U SD A ). Current and historical statistics with 
tables on  fruit and vegetable production and prices 
are easily accessible at this site. Access: h ttp :/ /  
w w w .usda.gov/nass/.

•  U S D A  E c o n o m ic s  a n d  S ta t is t ic s  S e r ­
v ic e .  H osted  by  th e  A lbert R. M ann Library  at 
Cornell University, the system organizes over 300 
econom ic reports on  agriculture. Horticultural in­
formation is located under “Specialty Agriculture.” 
Access: h ttp://usda.m annlib.com ell.edu/usda/.

•  AGRICOLA. All m ajor horticultural publi­
cations a n d  related agricultural m aterials are in­
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d ex ed  in AGRICOLA, w h ich  is p ro d u ced  b y  the  
USDA’s National Agricultural Library. T he search 
engine is aw kw ard  an d  cum bersom e to  use, bu t 
the  citations an d  abstracts are freely available to 
researchers w orldw ide. Access: h ttp ://w w w .n al. 
u sda.gov/ag98/.

•  P a te n t  a n d  T r a d e m a r k  O ffic e . Plant pat­
ents may be granted to anyone w h o  has invented 
or discovered an d  asexually rep roduced  any dis­
tin c t a n d  n e w  v a r ie ty  o f  p la n t. O v e r  10,000 
patents have been  issued for plants and  the major­
ity o f  th ese  p a ten ts  are  fo r h o rticu ltu ra l sp ec i­
mens. To limit the search to p lant patents, use six 
as the application type. Access: h ttp ://w w w .uspto . 
gov/.

•  PLANTS D a ta b a se . Standardized inform a­
tion about the  vascular plants, m osses, liverworts, 
hornworts, and  lichens native to the  U nited States 
and  its territories is supplied  by  the USDA’s Natu­
ral R esource  C on serv a tio n  Service. E ntries in ­
clude nam es, p lant sym bols, checklists, distribu­
tional data, species abstracts, characteristics, im­
ages, p lan t links, a n d  references. Access: h ttp :/ /  
p lan ts.usda.gov/.

•  C u r r e n t  R e s e a r c h  I n f o r m a t io n  S y s ­
t e m  (C R IS). CRIS w as d e v e lo p ed  b y  th e  USDA 
to describe and  report on  research projects in agri­
culture an d  forestry, w hich  includes horticultural 
research . O v e r 30,000 d esc rip tio n s o f  curren t, 
publicly supported  research projects o f  the USDA 
agencies, th e  State Agricultural E xperim ent Sta­
tions, the  state land-grant colleges a n d  universi­
ties, and  USDA grant recipients are in the  system. 
Access: h ttp  ://cris.csrees.u sda .gov /.

•  N a t io n a l  P la n t  G e r m p la s m  S y s t e m  
(N P G S ) a n d  G e r m p la s m  R e s o u r c e s  I n f o r ­
m a t io n  N e tw o r k  (G R IN ). NPGS is a  c o o p era ­
tive effort by  public  an d  private organizations to 
p reserve the  genetic  diversity o f plants. T he e n ­
tries in  GRIN d a ta b ase  d o c u m e n t in fo rm atio n  
o n  the germ plasm  o f m any econom ically im por­
tan t p lants. M ore th an  450,000 accessions (d is­
tinct varieties o f  p lan ts) are in GRIN an d  re p re ­
sen t m ore  th an  10,000 species o f plants. Access: 
h ttp ://w w w .ars-g rin .g o v /n p g s/.

Regional horticultural sites
•  U n iv e r s i t i e s ,  C o o p e r a t iv e  E x t e n s io n  

S e r v ic e  a n d  B o t a n ic a l  G a r d e n s .  G ro w in g  
plants is dependen t o n  m any geographically spe­
cific elem ents, such as habitat and  w eather. G et­
ting the infomtation for your geographic region is 
the pu rp o se  o f this section. For the  best informa­
tion specifically for your grow ing region, be  sure

to  consult y o u r state Cooperative Extension Ser­
v ice  site  a t h t tp : / /w w w .re e u sd a .g o v /1 7 0 0 /  
sta tep artn e rs/u sa .h tm . E xam ples o f a few  o u t­
standing regional horticultural sites from  various 
regions in  the country are selected.

West
•  A g g ie  H o r t ic u ltu r e . Aggie H orticulture is 

from  th e  T exas H orticu ltu re  P rogram  a t Texas 
A&M U niversity  a n d  is full o f  in fo rm atio n  fo r 
th e  S ou thw estern  horticulturist. E specially  n o ­
table are the  “Sections o n  W ildflowers,” “Just for 
Kids,” and  “G ardening.” A very d e ep  site, full o f 
c o n ten t o n  g ro w in g  m an y  ty p es o f  fruits, v eg ­
etables, herbs, flowers, and  ornam entals. Access: 
h ttp :// aggie-horticulture.tam u .edu /.

•  L a n d s c a p e  P la n ts :  I m a g e s ,  I d e n t i f ic a ­
t io n ,  a n d  I n f o r m a t io n . P ro d u ced  b y  O reg o n  
State University, im ages and inform ation o n  over 
800 landscape  p lan ts (m ostly  w oo d y ) a re  listed 
here  in  alphabetical o rder by  genus, from  Abelia 
to  Zelkova. Each en try  has m ultip le p ic tu res o f 
the entire plant, leaves, an d  flowers and  informa­
tion  abou t the  plant. Access: h ttp ://o reg o n sta te . 
ed u /d ep t/ld p lan ts/.

South
•  H o r tic u ltu r e  I n fo r m a t io n  L e a fle ts . This 

site from  N orth  C arolina State University C oop­
erative Extension Service is no t fancy, bu t m ain­
tains links to  m any full-text leaflets purely o n  hor­
ticulture. Unfortunately, there is no  search engine 
specifically for these leaflets. Access.- h ttp://w w w . 
ces.ncsu .edu /h il/.

Midwest
•  W eb G ard en . Know n by m any names, such 

as PlantFacts o r Horticulture an d  Science in Vir­
tual Perspective, W ebGarden from Ohio State Uni­
versity has extensive  d a tabases o f  horticultural 
infomtation. The “Plant Dictionary” provides p h o ­
tos and  basics o n  o rnam ental plants, turf, pests, 
a n d  fruits a n d  vegetab les . In  “P lan tF acts,” th e  
W eb Search accesses over 60,000 pages o f C oop­
erative E xtension fact sheets a n d  bulletins from  
46 different universities an d  governm ent institu­
tions across th e  U n ited  States a n d  C anada. 
“PocketG ardener” lets you  load horticultural im­
ages to  your handheld . T w o o th er features are a 
“Question and Answer D atabase” and  a “Glossary 
o f  P lan t T erm s.” Access: h t tp : / /w e b g a rd e n . 
o su .ed u /.

•  NewCROP. Created by Center for N ew  Crops 
& P la n t  P ro d u c ts  a t  P u r d u e  U n iv e rs ity ,
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NewCRO P p ro v id es en tries  to  lesse r k n o w n  
p la n t sp ec ie s  o f  p o ten tia l e co n o m ic  im p o r­
tance. County- by-county statistics are provided 
for th e  U n ited  States, a n d  fu ll-text m ateria ls 
a re  av a ilab le  th ro u g h o u t th e  site. Access: 
h ttp :/ /w w w .h o rt.p u rd u e .e d u /n e w c ro p /.

•  M is s o u r i  B o t a n ic a l  G a r d e n . L ocated  
in Saint Louis, th e  M issouri B otanical G arden  
is a  delightful p lace  to  visit on  the  W eb an d  in 
person. In G ardening Help, these areas are es­
pecially helpful, Plant F inder w ith picture and 
in form ation  o n  o v er 2700 p lan ts, V egetables 
o f  th e  W orld , N u rse ry T ra c k e r , H o rtL in e  
w ith  a rtic le s  o n  o v e r  300 to p ic s , a n d  In te ­
g ra te d  P e s t  M a n a g e m e n t. A ccess:  h t t p : / /  
w w w .m o b o t. o r g / .

•  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  I l l in o i s :  H o r t ic u lt u r e  
a n d  H o m e  G a r d e n . Visually appealing , this 
site has a reas for th e  p rofessional horticu ltu r­
ist a n d  th e  h o m e  gard en er. H om e gard en ers  
will find  useful “H ort C orner,” w h ich  lists ex ­
ten s io n  W eb sites th a t cover law n care, fruits 
and vegetables, insects, and seasonal issues, and 
“H o rticu ltu re  S o lu tio n s S eries ,” w h ic h  p ro ­
v ides full-text inform ation  on  varied  topics in 
horticulture. Both hom e gardeners and  profes­
sionals will u se  th e  “H om e Yard a n d  G arden  
P est” w eek ly  n ew sle tte r  a n d  th e  “In teg ra ted  
Pest M anagem ent” section to identify horticul­
tural pests a n d  con tro l them . “I PLANT” is in ­
tended for the use o f landscape contractors, com ­
mercial nursery and greenhouse operators, and avid 
plant enthusiasts in the Midwest. Also available 
for professionals is a section on Pesticide Applica­
tor Training and  Pesticide Safety Education. A c ­
cess: h ttp ://w w w .ex tension .u iu c .e d u /h o m e / 
homelawn.html.

East
•  N e w  Y o r k  B o t a n ic a l  G a r d e n . T w o

areas o n  this site p rov ide  inform ation o n  h o r­
ticulture: “Science” prov ides searchab le  data­
b ases such  as the  Virtual H erbarium , a n d  the 
“In d e x  to  A m erican  B o tan ica l L ite ra tu re .” 
“Plant In form ation” prov ides a  g arden ing  cal­
endar, answ ers to  grow ing  p lan t an d  p lant in­
fo rm atio n  sh ee ts . Access: h ttp :/ /w w w .n y b g . 
o rg /index .h tm l.

Canadian
•  IC a n G a rd en . C anadian garden ing  is the 

focus o f this site. The articles link provides access 
to  m any full-text articles by  w ell-know n garden 
authors. Access: h ttp ://icangarden.com /.

Other
•  T r e e  C a r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  B r o c h u r e s .

From  the International Society o f Arboriculture, 
b rochures are available for caring for the  m ost 
valuable part o f  the  landscape— trees. Inform a­
tion ranging from selecting new  trees to caring for 
them  properly throughout their long lives is avail­
ab le  here. Access: h ttp ://w w w .isa-a rb o r.co m / 
consumer/consumer.html.

•  F lo w e r w e b .  This is a D utch  site that is 
in ten d ed  for the  com m ercial florist. The da ta ­
base, F low erB ase, is th e  m ost useful, p ro v id ­
ing p hotographs o f m any types o f flowers and  
their scientific nam es, a n d  com m on  nam es in 
English, Dutch, Spanish, Italian, French, Sw ed­
ish , G e rm an , a n d  D an ish . Access: h t tp : / /  
w w w . flow erw eb . n e t / .

•  O iga n icG a rd en in g .co m . The archives and 
OG Basics provide m any articles on  how  to grow 
plants without using synthetic fertilizers and pesti­
cides. Accie s: http://www.organicgardening.com/. ■

( “Diversity initiatives.. .”continued f rom page 310) 
with internship experience, introducing them  to 
the  academ ic an d  professional life o f librarians 
and librarianship.

Tire success o f any particular library residency 
program in building a diverse staff is debatable, but 
as an initiative that looks to create diversity within 
the profession, it has definite merit. It helps those 
recent graduates w ho have the academic knowl­
edge, bu t often have no t had  m uch library w ork 
experiences and are apprehensive about their prac­
tical skills, and provides them  with an opportunity 
to w ork in a  m ore controlled environment. They 
have a chance to hone their skills gradually and are 
under less pressure to perform as perm anent em ­
ployees.

Residency program s also provide new  librar­
ians with work experience that m any tenure-track 
jobs for academ ic library positions require. The 
residency program  does increase diversity, not at 
the staff level necessarily, but by allowing people 
w ith  different cultural, educational, and  w ork  
experiences to start their professional career right 
after graduate school.

Rather than seeing diversity initiatives and resi­
dency program s as com peting entities, w e  m ust 
see  them  and  prom ote  them  as integral to  each 
other. T he com bination  o f diversity initiatives 
and residency programs commits the entire cam­
pus and its surrounding com m unity to w ork  to­
w ard  a com m on goal that can  cem ent ties and 
bridge cultural differences. ■
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