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This presentation aims to provide veterinary students and new
graduates with practical insights and strategies to confidently
embark on their careers in farm animal practice. We will begin
by discussing how to make informed decisions when picking
your first practice. This decision goes beyond location or pay—
it’s about aligning your values with a practice that supports
your professional growth and offers the right balance between
clinical work and personal development. From understanding
the role of mentorship to learning how to integrate work and
life in this demanding field, we’ll touch on the pillars of a suc-
cessful startin farm animal practice.

We will also dive deep into the art of negotiation, focusing on
the latest trends in salary structures, including the differences
between fixed salaries and pro-sal (production-based com-
pensation). The importance of “extras” such as vacation time,
continuing education, benefits, signing bonuses and reloca-
tion allowances will be highlighted. In addition, we’ll explore
common concerns, such as the fears new graduates face when
entering the field and discuss long-term prospects like practice
ownership. Our session aims to empower you to make confident
career choices that not only provide financial stability but also
pave the way for a fulfilling and sustainable career in veteri-
nary medicine.
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