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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the alarming impact of climate change-induced drought on poverty levels in Southern Africa. The 

region has been grappling with persistent drought conditions, exacerbating existing socioeconomic challenges and 

pushing vulnerable populations deeper into poverty. Through a comprehensive analysis of climate data, socio-

economic indicators, and qualitative research, this study highlights the complex interplay between climate change, 

drought, and poverty. It sheds light on the cascading effects of drought, including reduced agricultural productivity, 

water scarcity, food insecurity, and increased livelihood vulnerabilities. The study underscores the urgent need for 

adaptive strategies, policy interventions, and international cooperation to address the multidimensional crisis 

unfolding in Southern Africa. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Garlic Southern Africa is facing a daunting challenge as 

climate change-induced drought intensifies, amplifying 

poverty levels in the region. The impacts of this 

environmental crisis extend far beyond ecological 

  Research Article 

 

THIRST FOR HOPE: CLIMATE CHANGE-INDUCED DROUGHT DEEPENS 

POVERTY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

Submission Date: June 11, 2023, Accepted Date:  June 16, 2023,  

Published Date: June 21, 2023  

Crossref doi: https://doi.org/10.37547/ajahi/Volume03Issue06-06 

 

 

Kachireddy Kalita 
Sdgs Professional (Research) Consultant, Plot No: 59, Anithanagar, Lb Nagar, Hyderabad, India 

 

Journal Website: 

https://theusajournals.

com/index.php/ajahi 

Copyright: Original 

content from this work 

may be used under the 

terms of the creative 

commons attributes 

4.0 licence. 

 

https://theusajournals.com
https://doi.org/10.37547/ajahi/Volume03Issue06-06
https://doi.org/10.37547/ajahi/Volume03Issue06-06


Volume 03 Issue 06-2023 24 

                 

 
 

   
  
 

American Journal Of Agriculture And Horticulture Innovations  
(ISSN – 2771-2559) 
VOLUME 03 ISSUE 06    Pages: 23-26 

SJIF IMPACT FACTOR (2021: 5. 705) (2022: 5. 705) (2023: 7. 471)  
OCLC – 1290679216   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Publisher: Oscar Publishing Services 

Servi 

concerns, manifesting in severe socio-economic 

consequences. Drought has been recurrent in 

Southern Africa, but its intensity and frequency have 

escalated due to climate change, exacerbating the 

vulnerabilities of the already impoverished population. 

This study aims to delve into the intricate dynamics 

between climate change-induced drought and the 

deepening poverty in Southern Africa. By examining 

climate data, socio-economic indicators, and 

conducting qualitative research, we seek to unravel 

the cascading effects of drought on various facets of 

life, including agriculture, water resources, food 

security, and livelihoods. Through this investigation, 

we aim to shed light on the urgent need for adaptive 

strategies, policy interventions, and international 

cooperation to tackle this multidimensional crisis. 

METHOD 

To explore the nexus between climate change-induced 

drought and poverty in Southern Africa, this study 

adopts a mixed-methods approach. First, extensive 

climate data analysis is conducted, utilizing historical 

records, satellite imagery, and climate models to 

examine the trends and patterns of drought in the 

region. This analysis allows for a comprehensive 

understanding of the changing climate dynamics and 

the role of climate change in exacerbating drought 

occurrences. 

Additionally, socio-economic indicators such as 

poverty rates, income levels, and access to basic 

services are analyzed to assess the existing poverty 

landscape in Southern Africa. This quantitative analysis 

helps identify the vulnerable populations most 

affected by drought-induced poverty. 

Furthermore, qualitative research methods, including 

interviews, focus group discussions, and case studies, 

are employed to capture the lived experiences and 

perspectives of individuals and communities directly 

impacted by drought and its associated poverty. These 

qualitative insights provide a nuanced understanding 

of the socio-economic and psychological 

consequences of climate change-induced drought, 

uncovering the intricate linkages between drought, 

poverty, and various dimensions of human well-being. 

By triangulating climate data, socio-economic 

indicators, and qualitative research findings, this study 

aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of the 

complex relationship between climate change-induced 

drought and the deepening poverty in Southern Africa. 

The insights gained from this research will contribute 

to the development of targeted interventions, policy 

recommendations, and effective adaptation strategies 

to alleviate the suffering of the affected populations 

and foster resilience in the face of climate change. 

RESULTS 

The analysis of climate data reveals a clear and 

alarming trend of increased drought occurrences in 

Southern Africa, directly linked to climate change. Over 

the past decade, the region has experienced longer 

and more severe droughts, disrupting agricultural 

activities and water availability. This has had a 

profound impact on the livelihoods of the population, 

particularly those dependent on rain-fed agriculture 

and natural resources. 

Socio-economic indicators demonstrate a worrisome 

picture of poverty in Southern Africa, with high poverty 

rates and low-income levels prevalent in many 

countries. The analysis highlights the vulnerability of 

the already impoverished population to the impacts of 

drought. Poverty levels are further deepened as 

drought-induced crop failures lead to food shortages, 

increased prices, and reduced incomes for farmers. 

Additionally, water scarcity and limited access to clean 
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water exacerbate health issues and hinder economic 

activities. 

Qualitative research findings provide valuable insights 

into the lived experiences of individuals and 

communities grappling with the consequences of 

drought-induced poverty. The narratives emphasize 

the interconnectedness of various aspects of life, as 

individuals describe the challenges of securing food, 

income, and basic necessities amidst drought 

conditions. They express feelings of helplessness, 

stress, and a growing sense of despair as they witness 

their livelihoods crumble and their hopes for a better 

future fade. 

DISCUSSION 

The results indicate that climate change-induced 

drought is a significant driver of poverty in Southern 

Africa. Drought disrupts agricultural productivity, 

which is a critical source of income and food security 

for many in the region. The combination of reduced 

crop yields, livestock losses, and increased input costs 

pushes farmers deeper into poverty, with limited 

opportunities for alternative income sources. 

Moreover, water scarcity and inadequate water 

management exacerbate the challenges faced by 

communities, affecting not only agriculture but also 

sanitation, hygiene, and overall well-being. 

The interplay between drought and poverty creates a 

vicious cycle, as impoverished communities lack the 

resources and capacity to adapt to and mitigate the 

impacts of drought. Limited access to credit, 

technology, and social safety nets further exacerbates 

their vulnerability, making them more susceptible to 

the adverse effects of climate change. 

CONCLUSION 

This study underscores the urgent need for 

comprehensive strategies to address the complex and 

intertwined challenges of climate change-induced 

drought and deepening poverty in Southern Africa. 

Adaptive measures that enhance water management, 

promote sustainable agriculture practices, and 

strengthen resilience at both individual and community 

levels are crucial. 

Policy interventions should prioritize supporting 

vulnerable populations, ensuring access to basic 

services, and fostering economic diversification to 

reduce dependence on rain-fed agriculture. 

International cooperation and financial support are 

essential to enable Southern African countries to 

implement climate adaptation and mitigation 

measures effectively. 

Mitigating climate change itself is crucial in the long 

term. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 

promoting global efforts to limit global warming can 

help alleviate the severity and frequency of droughts, 

ultimately reducing the burden on already 

impoverished communities. 

In addressing the intertwined crises of climate change-

induced drought and poverty in Southern Africa, there 

is a glimmer of hope. By implementing targeted 

strategies, fostering collaboration, and prioritizing the 

well-being of the affected populations, we can work 

towards a future where the thirst for hope is 

quenched, and the impacts of climate change are 

mitigated, allowing Southern Africa to thrive 

sustainably. 
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