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ABSTRACT

Academic librarians beginning tenure-track positions are often expected to conduct research
studies to meet publication expectations at their institutions. However, a review of professional
literature reveals that academic librarians often do not feel comfortable with many of the steps
involved in carrying out these studies. These librarians may have had limited, if any, instruction
in research methodology during their academic programs. It can also be challenging to find the
time to pursue continuing education while balancing a myriad of other professional
responsibilities. Motivated by their own challenges navigating academic research, the presenter
became interested in examining the scope of research methodology coursework within ALA-
accredited Master’s programs. The presenter sent out a survey to the administrators of these
programs within the United States to learn more about their curriculums as well as their
familiarity with and opinions of research methodology. This poster will summarize both
librarians’ perceptions of their academic productivity experiences according to the literature as
well as the results of the administrator survey. It will also provide recommendations for how
LIS programs can support students considering pursuing careers in academic libraries.

ALISE RESEARCH TAXONOMY TOPICS

Curriculum; Education programs/schools; Research methods; Administration; Teaching faculty

AUTHOR KEYWORDS

Academic library faculty; Instructional methods; Research productivity; Tenure and promotion
expectations



Copyright 2025 by the authors. Published under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0
International License.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.21900/j.alise.2025.1970

REFERENCES

Ackerman, E., Hunter, J., & Wilkinson, Z. (2018). The availability and effectiveness of research
supports for early career academic librarians. The Journal of Academic Librarianship,
44(5), 553-568. https://doi.org/10.1016/].acalib.2018.06.001

Berg, S. A., Jacobs, H.L.M., & Cornwall, D. (2013). Academic librarians and research: A
study of Canadian library administrator perspectives. College & Research Libraries,
74(6), 560-572. https://doi.org/10.5860/crl12-366

Colon-Aguirre, M., & Bright, K. M. (2024). “So, that would have been useful”: Curriculum in
LIS in support of liaison librarian preparation. Journal of Education for Library &
Information Science, 65(4), 373-389. https://doi.org/10.3138/jelis-2023-0022

Crampsie, C., Neville, T., & Henry, D. (2020). Academic librarian publishing productivity: An
analysis of skills and behaviors leading to success. College & Research Libraries, 81(2),
248-271. https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.81.2.248

Goodsett, M., & Koziura, A. (2016). Are library science programs preparing new librarians?
Creating a sustainable and vibrant librarian community. Journal of Library
Administration, 56(6), 697—721. https://doi.org/10.1080/01930826.2015.1134246

Hoffmann, K., Berg, S. A., Brancolini, K. R., & Kennedy, M. R. (2023). Complex and varied:
Factors related to the research productivity of academic librarians in the United States.
College & Research Libraries, 84(3), 392-427. https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.84.3.392

Kennedy, M. R., & Brancolini, K. R. (2018). Academic librarian research: An update to a
survey of attitudes, involvement, and perceived capabilities. College & Research
Libraries, 79(6), 822-851. https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.79.6.822

Luo, L. (2011). Fusing research into practice: The role of research methods education. Library &
Information Science Research 33, 191-201. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lisr.2010.12.001

Matusiak, K. K., & Bright, K. (2020). Teaching research methods in master’s-level LIS
programs: The United States perspective. Journal of Education for Library &
Information Science, 61(3), 357-382. https://doi.org/10.3138/jelis.61.3.2020-0001



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.21900/j.alise.2025.1970
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2018.06.001
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl12-366
https://doi.org/10.3138/jelis-2023-0022
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.81.2.248
https://doi.org/10.1080/01930826.2015.1134246
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.84.3.392
https://doi.org/10.5860/crl.79.6.822
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lisr.2010.12.001
https://doi.org/10.3138/jelis.61.3.2020-0001

