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ABSTRACT 
At the 2023 ALISE conference I presented in the Works in Progress (WIP) poster 

session. At this session, I not only highlighted the work that I was doing through my poster, but 
brought an autoethnographic shawl describing my loss of self to the library. By pairing this 
shawl with my poster, I was cautiously creating space for artistic expression in academic 
conferences and as a way of legitimate research dissemination. I presented my shawl at the WIP 
session, because there was no clear place that I could share this piece. And while art was not a 
requirement for the WIP session, out of the 68 posters, only one incorporated art–mine. 

 
As such, I propose a visual quilt that highlights that singular presence, emphasizing the 

tension between art and academia. While art is expected to conform and fit into academic 
standards, academia rarely adapts to accommodate art.  

 
Engaging in art in academia is not just an act of creativity and expression, it is a form of 

decolonial resistance. It requires additional labor not only to justify art’s place in scholarly 
discourse, but also to find a place to share it, and to do more work for only a fraction of the 
recognition and acceptance that a paper could receive. The quilt also reflects the larger dismissal 
of art as non-scholarly and/or non-serious. The dismissal is further amplified by the medium in 
which I create - quilting, knitting, and crocheting, which are often considered crafts and not art at 
all, primarily due to their status of being often created by women (Ball, 2008), which further 
impacts how the legitimacy of the output is seen in academic spaces. 
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