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ABSTRACT

Students in library and information science programs need to develop the knowledge, skills, and
awareness necessary to create inclusive and accessible libraries for all users (American Library
Association, 2018; Jaeger et al., 2013). While there is an awareness that LIS schools need to
cover these topics, surveys of LIS schools have shown only minimal increases in the number of
ALA-accredited programs covering these topics in core or required courses (Gibson, 1977;
Walling, 2000). LIS students are interested in practical coursework designed to support patrons
and librarians with disabilities in their library spaces and services (Pionke, 2019; Pionke, 2020).
There is also an increasing awareness that DEI should be expanded to DEIA to better serve
patrons with accessibility needs (Burress et al., 2024). A more comprehensive look at the skills,
knowledge, and strategies LIS students learn while completing their degree would help identify
gaps for future course and program development.

This exploratory study examines syllabi and assignments for courses taught in the 2024-2025
academic year. Researchers interviewed faculty and adjuncts to help provide context for how
accessibility was approached and examined what pedagogical tools, techniques, and mindsets
were utilized. These results will inform the development of a scope and sequence to assess the
LIS curriculum itself in hopes that an overarching set of structures can guide how well LIS
students are prepared to meet accessibility and inclusion challenges in their professional careers.

Research questions
How are future librarians trained to achieve a mindset of inclusivity in the library and
information sciences?

What types of pedagogical tools and techniques are used to teach accessibility and inclusion?

What skills and techniques are students being taught to help them measure the current
accessibility in their future libraries and plan for more inclusive spaces?



Methodology
Participants will be asked to share the most recent copies of their class syllabi (2024-2025

academic year) as well as assignments or discussion board prompts that relate to the topic of
accessibility in libraries. Once this data has been collected from participants, they will be asked
to schedule a zoom-based interview.

The ALISE presentation of this work will provide preliminary data on this work-in-progress
study and the beginnings of the identified scope and sequence.
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