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ABSTRACT 

With the advent of U.S. military uses of drone surveillance technologies in the early 2000s, the 

impact of drones or Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) and respective surveillance and policing 

practices have been a minimally documented form of warfare. When U.S. federal agencies began 

using drone surveillance on American soil, it was argued to be an efficient surveillance tactic for 

America’s borders, a highly unregulated use posing mounting human rights violations to this day 

(Flynn & Mackay, 2018; Molnar, 2024). It was in 2011 that an American police force first used 

drone surveillance to arrest an American citizen (Jones & Mendieta, 2021). Since then, drones 

have been used to scan rallies, monitor neighborhoods, and respond to crime scenes. 

Unfortunately, domestic drone surveillance appears to mimic American policing, 

disproportionately affecting and scrutinizing marginalized communities, while inciting paranoia 

and fear in its wake (Davis, 2019). Beginning in the early 2010s, the legal right for the American 

government to not only watch civilians, but to include surveillance data within the profiles of the 

biometric database “Next Generation Identification” continues to exacerbate the grey area of 

information policies at the nexus of privacy, surveillance, and social justice (Braman, 2007; 

Flynn & Mackay, 2018; Suchman, 2023). 

 

Based on preliminary information policy research on UAV policies and practices within the 

United States, the research team investigates implications, shares takeaways from the first 

author’s policy briefing on these issues, and seeks to discuss strategies to uphold affected 

communities’ wellbeing and other key stakeholders’ responsibilities regarding these realities. 

ALISE RESEARCH TAXONOMY TOPICS 

 

Information Policy; Information Rights; Critical Librarianship; Social Justice; Specific 

Population. 



 

 

AUTHOR KEYWORDS 

 

Information Policy; Drone Surveillance; United States Policing Tactics; Surveillance 

Technology; Predictive Policing. 

 

Copyright 2025 by the authors. Published under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 

International License. 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.21900/j.alise.2025.2024  

 

REFERENCES 
 

Abisamad, N. (2022, April 17). Was the use of drone strikes by the Obama Administration  

racialized? Human Security Centre. https://www.hscentre.org/africa/use-drone-strikes-

obama-administration-racialised/ 

 

Anuta, J. and Chabrier, C.S. (2025, February 19). Ahead of Council Hearing, NYPD releases  

trove of info on surveillance tech. 

Politico.https://www.politico.com/news/2025/02/19/new-york-city-council-nypd-

surveillance-00204843 

 

Braman, S. (2007). Change of state: Information, policy, and power. MIT Press.  

 

City Council Passes Expanded POST Act Legislative Package to Strengthen Transparency and  

Oversight of NYPC Surveillance Technology. (2025, April 15). New York City Council. 

https://council.nyc.gov/amanda-farias/2025/04/15/city-council-passes-expanded-post-act-

legislative-package-to-strengthen-transparency-and-oversight-of-nypd-surveillance-

technology/ 
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