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ABSTRACT: A review of The Marie Curie Sequence (2017), a collection of poems by Michelle Reale 
exploring the life and work of Marie Curie.  
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Some of the most intriguing thought comes from the overlaps between art and 
science, and Michelle Reale’s latest collection of poems, The Marie Curie Sequence (2017), 
does not disappoint. Drawing on her experience as both an ethnographer and a poet, Reale 
uses poetic inquiry to invite us into the physical and emotional world of Curie’s research lab:  

One needs only to pay attention, train the eye, be dutiful and without the kind of 
fatigue that one wears like a brocade 
vest. We speak of the half-life, the 
potency, the potential to cure all, but 
am I the singular power of meditation? 
(Reale, 2017, p. 8). 

This series of poems is subtle with themes of 
mothering, women in the laboratory sciences, 
and the beauty of discovery, as Reale also 
attends to the arc of Curie’s life.While 
reading a biography of Marie Curie, Reale 
journaled her thoughts about Curie’s life, and 
as images arose, she wrote them in stanzas. 
Reale frames many of the poems with quotes 
from Curie. For example, the poem 
“Spectrum” begins with a quote from Curie 
about the flame spectrum of radium. Reale 
imagines Curie’s experience of the element: 

At her worktable she swivels her head, 
almost believing such beauty, such elation is not mere chimera. (Reale, 2017, p. 6). 

This is Reale’s seventh book of poems. She has been nominated for the Pushcart Prize 
twice.  
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“This series of poems is 
subtle with themes of 

mothering, women in the 
laboratory sciences, and 

the beauty of discovery…”  
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