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My First Time Getting 
Bullied 

Weston, Keller, Karlo, Karen, Grayson, and 
Forrest 

 
Pre-reading questions: 
  �  WKaW ZaV \RXU ILUVW da\ RI  VcKRRO OLNe? 
  �  WKaW ZRXOd \RX dR LI  VRPeRQe VaLd VRPeWKLQJ 
      you did not like? 
 
     Liza rode in the car with her mom, her dad, and 

her brother John for her first day of  school.  She was 

really excited, but also a bit nervous. 

      LL]a·V PRP 

and dad dropped 
her and her 

brother off at 

their new school.  

People were 

giving her weird 
looks.  

   ´WKR LV WKaW NLd?  Ma\be Ze VKRXOd KeOS KLP RXW.µ 

Liza pointed to a kid who looked upset. 

     ´TKaW LV CaOeb, LL]a,µ JRKQ VaLd. 
Continued on page 54 
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Inshuro ya Mbere Ubwo 
Nannyuzurwaga 

Weston, Keller, Karlo, Karen, Grayson, and 
Forrest 

 
Ibibazo bibanziriza umwandiko: 
  �  EVe XPXQVL Za PbeUe NX LVKXUL ZaNXPeUe\e XWe? 
  �  EVe ZaUL NXbLJeQ]a XWe KaJL]e XPXQWX XYXJa 
      ikintu udakunze? 
 
     Liza yuriye imodoka ari kumwe na nyina, ise, na 

PXVa]a Ze JRKQ, NX PXQVL Za PbeUe Z·LVKXUL .  YaUL 

yishimwe cyane ariko na none yifitemo akoba. 

     Nyina na se 

bamugeza ku 

ishuri ari kumwe 

na musaza we 

maze bababwira 

kururuka.  Ku 

ishuri abantu 

bamurebaga nabi. 

      Maze Liza atunga urutoki yerekana umwana 

ZaVaJa Q·XWLVKLP\e aJLUa aWL, ´UUL\a PZaQa QL LQde?µ 

     Ma]e JRKQ aUaYXJa aWL, ´UUL\a QL CaOeb, LL]a.µ 
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     ´He LV PeaQ.µ 

     But Liza was already walking up to him. 

     ´CaOeb, ZKaW LV ZURQJ?µ LL]a aVNed. 

     ´He\, OLWWOe NLd, \RX aUe VXSSRVed WR be ZeaULQJ a 

Ued dUeVV.  YRX ORRN ZeLUd ULJKW QRZ,µ CaOeb VaLd aV Ke 

stomped off  down the hall. 

     Liza looked down at the ground and started crying.   

John walked up to her.  

    ´LL]a, dR QRW be Vad,µ JRKQ VaLd. 

     ´TKaQNV, JRKQ,µ LL]a VaLd.  A WeacKeU ZaV MXVW 

down the hallway, so Caleb walked up to her. 

     ´MU. HaQ]R, WKeUe LV a JLUO ZKR ZLOO QRW ZeaU KeU 

red dress.  She is wearing a blue shirt like us boys.  

Only boys can wear that uniform!µ VcUeecKed CaOeb 

loudly. 

     ´YRX aUe ULJKW, bXW \RX aUe QRW aOORZed WR be UXde 

WR SeRSOe,µ WKe WeacKeU VaLd caOPO\.  ´WKeUe LV VKe?µ 

     Liza could not hear what the teacher was saying, so 

VKe ZaONed XS WR KLP. ´HL, MU. HaQ]R,µ VaLd LL]a.  

´CaOeb ZaV bXOO\LQJ Pe abRXW QRW ZeaULQJ P\ dUeVV. 

I dR QRW ZaQW WR ZeaU a dUeVV.µ 

     ´IW·V RNa\, LL]a,µ VaLd MU. HaQ]R. 

Continued on page 56 
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     ´NL XPZaQa PXbL.µ 

     Ariko Liza yari arimo kugenda amusanga. 

     LL]a aUaba]a aWL, ´CaOeb, b\aJeQ]e bLWe?µ 

     Maze Caleb ahita amanuka muri koridoru akataza 

aWL, ´EeL, Za NaQa Ze ZaJRPb\e NXba ZaPba\e LNaQ]X 

LWXNXUa bab\LQaQa.  UNR XVa QWLbLNXbeUe\e.µ 

     Liza areba hasi maze atangira kurira. 

John aza amusanga.  

     JRKQ aWL, ´LL]a, QWXUaNaUe.µ 

     LL]a aWL, ´UUaNR]e, JRKQ.µ  UPZaULPX \aUL aUL PXUL 

coridori, maze Caleb azamuka amusanga. 

     CaOeb aUaVaNX]a aWL, ´BZaQa HaQ]R, KaUL 

umukobwa wanze kwambara ikanzu itukura.  Yambaye 

LVKaWL \·XbXUXUX QNaWZe abaKXQJX.  AbaKXQJX JXVa 

QLbR baJRPba NZaPbaUa L\R LPSX]aQNaQR.µ 

     UPZaULPX aYXJa aWXMe aWL, ´Ib\R QLb\R, JXVa 

QWLZePeUeZe JX]XJXUa abaQWX.  AUL Ke?µ 

     Liza ntiyumva ibyo mwalimu yari ari kuvuga, maze 

aUaPXVaQJaQLUa.  LL]a aWL, ´MXUaKR, BZaQa HaQ]R.  

Caleb yahoze antesha umutwe ngo sinambaye ikanzu.  

SLQVKaNa NZaPbaUa LNaQ]X.µ 

     N\aNXbaKZa HaQ]R aWL ´ GLUa NZLWRQda, LL]a. 
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      ´CaOeb ZaV beLQJ UeaOO\ UXde, aQd I WROd KLP WR 

stop, but he was right.  Only boys can wear a blue shirt 

aQd WKRVe WaQ SaQWV LQ WKe VcKRRO.µ 

     ´WKeQ dLd LW VWaUW?  HRZ ORQJ KaYe aOO JLUOV beeQ 

RQO\ ZeaULQJ dUeVVeV aW WKLV VcKRRO?  WK\ caQ·W Ze 

cKaQJe WKaW?  WKR VaLd LW KaV WR VWa\ WKLV Za\?µ LL]a 

said curiously, becoming sad. 

     ´LL]a, \RX caQ 

go ask the principal, 

but the rules are 

MXVW WKe UXOeV,µ MU. 

Hanzo stated. 

     ´ONa\.  TKaQN \RX, MU. HaQ]R,µ LL]a VaLd, 

excitedly now.  She was determined to persuade the 

principal to let her wear a shirt and pants. 

She ran down the hallways.  She found a sign above a 

dRRU WKaW Uead ¶PRINCIPAL·S OFFICE.· 

She knocked on the door.  

     A SROLWe YRLce caOOed, ´CRPe LQ.µ  

     Liza opened the door and walked in.  Liza said, 

´EYeU\bRd\ ZaQWV Pe WR ZeaU a dUeVV, aQd I dRQ·W 

ZaQW WR.µ 
Continued on page 58 
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     ´CaOeb \aba\e PXbL.  NaPXbZL\e NXWRQJeUa.  

Ariko byari ukuri.  Abahungu gusa nibo bakwambara 

LVKaWL \· XbXUXUX Q·L]R SaQWaOR PX LVKXUL.µ 

     NXNR LL]a aYXJa ababa\e aWL ´EVe b\aWaQJL\e U\aUL?  

Ese hashize igihe kingana iki abakobwa Bambara 

amakanzu gusa ku ishuri?  Kuki tutabihindura?  Ese ni 

Qde ZaYX]e NR bLJRPba JXNRPe]a bLW\R?µ  

     HaQ]R aWL ´LL]a, 

ushobora kujya 

kubaza umuyobozi, 

ariko amategeko ni 

aPaWeJeNR.µ 

     LL]a aYXJa \LVKLP\e aWL ´ NWa NLba]R. MXUaNR]e 

N\aNXbaKZa HaQ]Rµ.  YaUL \L\ePeMe NXPYLVKa 

XPX\RbR]L NR \aPXUeNa aNaPbaUa LVKaWL Q· LSaQWaOR.  

Maze abona ku idirishya akamenyetso kari kanditseho 

QJR ¶IBIRO BY· UMUYOBOZI W·ISHURI·.  

Akomanga ku rugi.  

     IMZL ULWXMe ULUaKaPaJaUa ULWL ´LQMLUa.µ 

     Liza arafungura maze arinjira ageze mu biro 

aUaYXJa aWL, ´BXUL ZeVe aVKaNa NR QaPbaUa LNaQ]X, 

aULNR VLPbLVKaNa.µ 
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     Right then, Caleb walked in to the room. 

     TKe SULQcLSaO VaLd, ´I aP VRUU\, LL]a, bXW \RX Qeed 

WR ZeaU WKe JLUO·V XQLIRUP.µ 

     Caleb walked away, smiling and thinking he had 

won. 

     BXW WKe SULQcLSaO VWLOO Kad PRUe WR Va\.  ´LL]a, I 

actually agree with you.  The problem is that most 

people will not agree with you.  If  you can convince 
them, I will listen to your ideas and allow people to 

cKRRVe ZKaW WKe\ ZeaU.µ  

     Liza looked really happy.  

     ´TKaQN \RX, VLU,µ VKe VaLd.  SKe OeIW aQd ZaONed 

down the hallway to convince everybody. 

However, she had to get to class.  She was late for 

reading.  Well, not yet, but she had to be quick. 

     She got to reading class and raised her  

hand as soon as she sat down in an empty seat.  She 

got called on.  People were looking at her again like 

she was weird.  She was going to change that. 

     LL]a VaLd, ´LLVWeQ XS, eYeU\RQe.  I WKLQN Ze VKRXOd 

all be allowed to wear whatever we want to.  We 

should be able to decide this. 

Continued on page 60 
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     Uwo mwanya, Caleb yinjira mu cyumba. 

     UPX\RbR]L aUaYXJa aWL, ´IKaQJaQe LL]a.  AULNR 

XJRPba NZaPbaUa LPSX]aQNaQR \·abaNRbZa.µ 

     Caleb yigira hirya aseka yumva ko 

yatsinze. 

     UPX\RbR]L \aUL aILWe LbLQdL b\R NXYXJa.  ´LL]a, 

ndemeranya nawe.  Ikibazo ni uko hafi buri wese 

atemeranya nawe.  Nushobora kubibumvisha, nzumva 

ibitekerezo byawe maze nemerere abantu guhitamo 

Lb\R baPbaUa.µ 

     Liza agaragara ko yishimye. 

     AWL, ´MXUaNR]e, N\aNXbaKZa.µ  NXNR aUaKaYa 

amanuka muri koridoru ajya kubyumvisha buri wese.  

Ariko yagombaga kujya mu ishuri.  Yari yakerewe 

kujya gusoma.  Igihe nticyari cyakageze.  Arihuta. 

     Agera mu ishuri ryo gusomeramo maze azamura 

akaboko akimara kwicara ku ntebe yari yonyine.  Nuko 

mwarimu aramuhamagara.  Abantu bamurebaga 

QN·XWLIaVKe Qe]a.  YaUL aJL\e NXbLKLQdXUa.  

      LL]a aWL, ´BXUL ZeVe QL\XPYe.  NdaWeNeUe]a NR 

twese twagombye kwemererwa kambara uko 

tubishaka.  Dushobora kubifataho umwanzuro.  
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     There are lots of  people who do not like wearing 

dresses or do not feel like they should wear dresses.  

We should be allowed to wear what we want, no 

PaWWeU KRZ VRPeRQe eOVe IeeOV.µ 

     Everybody looked at Liza.  They were quiet at first, 

thinking about what she had just said.  Then they 

started to smile, and then they were cheering.  

Everybody was cheering for Liza.  

     TKe SULQcLSaO ZaONed LQWR WKe URRP aQd VaLd, ´WK\ 

are you all being so loud?  This is reading class.  You 

Qeed WR be TXLeW.µ 

     TKe WeacKeU ORRNed aW WKe SULQcLSaO aQd VaLd, ´LL]a 

thinks everybody should be able to wear any clothing, 

and we all agree with her.  She is good at convincing 

SeRSOe.  WKaW dR \RX WKLQN?µ 

     ´YeV, I dR KaYe WR aJUee ZLWK WKaW.  We ZLOO aOORZ 

aQ\bRd\ WR ZeaU aQ\ cORWKLQJ WKaW WKe\ ZRXOd OLNe!µ 

the principal said in agreement. 

     After that, the principal put up a picture of  Liza in 

the hallway because the school felt grateful for her 

KeOS LQ cKaQJLQJ WKe VcKRRO·V preconceptions about 

how people should dress. 

Continued on page 62 
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     Hari benshi badashaka kwambara amakanzu 

cyangwa bumva batakwambara amakanzu.  Tugomba 

kwemererwa ibyo dushaka, tutarebye uko abandi 

bab\XPYa.µ  

     Buri wese areba Liza.  Babanje guceceka, 

batekereza kubyo yari amaze kuvuga.  Nuko batangira 

guseka, maze bakoma mu mashyi. 

Buri wese akomera amashyi Liza. 

     Umuyobozi yinjira mu cyumba maze aravuga ati, 

´KXNL PZeVe PXUL JXVaNX]a?  IUL QL LVKXUL U\R 

JXVRPeUaPR.  MXJRPba NXJLUa XPXWX]R.µ 

     MZaOLPX aUeba XPX\RbR]L Z·LVKXUL Pa]e aUaYXJa 

aWL, ´LL]a aWeNeUe]a NR bXUL ZeVe \aJRPb\e NZaPbaUa 

umwenda yifuza, natwe niko tubyumva.  Azi 

NXPYLNaQLVKa LbLWeNeUe]R b\e.  MXUabLWeNeUe]aKR LNL?µ 

     UPX\RbR]L Z·LVKXUL aYXJa ab\ePe]a aWL, ´NLb\R, 

tugomba kubyemeza dutyo.  Tuzemerera buri wese 

NZaPbaUa XPZaPbaUR \LIX]a.µ  

     N\XPa \·aKR, XPX\RbR]L Z·LVKXUL aVK\LUa LIRWR \a 

Liza ku nkuta zo muri koridoru kuko bashakaga 

kumushimira ku bwo gufasha ishuri guhindura 

ibitekerezo ku kuntu abantu bagomba kwambara. 
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     The school still has uniforms, but girls are free to 

wear the pants and shirt, and boys are free to wear the 

dress.  They honor Liza for making a  

difference. 

 

Translated into Kinyarwanda by MUNYANEZA 

Simon Pierre 
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     Ishuri riracyafite  impuzankano, ariko abakobwa 

baNZaPbaUa aPaSaQWaUR Q·aPaVKaWL, Q·abaKXQJX 

bakwambara amakanzu.  Maze bubaha Liza kuko 

yakoze ibidasanzwe. 

 

Byahinduwe mu Kinyarwanda na MUNYANEZA 

Simon Pierre 
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