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Abstract. This research presents a corpus-based analysis of English language learners' reading 
strategies, aiming to uncover patterns and preferences in their approach to comprehending texts. By 
examining a collection of reading sessions from a diverse group of learners, the study identifies 
common techniques employed to navigate through complex material. Utilizing natural language 
processing tools, the corpus data is analyzed to determine the frequency and effectiveness of 
strategies such as skimming, scanning, contextual guessing, and note-taking. The findings reveal a 
reliance on certain strategies over others, influenced by factors such as the reader's proficiency level 
and the text's difficulty. The study also highlights the dynamic nature of strategy use, with learners 
often adapting their approach in response to different reading contexts. The insights gained from this 
corpus-based investigation provide valuable implications for English reading instruction, suggesting 
targeted teaching of strategies that align with learners' needs and the demands of various text types. 
This research contributes to a deeper understanding of the reading process among English learners 
and offers guidance for educators in developing more effective reading curricula. 
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1. Introduction 

The mastery of a second language, particularly English, is a multifaceted endeavor encompassing 
various skills, among which reading stands paramount. Reading, an integral component of language 
acquisition, is not merely a passive reception of written text but an active, strategic engagement with 
language. This article delves into the nexus of reading strategies employed by English learners, 
illuminated through the prism of corpus linguistics. Our exploration not only sheds light on the 
reading practices of learners but also paves the way for more effective teaching methodologies [1-3]. 

In the realm of language learning, reading strategies are instrumental in facilitating comprehension, 
retention, and engagement with the text. These strategies, ranging from skimming for gist to deep 
analysis for inference, are tools that learners employ, often subconsciously, to navigate the 
complexities of a new language. Understanding these strategies and their efficacies can greatly 
enhance the teaching and learning of English as a Second Language (ESL). 

Corpus linguistics, a research method that involves the statistical analysis of a body of written or 
spoken text, has emerged as a vital tool in this understanding. By analyzing large volumes of language 
data, researchers can uncover patterns and tendencies in language use, including reading habits. This 
approach is particularly pertinent in an era where digital technology has exponentially increased the 
availability and variety of text, offering an unprecedented resource for linguistic analysis [4]. 

The significance of this study lies in its ability to bridge theory and practice. While extensive 
research has been conducted on reading strategies in a general context, there is a paucity of studies 
that utilize corpus linguistics to specifically analyze the reading strategies of English learners. By 
filling this gap, this research provides empirical evidence that can inform teaching strategies, 
curriculum development, and educational policy. 

Furthermore, the study responds to a dynamic and ever-evolving landscape of language learning. 
In today’s globalized world, the English language serves as a lingua franca in numerous domains. As 
such, the demand for English proficiency is at an all-time high, necessitating effective and efficient 
learning strategies. This research, therefore, holds considerable implications for a vast population of 
English learners, equipping them with the tools to navigate and master the language more effectively. 

Additionally, this study acknowledges the diversity among English learners – varying in age, 
cultural background, proficiency levels, and learning contexts. Such diversity necessitates a nuanced 
understanding of reading strategies that are not one-size-fits-all but are adaptable to different learners' 
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needs. A corpus-based analysis allows for the examination of these strategies across a spectrum of 
variables, providing insights that are both comprehensive and specific. 

In sum, this study is situated at the intersection of corpus linguistics and language learning, offering 
a novel perspective on the reading strategies of English learners. By analyzing empirical data from a 
corpus, the research endeavors to illuminate the patterns and preferences in reading strategies among 
this demographic. The findings of this study are anticipated to contribute significantly to the field of 
language education, providing both theoretical insights and practical applications. As the world 
becomes increasingly interconnected and the prominence of English continues to rise, understanding 
and improving the ways in which learners acquire this crucial skill becomes not just an academic 
interest, but a global imperative. 

2. Literature Review 

The exploration of reading strategies among English language learners, particularly through 
corpus-based studies, reveals a dynamic interplay of linguistic patterns and learning processes. 
Corpus linguistics, pivotal in this endeavor, uses large bodies of text to analyze language usage, 
offering insights into the collocational competence of learners—a fundamental aspect of language 
mastery. 

(1) Collocational Competence: Collocational competence, the ability to use word pairs naturally, 
is essential for language learners to achieve native-like fluency. Studies show that learners, even at 
higher proficiency levels, often struggle to use collocations as effectively as native speakers. For 
example, combinations like 'commit crime' or 'make a joke' are common in native speech but present 
challenges for learners. This proficiency gap highlights the importance of targeted study and teaching 
approaches to improve collocational usage. 

(2) Research Trends: Recent research has emphasized the quantitative analysis of collocations in 
learner corpora, exploring the frequency and patterns of word pairings. These studies adopt varied 
approaches, such as the frequency-based method, focusing on the likelihood of word combinations, 
and the phraseological approach, which considers the transparency and interchangeability of words 
in collocations. However, there's a noted scarcity of studies that comprehensively address the 
collocational competence of learners across different proficiency levels [5]. 

(3) Comparative Analyses and Proficiency Levels: Comparative studies, contrasting learner usage 
with native speaker norms, have been instrumental in identifying the types of collocations that pose 
the most significant challenges. Verb + noun collocations, in particular, are found to be difficult 
across all proficiency levels. The reasons range from the high-frequency nature of certain verbs, 
which may not sufficiently attract learners' attention, to the complexity of semantically or formally 
related words within collocations. Understanding these challenges is crucial for developing more 
effective teaching strategies [6]. 

(4) Properties of Learner Collocations: While many studies focus on the accuracy and error rates 
in collocations, fewer explore how properties of collocations vary with learner proficiency. 
Investigations into factors like congruency with learners' first language, collocate-node relationships, 
and word length in collocations can provide deeper insights. For instance, longer and incongruent 
collocations tend to be more challenging for learners. These insights suggest that different strategies 
may be required to teach collocations effectively at various proficiency levels [7]. 

(5) Insights from Recent Corpus-Based Study: A recent corpus-driven study highlighted that 
proficient English learners tend to use more semantically complex and abstract noun elements in 
collocations. This study, which analyzed a large number of essays from learners of different 
proficiency levels, found a clear progression in the usage of collocations. As proficiency increased, 
learners used collocations related to more abstract and sophisticated topics, suggesting a 
developmental trajectory in collocational competence. 

In summary, corpus-based studies on English learners' reading strategies illuminate crucial aspects 
of language acquisition, particularly in collocational competence. These studies not only underscore 
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the challenges faced by learners in approximating native speaker usage but also pave the way for 
more nuanced and effective teaching methodologies tailored to different proficiency levels. 

3. Methology 

(1) Corpus Selection: The study utilized a large-scale, diverse corpus comprising texts from 
various genres (academic, fiction, news, etc.) to ensure a broad representation of language use. The 
corpus size was approximately 5 million words, sourced from publicly available databases and 
English learning materials. 

(2) Participants: The study involved 500 English learners from various L1 backgrounds and ranged 
across proficiency levels from beginner to advanced. Participants were selected based on their 
willingness to participate and met criteria ensuring a diverse demographic representation. 

(3) Data Collection Methods: 
 Reading Tasks: Participants were given reading tasks, including both narrative and expository 

texts, tailored to their proficiency levels. 
 Strategy Identification: Participants were asked to annotate the texts with their reading strategies, 

such as skimming, scanning, inferring, and contextual guessing. 
 Questionnaires and Interviews: Post-reading questionnaires and interviews were conducted to 

gather additional insights into the reading strategies and challenges faced by learners. 
(4) Data Analysis: 
 Qualitative Analysis: Reading strategies were categorized and analyzed qualitatively to 

understand their nature and application. 
 Quantitative Analysis: The frequency and effectiveness of these strategies were analyzed using 

statistical methods. A chi-square test was conducted to examine the relationship between proficiency 
level and strategy use, with a significance level set at p < 0.05. 
 Comparative Analysis: Strategies were compared across different proficiency levels to identify 

patterns and deviations. 
(5) Ethical Considerations: The study adhered to ethical guidelines, ensuring participants' 

anonymity and informed consent. The data was handled confidentially, and the research process was 
transparent to all participants. 

This methodology provides a robust framework for analyzing English learners' reading strategies 
using a corpus-based approach. The combination of qualitative and quantitative analyses offers 
comprehensive insights into the reading habits and challenges faced by learners at different 
proficiency levels. 

4. Analysis of Reading Strategies 

The analysis of reading strategies employed by English learners, as derived from our corpus-based 
study, yielded significant insights. Predominantly, the strategies varied across proficiency levels, 
reflecting the evolving nature of reading comprehension skills. Beginners frequently relied on 
strategies such as word-for-word translation and dictionary use, indicating a focus on individual word 
meanings. Intermediate learners, on the other hand, showed a tendency towards inferencing and 
contextual guessing, suggesting a developing ability to grasp overall meaning from context. 
Advanced learners predominantly utilized global strategies like skimming for gist and critical 
evaluation, indicative of a higher-level comprehension and engagement with the text[8-10]. 
Intriguingly, the study revealed that certain strategies, like scanning for specific information, were 
consistently used across all levels, underscoring their fundamental role in reading comprehension. 
The analysis, employing statistical methods, found a significant correlation between proficiency level 
and strategy complexity (p < 0.05). This progression in strategy use not only aligns with existing 
theoretical frameworks of reading comprehension but also highlights the dynamic nature of language 
acquisition, where learners' reading strategies evolve as their proficiency enhances. 

 



BCP Education & Psychology EED 2023
Volume 11 (2023) 
 

88 

5. Impact of Corpus-Based Study on Understanding Reading Strategies  

The impact of our corpus-based study on understanding reading strategies in English language 
learners is profound and multifaceted. Firstly, the study provides empirical evidence supporting the 
theory that reading strategies evolve with language proficiency. Beginners, focusing on individual 
word meanings, transition to more advanced learners who engage in critical evaluation of texts. This 
progression emphasizes the need for tailored educational approaches at each proficiency level[11]. 
Additionally, the study highlights the universal applicability of certain strategies, like scanning, 
across all proficiency levels, suggesting these are foundational skills in language learning. The corpus 
analysis also reveals nuanced insights into the reading habits and preferences of learners from diverse 
linguistic backgrounds, underscoring the importance of cultural and linguistic diversity in reading 
strategy development. Moreover, by utilizing a corpus-based approach, the study offers a more 
objective and comprehensive understanding of reading strategies compared to traditional survey-
based methods. This enables a more nuanced understanding of how different textual features and 
genres influence reading strategy use. The findings from this study have significant implications for 
curriculum development, suggesting a more dynamic and adaptive approach to teaching reading 
strategies that aligns with learners' evolving competencies. Additionally, the study contributes to the 
broader field of second language acquisition by providing a richer, data-driven understanding of how 
learners interact with and comprehend texts, paving the way for future research to build upon these 
findings. Overall, the corpus-based study significantly enhances our understanding of reading 
strategies in English language learners, offering valuable insights for educators, researchers, and 
learners alike [12]. 

6. Implications for English Language Teaching  

The implications of this corpus-based study for English language teaching are extensive and 
impactful, offering transformative insights for educators and curriculum designers. The progression 
of reading strategies across proficiency levels underscores the need for differentiated instruction, 
tailored to students' evolving comprehension abilities. For beginners, teaching should focus on 
foundational skills like word recognition and dictionary use, gradually transitioning to inferencing 
and contextual guessing for intermediate learners. Advanced students would benefit from activities 
that encourage critical thinking and evaluation of texts [13]. The study also highlights the importance 
of incorporating diverse text genres and complexity levels in teaching materials, catering to the varied 
interests and cultural backgrounds of learners. Moreover, the persistent use of certain strategies across 
all levels suggests a core set of reading skills that should be consistently reinforced throughout 
language instruction. Educators are encouraged to utilize the findings to develop more dynamic, 
responsive teaching approaches, potentially incorporating corpus-based materials to mirror authentic 
language use. This study advocates for a more holistic approach to reading instruction, one that not 
only teaches discrete skills but also fosters a deeper, more engaged interaction with texts, ultimately 
enhancing the overall proficiency and literacy of English language learners [14-16]. 

7. Limitations and Future Research  

While the corpus-based study provides valuable insights into English learners' reading strategies, 
it is not without limitations. One key limitation is the potential lack of representativeness in the corpus 
used, as it may not fully capture the diversity of texts encountered by learners in real-world settings. 
Additionally, the study's reliance on self-reported data might introduce bias, as learners' perceptions 
of their reading strategies may not accurately reflect their actual practices. Future research should aim 
to include a more varied and extensive corpus, possibly incorporating multimedia and interactive 
texts, to better reflect contemporary reading environments. Moreover, integrating objective measures, 
such as eye-tracking technology, could provide a more accurate assessment of reading strategies. 
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Further studies could also explore the impact of specific pedagogical interventions on the 
development of reading strategies, thereby directly informing teaching practices [17]. 

8. Conclusion 

In conclusion, this comprehensive corpus-based study on the reading strategies of English learners 
has significantly enhanced our understanding of how language proficiency influences reading habits 
and techniques. The findings from the study underscore a crucial evolution in the reading strategies 
employed by learners at different stages of language proficiency. Beginning learners predominantly 
focus on basic strategies like word-for-word translation and dictionary use, reflecting their initial 
stage of language acquisition where understanding individual word meanings is paramount. As 
learners progress, they gradually adopt more sophisticated strategies such as inferencing, contextual 
guessing, and critical evaluation, indicating an advanced level of comprehension and engagement 
with the text. 

The consistency in the use of certain strategies, such as scanning for specific information, across 
all proficiency levels points to their fundamental role in reading comprehension. This insight is 
particularly valuable for language educators, highlighting the importance of teaching these core 
strategies consistently across all levels of language proficiency [18]. 

Furthermore, the study's corpus-based approach provides a more objective and comprehensive 
understanding of reading strategies compared to traditional survey-based methods. By analyzing 
actual learner interactions with texts, the study offers a nuanced view of the dynamic nature of reading 
strategy development. This approach also allows for the observation of patterns in reading habits and 
preferences among learners from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds, contributing to a more 
inclusive understanding of second language acquisition. 

The implications of these findings for English language teaching are profound. They suggest a 
need for a more dynamic and adaptive approach to teaching reading strategies, aligning instruction 
with the evolving comprehension abilities of learners. For instance, teaching materials and activities 
can be tailored to cater to the specific needs of learners at different proficiency levels, ensuring that 
they are both challenging and accessible. 

However, the study is not without its limitations. The corpus used, while extensive, may not fully 
capture the wide array of text types and genres that learners encounter in real-world settings. 
Additionally, the reliance on self-reported strategies might introduce biases, as learners' perceptions 
of their reading practices may not always align with actual behaviors. Future research should aim to 
address these limitations by incorporating a broader range of text types and more objective measures 
of strategy usage. 

In summary, this study provides valuable insights into the reading strategies of English learners, 
offering both theoretical and practical contributions to the field of language education. By shedding 
light on the relationship between language proficiency and reading strategy use, the study not only 
enriches academic understanding but also offers practical guidance for enhancing reading instruction, 
thereby supporting learners in their journey towards English proficiency. 
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