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Figure 1. Jenny Tilsen, Self-Portrait in Fragments (collage), 2020.
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Portrait in Fragments

Jenny Tilsen
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The image depicts a life-sized self-portrait collage that | created during

the COVID-19 pandemic and during my first semester of grad school.

The collage is constructed from torn magazine pages and reassembled
onto a tracing of me. This collage symbolizes both forced and voluntary
transformation. The forced transformation reflects how we collectively
navigated unprecedented change and loss during the pandemic. The
voluntary change is found in an intentional act of reclaiming power through
the remaking of myself out of magazine pieces, at a time when | felt
powerless. By transforming fragmented images into a new representation
of being, | asserted agency in a time uncertainty.

The magazines that | used to make the collage were all found or gifted to
me. When people in my community heard that | was collaging, they would
give me their discarded magazines. Nothing is ever made in isolation.

We create from the resources that are available to us, often through the
generosity and care of others.

The process and expression represented in the collage mirror the themes
and values of Catalyst—where dominant science and technology narratives
are challenged, deconstructed, and remade into something new as a
response to the techno-capitalist racialized, gendered, and militarized world
and as a desire for something different. Both the artwork and the journal
challenge linear and hierarchical ways of thinking, offering alternative,
multiple methods of understanding complex phenomena. In doing so,
Catalyst foregrounds multiplicity and interconnectedness, rejecting singular,
objective truths in favor of a more layered and intersectional understanding
of the world.
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Artist Bio

Jenny Tilsen began playing with paper growing up in her father’s
bookbindery, surrounded by parts of books in all of their variations
of repair and disrepair. She now studies the narrative constructions
of science and technology. She created STEMtelling, a storytelling
method, grounded in feminist philosophy of science as a way to
build pluralistic knowledge. She currently works as a postdoctoral
researcher in the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department
at Bucknell University, studying how communication practices,
infrastructures, values, and ethics influence the making of
technoscientific knowledge.

For more about Jenny Tilsen’s work, please visit https://www.
jennytilsen.com.
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