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1. Introduction 

Sexism, machismo, and the patriarchy are here to stay in Brazilian politics. Over the 

years, these systems have twisted themselves in Brazilian society, dictating attitudes, power 

dynamics, and norms to be executed and mindlessly followed. Despite attempts at lessening their 

relevancy and effect, politics remains a stronghold for traditional gender roles and expectations. 

This paper seeks to address the topic by utilizing an event that is still talked about to this day: 

Jair Bolsonaro and Maria do Rosario’s discussion that began in 2003, only ending in 2014. With 

it, this essay hopes to outline how Jair Bolsonaro’s statements about Maria do Rosario exemplify 

a patriarchal power dynamic in Brazil alongside its acceptance of machismo. 

Before this paper’s main discussion begins, it will present relevant literature on the field. 

It will start by introducing key works on Brazilian and Latin-American machismo, outlining its 

function and reflexes for those particular societies. Then, it will dive into the language used by 

the patriarchy, specifically in the political sphere. In its analysis section, it will outline 

Bolsonaro’s and Rosario’s first discussion in 2003, with its repeat in 2014 on two occasions. It 

will also show its repercussions and consequences. This paper will also discuss relevant works 

on feminist research as a basis for its analysis. 

In the analysis section, this essay provides a comprehensive examination of Bolsonarismo 

in relation to gender. It dissects Bolsonaro’s attempts to bolster his image and assert his 
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perceived manliness. The essay then presents the complete transcript of Bolsonaro’s and 

Rosario’s initial confrontation, delving into the words exchanged, their significance, and the far-

reaching consequences they had. 

2. Literature Review 

Brazilian society is cursed by its prevalent machismo. According to the Cambridge 

Dictionary, machismo is the “male behavior that is strong and forceful, and shows very 

traditional ideas about how men and women should behave.”1 More specifically in Brazil, such 

ideas are influenced and passed down by “the political, social, economic, and cultural 

structures.”2 As it is with many other Latin-American nations, Brazil is known for its acceptance 

and perpetuation of patriarchal ideas, impacting many spheres of life.3 This essay will examine 

one of them by utilizing the then Federal Deputy Jair Bolsonaro’s altercation with Maria do 

Rosario, another Federal Deputy, where Bolsonaro expressed his unwillingness to “rape” Rosario 

since she “was not worthy of it.”4 

Latin America’s acceptance of machismo is well-known among academia. In her work, 

Nubia Nieto examines Mexican and Brazilian machismo, and in which ways both nations 

tolerate and propagate the notions of the patriarchy. In Brazil’s case, Nieto explains that 

historically, such a system was institutionalized by the Portuguese and was “fostered and 

endorsed by the Catholic Church as a way to preserve male power and female submission, and 

promote women purity.”5 In it, physical strength, courage, independence, are all valued amongst 

men, but disincentivized in women.6 Moreover, women tend not to have a voice in societal 

matters, where “the process of gender socialization… empowers men to feel and be superior 

towards women in family, work, and public places.”7 Nubia elaborates that many men feel like 
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women are there for their personal use and for services like cleaning, not to be vulgar, a “self-

sacrificed mom,” and to “keep quiet and accept any physical, emotional or psychological 

mistreatment,” which are habits formed since childhood.8 These ideas, as shown by the author, 

are propagated on famous TV programs, songs, and popular sayings.9  

In a society where machismo becomes normalized, it is not a surprise that the rates of 

violence against women are notable. For Nieto, “violence against women in… Brazil is due to 

prevalent machismo.”10 And while looking at recent data, such numbers become much clearer. 

According to the Agência Patricia Galvão, 76% of the women interviewed were assaulted at 

work, and 36% at home.11 Moreover, Brazil has the seventh highest rate of violence against 

women in the world, with “a woman assaulted every 15 seconds, and one murdered every two 

hours.”12 

Bahlieda, in an article about the legacy of the patriarchy, also alludes to the fact that 

patriarchy fuels violence against women in what he calls the “ecology of violence.”13 The author 

elucidates that in nature, animals kill one another only as a survival mechanism, whereas 

“humans have evolved to the point where they do not need to kill… yet they continue to do 

so.”14 As per the methods in which patriarchy has the potential of causing violence, the author 

explains that it enforces a dominance of males vertically in any sphere of life, where deviating 

from it would be a great offense.15 One way that this is done is through the notion that men have 

a sexual role in society, where that can be abused to great extents.16 In her paper, Stella Advani 

also documents how patriarchy and machismo perpetuate in the workplace, further impacting 

women. In her words, “workplaces are gendered both by the numerical predominance of the sex 

within them and by the cultural interpretations of given types of work which… dictate who is… 

best suited for different sorts of employment.”17 To navigate such a scenario, women employ a 
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variety of tactics to “self-regulate” and to “appear and sound… like their colleagues” which 

proves to be “stressful, time-consuming, undermining for the self, and… harder to hear.”18 It is 

no surprise, then, that many women simply comply, and choose to assimilate. One notable 

example would be Bia Doria, the wife of João Doria, the then-Governor of Sao Paulo. While in 

an interview with the Folha de São Paulo, Bia was asked what she does on a busy day, which she 

“described it as ‘being stuck in traffic texting on WhatsApp and seeing how beautiful life was on 

Instagram’.”19 Bonneval points out that instead of her commenting on “existing social structure 

disparities that plague the biggest city in the country,” she decided to talk about mundane and 

uninteresting endeavors.20 

The language in the patriarchy influences politics, shaping not only the political discourse 

but also what gets passed. In many instances, language can be seen as a tool of patriarchy, 

helping to pass down the notions already described above, which revolves around the superiority 

– in every sense of the word – of men. In Brazil’s case, the language used by the patriarchy 

“helps shape politics of enmity which characterize the current state of democracy” in the 

nation.21 In his paper, Rodrigo Borba uses two case studies to exemplify how this occurs in 

Brazil. The first takes Dilma Rousseff – Brazil’s first woman president – into consideration. 

More specifically, it uses the fact that Dilma, instead of using the word “presidente” to refer to 

her role as president, she used the feminine version, “presidenta,” which is technically 

incorrect.22 Many voters, however, saw this as an “apparent lack of care for the language,” 

equating her apparent absent proficiency in Portuguese with her “lack of political savoir faire,”  

passing the notion that Dilma aims to destroy the nation like she did with its language.23 Another 

example was a school that used the “X” as an attempt to gender neutralize Portuguese in one of 

their posts, which generated a national commotion and prompted comments calling the ideology 
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“gaystapo” and “feminazi.”24 It must be said, nonetheless, that Dilma is still credited as an 

important figure for feminism and the rights of women in Brazil, spearheading the creation of the 

“Ministry of Women, Racial Equality, and Human Rights, sanctioning of the law which 

criminalizes domestic violence,” and “the legalization of same-sex marriage.”25 Academia also 

present many other studies on the roles of language and its intersection with womanhood in 

Brazil.26 

Feminist scholars have provided many different lenses on how one should conduct 

feminist research. On this note, this paper will take into consideration two different lenses. The 

first, outlined by Gillian Wilson in her article, is that “feminist research is grounded in a 

commitment to equality and social justice, and is cognizant of the gendered, historical and 

political processes involved in the production of knowledge.”27 The other, by Brown et al., who 

claim feminist research “also strives to explore and illuminate the diversity of the experiences of 

women and other marginalized groups, thereby creating opportunities that increase awareness of 

how social hierarchies impact on and influence oppression.”28 

3. Analysis 

 

Jair Bolsonaro’s interactions with Maria do Rosario represent one of the most absurd 

cases of abuse of power and misogyny in Brazilian politics. It outlines 

Bolsonaro’s personal issues regarding Rosario and the deeply entrenched attitudes that 

perpetuate such attitudes in Brazil. In this analysis section, this essay will present the complete 

transcript of their fight and then point out relevant information that can be taken from what was 

said. Mainly, one should pay attention to Bolsonaro’s misogynistic comments, gender roles, and 

his comments of a sexual nature. 
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It all began in 2003, with a conversation not related to gender equality. In 2003, Liana 

Friedenbach and Felipe Caffee, both teenagers, were murdered by an underaged person.29 In 

Brazil, one cannot be tried as an adult if one is below the age of eighteen, and the debate 

surrounding Jair Bolsonaro and Maria do Rosario was whether this should change to sixteen.30 

Bolsonaro believed that it should, and Maria heavily disagreed.31 While outside Congress giving 

separate interviews, both started a discussion seemingly “out of nowhere.”32 Rosario accused 

Bolsonaro for inciting violence, where he then misunderstands it, claiming that she called him a 

rapist.33 In response, Bolsonaro shouts – as he points a finger at her – that he would “never rape” 

her because she “did not deserve it.34” Appalled, Rosario says that she would hit him if he ever 

tried, prompting him to say that he would hit her back, calling her a “dog” as he pushed her.35 As 

she began to cry, Bolsonaro added, “Are you going to cry, now? Crazy.”36 Here, it is relevant to 

note Bolsonaro’s choice of words. When one implies that one is not “deserving /worthy of” an 

action, one is implying one’s superiority over the other. In this case, Bolsonaro is clearly 

implying that Rosario is not worthy of his perceived sexual prowess, as if it is her “loss” that she 

does not “deserve” to be raped. Not only, but Bolsonaro clearly illustrates his inability to have a 

civil disagreement with a woman, answering to his frustrations by employing gendered and 

derogatory language towards Rosario, even inciting violence. 

The second instance happened in the Brazilian version of the House of Representatives in 

2014, the House of Deputies.37 On that day, Rosario made a speech defending the “Commission 

of Truth,” which investigated crimes that occurred during the Brazilian dictatorship, explaining 

that the dictatorship was an “utter shame.”38 As she left the stand, and Bolsonaro came forth, the 

former president once again repeated that Rosario was not worth raping.39 Here, it is important to 

say that Bolsonaro rose as a big supporter of the dictatorship, denying any wrongdoing that 
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happened during that period. For instance, during a speech on the 58th anniversary of the coup 

d'état of 64 – that gave birth to the dictatorship – Bolsonaro praised all the dictators for their 

work.40 He explained that the date was in fact not important since “nothing” happened 58 years 

ago, and that all the presidents were elected according to the constitution.41 Rosario, however, 

was known for being critical over the dictatorship.42 In response to Bolsonaro, Maria explained 

that rape was a “recurring form of torture used against prisoners during the military 

dictatorship,” one that Bolsonaro defends.43 She furthers adds that “what makes me especially 

indignant and, at the same time, saddened, is that the expressions he uses promote violence. It is 

an expression of power used in torture structures; many women were tortured with sexual 

violence. When he's saying I don't deserve to be raped, does he mean anyone else does?”44 

The third instance was shortly after the second, when Bolsonaro was giving an interview 

on the “Zero Hora” show.45 There, Bolsonaro asserted that Rosario “doesn’t deserve it because 

she’s very bad, because she’s very ugly, she’s not my type, I would never rape her. I’m not a 

rapist, but if I were, I wouldn’t rape her.46 The host of the show followed up with a question of 

whether Bolsonaro believed there were people who indeed “deserved” to be raped, to which the 

former president replied that he was being ironic.47 In the same interview, Bolsonaro also talked 

about Brazil’s workforce, one he believed had “too many work rights.”48 Bolsonaro also argued 

that if he was a business owner, he would rather employ men over women since “she’ll soon get 

pregnant.”49 Related to the wage gap, Bolsonaro – in between laughs – said that if a woman 

makes less than a man and is not satisfied, she should look for another job.50 

It must be stated that Bolsonaro attacking women is not a new occurrence. In her article, 

Inara Chagas summarizes not one, two, nor three, but nine times in which Bolsonaro has 

threatened women’s rights or women directly.51 In 1998, for instance, Bolsonaro hit Conceição 
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Aparecida Aguiar, the then manager of Planajur, in the back.52 In 2011, when asked by Preta Gil 

– a black singer – what would be his reaction if one of his sons ever dated a black woman, 

Bolsonaro said that he did not “fear” it since they were “well-raised” and did not frequent the 

same “environment like” Gil.53 Moreover, in 2017, Bolsonaro publicly said that he had already 

four sons, and on the fifth pregnancy – since he was feeling rather weak – they had a daughter.54 

In 2019, as President, Bolsonaro claimed that Brazil could not be a nation of “gay tourism,” but 

if people wanted to go there to have “sex with women, please feel welcomed.”55 Lastly, in 2020, 

Bolsonaro accused Patricia Campos Mello, a journalist, of using sex as a way to gather 

information against him.56 

The consequences for offending Rosario on those three separate occasions could not have 

been weaker. After repeated offenses and derogatory comments aimed at Rosario, many 

politicians were requesting that Bolsonaro either willingly resigned or be removed from his 

post.57 Due to raging public sentiment, Brazil’s judiciary intervened, and requested Bolsonaro to 

pay R$10,000.00 to Rosario (around $2000) and post this in all of his social media accounts.58 If 

this does not sound like a lot, it is because it is not. As a comparison, in 2018, one of Bolsonaro’s 

sons bought a mansion for R$6 million (around $1,2 million).59 Moreover, a president’s salary in 

Brazil is around R$30,000.00 (around $6,000.00), meaning that what he paid to Rosario 

constituted around a third of his monthly income.60 

Taking the information presented above, Bolsonaro’s actions clearly exemplify Brazil’s 

patriarchy and its acceptance of machismo. As seen, pervasive sexism and traditional gender 

roles shaped, and continue to dominate Brazilian society. Bolsonaro’s unpolished and derogatory 

remarks aimed at Rosario highlight the accentuated misogyny, sexism, and machismo within the 

country. Within what scholarship understands of machismo and gender roles, it is relevant to see 
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that Bolsonaro clearly exemplified several of its characteristics. From threatening to slap and 

actually hitting women, to a hyper masculinization of his perceived sexual prowess, Bolsonaro 

embodied Brazilian machismo. A well-known and relevant example, apart from the Rosario 

incident, is what happened on September 7, 2022, Brazil’s Independence Day. While next to First 

Lady Michelle Bolsonaro, Bolsonaro raised a chorus among his supporters, calling him the word 

“imbroxavel.”61 In Portuguese, the word “broxar” refers to a man who cannot perform sexually. 

When paired with the prefix “in,” it is the negation of the word. Hence, “inbroxavel” is a man 

who would always perform. As the chant happened, Bolsonaro awkwardly kissed the first lady, 

prompting applauses from the crowd.62 In the words of Simone Tebet, Bolsonaro’s actions that 

day showed his complete disregard and disrespect for women, and outlined his “toxic” and 

“childish” masculinity.63 Not only, but Bolsonaro’s consequences after the Rosario incident is 

also relevant when examining Brazil’s patriarchy. One would logically expect that when a man 

refers to a woman using the same words Bolsonaro used, that that man would either be arrested, 

pay a significant fine, or both. This was, as seen above, not what happened. Not only was 

Bolsonaro never incarcerated, but the fine he paid was minimal, almost insignificant in fact. It is 

also relevant to point out that Bolsonaro’s actions had such low consequences for him as a 

politician that he achieved what most deemed impossible, the Presidency. 

4. Conclusion 

In dissecting Bolsonaro and Rosario’s interactions, it becomes apparent the importance of 

these events in understanding Brazilian patriarchy and its acceptance of misogynistic ideas, 

which are deeply rooted within Brazilian society. Bolsonaro’s derogatory comments not only 

reveal his personal weaknesses but also shed light on an engrained culture of machismo and 
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sexism that has invaded Brazil. From his poor choice of language to the threat of physical 

violence and sexual prowess, Brazilian gender dynamics become evident in that interaction. 

Moreover, the consequences of said event, both legally and socially, are also relevant. As 

seen, Bolsonaro was ordered to pay an incredibly low amount to Rosario and post about the 

judicial decision on his social media, which does not match the severity of what was said to 

Rosario on multiple occasions. Additionally, if taken into consideration Bolsonaro’s family and 

their economic status, as well as the President’s monthly salary, the consequences of this case 

become even more absurd. 

This incident, while important, has roots that span over a decade and is representative of 

Bolsonaro’s pattern of poor behavior characterized by a disregard for women, women’s rights, 

and many others. As this paper demonstrated, Bolsonaro has a history of making derogatory 

comments towards women, threatening to use violence against them, and even disregarding their 

rights. Here, what Bolsonaro said to Rosario exemplifies all three. Moreover, Bolsonaro’s choice 

of words, specifically the “worthiness” aspect of his threats are relevant in understanding his 

perceived sexual prowess, and how that related to Brazilian machismo. Lastly, Bolsonaro’s 

political success, mainly becoming one of Brazil’s presidents, is also of extreme importance 

outlining Brazil’s acceptance of machismo. In other words, Bolsonaro’s words were so accepted 

that he achieved the presidential office. 
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