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Combined Epidermal-Follicular Mucinous Nevus: 
Dermoscopic Appearance
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Case Presentation 

A 17-year-old Hispanic male presented with long-standing 

asymptomatic papules grouped as an irregular, brown, 

10 cm × 6 cm × 0.2 cm plaque over the right aspect of 

the neck (Figure 1A). Perifollicular hypopigmentation 

and geometric brown structures were observed on der-

moscopy (Figure 1B). Epidermal hyperkeratosis, acantho-

sis, papillomatosis, as well as abundant mucin deposits 

around the hair follicles were noted on histopathology, 

compatible with combined epidermal-follicular mucinous 

nevus (MN).

Figure 1. Combined epidermal-follicular mucinous nevus. (A) Clinical appearance. (B) Perifollicular hy-

popigmentation and pigmented geometric structures around the papules can be observed on dermoscopy. 
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Teaching Point

There are less than 30 reports of MN in the literature [1].  

Histopathology is essential for the diagnosis, wherein mucin 

deposits along the superficial dermis are present. The combined 

epidermal subtype also exhibits hyperkeratosis, acanthosis, and 

rete ridges elongation. Perifollicular mucinous involvement has 

only been described in one case, yet epidermal changes were 

subtle [2]. In contrast, we observed epidermal changes and per-

ifollicular mucin deposits, which correlated with perifollicular 

hypopigmentation observed in dermoscopy. The dermoscopic 

appearance of MN has not been previously documented.

Informed consent: Informed consent for publication of clini-

cal details and clinical  images was obtained from the patient.

References

1.	 Lepage W, Frouin É, Junca A, et al. Mucinous nevus of late onset. 

Ann Dermatol Venereol. 2016;143(8):547-553. DOI: 10.1016/ 

j.annder.2016.03.017. PMID: 27197785.

2.	 Oiso N, Kimura M, Kawada A. Follicular mucinous nevus: a 

possible new variant of mucinous nevus. J Am Acad Dermatol. 

2014;71(4):e141-e1422. DOI: 10.1016/j.jaad.2014.04.065. 

PMID: 25219735.


