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Trichoscopy Unmasking Tinea Capitis
in Elderly Individuals
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Case Presentation

A 84-year-old female presented with a 2-year history of gradual
hair loss and alopecia. Previous diagnoses included psoriasis
and lichen planopilaris unsuccessfully treated with topical ste-
roids and systemic cyclosporine (current treatment), accord-
ingly. Clinical examination revealed erythematous and scaly
plaques on the scalp, with associated alopecia (Figure 1A).
Zigzag, comma, pig-tail and broken hairs in trichoscopy

were highly suggestive of tinea capitis (Figure 1B)[1].
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Microscopic examination showed parasitism of the hair
shafts (Figure 1C)[2]. As expected, the Morse-code sign was
not visible due to the white-colored hairs and M. Canis was
identified in the culture. Complete response was achieved af-

ter 1-month treatment with systemic itraconazole.

Teaching Point

Trichoscopy is essential in early recognition of tinea capitis.



Figure 1. (A) Clinical examination of the scalp revealed erythematous and scaly plaques on the scalp, with
associated alopecia; (B) Dermoscopy reveals zigzag, comma, pig-tail and broken hairs; (C) Microscopic ex-
amination showing parasitism of the hair shafts.
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