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From the Editor 

To the right of my computer sits a suck of fourteen journals. 
The volume now in the reader's hand ~s bUlh upon this Slack of 

journals represen ting a decade of ms volumes. (Once published 
semiannually, FoCIIS on Gtrmall Siudies has appeared annually since 
2000.) One Thing jumps off the page in each editor's inu:oductions 
over the las! ten years: the vision on part o f each Focus edi tor to 

create a forum for scholarly work and exchange. Founded in 1993 
by graduate students of the University of Cincinnati, Foclis was 
conceived in part as a response to the increasing emphasis being 
placed on candidates' publication records in tbe fidel of German 
Studies. Little has changed since tben in terms of the vision of thiS 

journal- or the field's expecl2uons of candidates; If anything, bolh 
have kept pace u.jlh one another. \X'e are pleased to enter our next 
decade continuing to sen'e as a forum for lhe exchange of ideas via 
graduale srudents' articles and book reviews, as well as interviews 
wah scholars in tile field. 

Since 1995, Focll$ on Cerlllon Siudies has o rga nized an annual 
graduate student conference. This year's conference began with 
Claudia Breger o f Indiana University delivering the keynote address 
"l\Ietaphors-t-,lemories-Mockcries: Border Talk in Recent Turkish· 
German Prose." This literary talk segued into other literary and 
interdiscip linary u:ear.ments of the conference's tOpIC "Crossing 
Borders, Cultures and Disciphnes." G raduate smdent speakers 
came from Euro pe, Canada and the Un ited Sl'3tes to present thelT 
investiga tions of such 'crossings' in the areas of literature, film, 
pedagogy, linguistics and SOCiology. The two·day conference was an 
enjoyable way to meet stuclems from diverse academic backgrounds 
and shan: in their research. 

Although FonlS does not publish confercnce proceedings, 
speakers are encouraged to submit their papers for consideration 
to each year's ,·ollime. FOOlS IS one of twO graduate srudem journals 
in German Srudies, and is highly competitive in ILS selection of 
scholarly texts. We received twemy·slX submissions (his rear from 
graduate stu{l.::ms in Canada, Germany, Ireland, England, F[ancc, 
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Italy and the United States. All underwent a rigorous selection 
ptocess by graduate students and faculty referees on our board of 
reviewers, and in the end twelve articles were accepted. Thank you 
to our board of reviewers for their thoughtful and detailed critiques 

of this year's submissions. 
Articles in this year's volume begin in the 21" century and work 

bacb.-ward to the 18th century. Within this reverse chronological order, 
the reader will also notice: themes such as globalization, philosophy 
of history, the visual arts, and gender, among others. The journal 
begins with Christian Buss' examination of the: recent films Goodl!)'e 
unin Die kere lYlI"tte and the documentary Chronik der Wende as related 
[Q id~ntity and 'otherness.' Notably, he does nOt relate the first film 
to 'Ostalgie: but rather he argues that these visual texts' attempts 
m come [Q terms with how "the breakdown of entrenched borders 
leads [Q the instability of the traditional narrative of E ast vs. \Vest." 
Sonja Klocke's article, reworked from her original conference paper, 

examines the tropes of migration, political systems and language in 
E mine Sevgi Ozdamar's novel Mtttterzunge, and asserts that the wo rk 
challenges stereotypical roles fo r migrant women in a globalized 
society. Considering another group that has transgressed borders, 
Patrick Farges interviewed refugees from National Socialism 
who setded in Canada, and finds in their narratives (and nanative 
ruptures) the consrant negotiation of acculturation and identity. 

The next tWO articles draw on colonial and post-colonial 
theory. i\-iartin Widmann's contrib ution investigates Heiner i\lii!1er's 
representation of hisrory in his drama Dcr Auftragthrough the lens of 

post-colonial theory. In a related vein but in a visual context, Richard 
John Ascarate examines (he film .Metropo/iJ' colonialist fa ntasies. In 
his article, he focuses on contemporary visual influences on the 
film's images, as weU as their significance for his interpretacion of 
the robot-Maria scene as exemplary of \'{feimar discourse. 

Images make their debut in FomJ bodl as part of the Ascarate 
and Traser-Vas articles. The latter presents not images of Rodin's 
sculprure as one might expect, but radler paintings by Cezanne 
in her article, in order to illustrate Cezanne's epistemological 
and poerological influence on Rilke's Die Aufzeichnungen de.J Ala/Ie 

Laudds Bdgge. Ulrich Eschbom's piece deals with not with rhe 
metropolises of Lang's film or Rilke's Paris, but Berlin. He offers a 

close reading of texmal city images in Berlin Alexanderp/at~ revealing 
the protagonist'S experience o f the metropolis and the complex 
literary represcntation of the city. Ben Hutchinson reprises rhe Rilke 
theme, with his meticulous examination of the poet's use of the verb 
'zitlern,' stating that " through the microcosm of [this) o ne verb we 
can see dle young poet asse rting his own individual aU l.hority on the 

conventional vocabulary of dlC day." 
The next article spans the 20,h century, while th e final dlree deal 

with works from dle 19'" and 18th centuries. In herdiscussion of works 
by Brecht, Dlirrenmatt, Frisch and Handke, Bine Schulz approaches 
lhe plays from the theoretical framework of disability smdies. She 
scrutinizes the plays' characters with disabilities, and re lates their 
dramatic portrayal to theater aesthetics. Katherine Wilford compares 
different versions of Wedekind's ':rv!onsuetragodie,' and by siruating 
them in their historical and cultural context, dleorizes the reasons 
for dle changes. The connection between aesthetics and edlics 

is Lhe target of D avid Wachter's study of r.,'lusil's Der /Iifalln ohne 
EigenIchaften. He considers how artistic production and {he aesthetic 
e.xperience of an open one to existential experiments with the self. 
Finally, Lanlan Xu's evaluation of Lessing's Mij/ Sara Sampson takes 
its cue from Foucaultian ideas about sel f-care and self development. 
She considers these dleories in relation to the female characters' 
development in the drama, drawing conclusions about Lessing's 
emancipatory capabilities. 

This year's book rcview section is The work of Julia Baker. It 
provides the reader reviews o f the latest German-language literature, 

including novels (Ri.nk, Diggelmann, Peters), short stories Ounge) 
and tales (Sacher-Masoch), essays (Loetsche[, Ransmayr, Sebald), 
biography (Cla ussen on Adorno) and autobiography (Rusch). 
Secondary literature on the topics of fa naticism (Berkewicz), 
Schnitzler (Foster and Krobb), Austrian literature (Haas, Schlosser, 
Zeyringer), prostitution OOSt), literary responses to unification 
({<ane) and Schlingensief's "Auslander RallS" project (Lilienthal and 
Philipp) round out [he review~. 

Julia and 1 had the oppo rtunity to in terview Dc. Hans Adler and 
D r. David Culben , respectively, during thcir visits co the University 

of Cincinnati. As a fellow Germamst and edimr, Dr. Adler shared his 
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insigh ts into those positions, as well as his though ts on globalization 
and th e formation of li terary canons. An expert on propaganda, Dr. 
Culbert spoke to Focu! about Leni Riefensrahl's films and techniques, 
along with ocher players in lhe field of German cinema d uring 

National Socialism. 
Taking over the editorship. JuJja Baker will continue her work 

with FtmlJ as journal edilo[~in-chicf and conference organizer for 
2004---5. She has already begun planning d1C ninth annual Focus 

graduate student conference. entided "Forgetting and Remembering: 
l\ lcmory Discourse in German Literature," which WIll be held 
October291h and 30m, 200-1 in (he l\ lax Kade German Culmral Center 
at the Universiry of Cincinnati. Please contact us or see our website 
for mOrc informacion. Laura Teaser-Vas joins her as incoming book 
review ediror, and T am confident of Julia and Laura's furore success 

in their positions. 
1 wish to thank a number of people for their suppon o f Forni 

on Germall Stlldiu. FirS[, 1 would like exp ress my gratitude to the 
Deparunem o f German Srudies at the University o f Cincinnati for 
entrusting me with the position of editor and its responsib ilities. 
D eparunent Head Sa ra Fried richsmeyer and advisor Katharina 
Gerstenberger deserve heanfell thanks for their continued suppon 
of th e journal and annual conference. I would also like to recogmze 
the Graduate Srodent Governance Associacion of the University 
of Cincinnati for thelI continued financial suppon. I wish to 
extend additional thanks to Volume lO's editor, Silke Schade, and 
Melinda Tracy for their helpful suggestions and suppOrt. Finally, it 
was a pleasure ro share me responsibility of selecting, revising and 
proofreading this volume's :ucicles with my fellow graduate s~dents. 
Due to lhcir assistance in the journal editing p rocess and wuh the 
2003 conference, we stan a new decade of FOCI! 011 Gtrman 5 tMdits. 

Aille Zimmerman 

Toward an Event-based f-listory: 
Chronik del' lV"ende, Die 'eere Mitte, and Good Bye Lenill 

Christian Buss 

Film can funcrion as history: as a source or a document not only 
of ilS own aestheric history, bur of hislOry in general. 

Vicc versa, history can be presemed as film. 
Patrick Vandenu 

I f film is capable of fu nctioning as a document of history while also 
acting as a text that self-consciously creates narratives of history, 

we must ask the question, what kind of histories can fi lms p resent? 
Focusing o n filmic 3nempts (Q rep resent the fall of me Berlin Wa ll, 
this paper demo nstra tes how recent films engaging in the memory 
work of unification direcrly suggest the impossibili ry of a sequential 
narrative of historical meaning as a way to make sense of German 
unification. Specifically, tVlO recent films, Die lem Mitte (1998) and Good 
Bye Lmin (2002), problernatize traditional documentary na rratives, 
primarily through their exploration o f 'otherness': ethnic, economic 
and tempo ral. Ultimately, the re-focusing of events along the lines o f 
tbe status of 'Olhers' in lhese films leads to the implici t invocation o f 
a Ddeuzian even t-based history, in which every p resent is infinitely 
divided by its becoming a past event and a furo re. Beginning with the 
made-far-TV documentary, Chronik dtr W·'endt (1994), then moving to 

the film essay Die lure Mitte, and fi nally Good Bye I __ min, tlus paper argues 
that attempts to come to terms with the breakdown of entrenched 
borders leads to the instability of the traditional narrative of East 
vs. WCSL Reconfigurations of this na[[ative are initially affectivcly 
orieOled around a myth of 'oneness' exhibited in Chrollik der l j.7tntk~ 

documentation of the first month o f unrest. T he inability to main tain 
this myth of inslant un ification is explored in Die lure Mille, a fi lm 
essay that auempts to re-view [he events of 1989 and 1990 nOt wU.hin 
the hopeful malfix of 'together" bu t alternately from rhe perspective 
or estranged 'others.' The frame of the outsider is revisited in rhe 
pop-cultural phenomenon o f Good Bye Lt11ill, in which [he melodrama 

• 


