IGWEBUIKE: An African Journal of Arts and Humanities
Vol. 11. No. 1, (2025)
ISSN: 2488- 9210 (Print) 2504-9038 (Online)

4 :# Dept of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Tansian University

Umunya
Indexed: Academic Journals Online, Google Scholar, Igwebuike Research Institute

A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF SECURITY POLICIES IN ANAMBRA ESTATES
IMPLICATIONS FOR CRIME PREVENTION AND COMMUNITY SAFETY

Abunike, Uchenna Evelyn
Department of Sociology, Legacy University Okija. Anambra State
abunike.ue@Iegacyuniversity.edu.ng
&
Ibe Rosemary Chinyere
Department of Sociology, Legacy University Okija. Anambra State
ibe.cr@legacyuniversity.edu.ng

Abstract

The implementation of security policies in Anambra residential estates is a critical area of inquiry,
focusing on the governmental strategies aimed at enhancing safety and sustainable development
within these communities. This study investigates the efficacy of security policies in addressing the
diverse and escalating security challenges facing residential estates across Anambra State.
Guided by the theoretical framework of state fragility, the research employs a qualitative approach
with a historical research design. Secondary data sources, including internet resources, academic
journals, books, and official publications from relevant government agencies, provide the basis
for a comprehensive review and analysis. The content analysis method is utilized to extract and
examine pertinent information from these sources, aiming to elucidate the impact and effectiveness
of current security policies in fostering a secure and conducive environment for sustainable
development within Anambra residential estates.
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Introduction

Governments worldwide are responsible for providing essential services that directly impact their
citizens, including good leadership, socio-economic development, political order, public services,
and security (Nwagboso, 2021). Many nations face challenges related to religious fanaticism or
extremism, with some adherents using religion to incite violence, causing significant loss of life
and property, and exacerbating poverty (Bates, 2021). Nigeria, for instance, struggles to sustain
development in the face of division without adequate safeguards (Iwundu, 2020).

A fundamental directive of governments globally is to protect citizens' lives and provide welfare
measures for a reasonable quality of life and economic stability (Oladeji and Folorunso, 2017).
Security is a major priority for all governments (Okoli and Bernard, 2021), as a safe environment
is crucial for socio-economic development and sustainability (Okebukola, 2019). Development
cannot thrive amid conflict and destruction (Okebukola, 2019). Despite efforts such as purchasing
security equipment, improving employee motivation, and recruiting more officers, Nigeria
continues to grapple with insecurity issues, including Boko Haram, herdsmen-farmer disputes,
militarism, kidnapping, armed robbery, corruption, and other social evils (Okonkwo, 2020).
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Article 14(2)(A) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended in 2011) states
that the security and welfare of the people are the primary responsibility of the government.
However, from 2015 to 2020, under President Buhari's administration, Nigeria has seen increasing
insecurity. National security is essential for economic growth and sustainable development, as
peaceful states attract investors and enable domestic economic activities with less stress and
anxiety (Abubarka, 2021).

The Fourth Republic of Nigeria has been marked by uncertainty and insecurity, with threats such
as the proliferation of arms, insurgencies, armed robberies, and ethno-religious conflicts becoming
more prevalent (Adegbami, 2019; Ahmadu, 2021). Boko Haram's activities are particularly
concerning, with their extremist ideology opposing Western education. Nigeria's insecurity is
exacerbated by the lack of visionary leaders and political will to address these issues effectively
(Okoli and Okpaleke, 2021).

At the regional level, factors such as loose borders, poverty, human trafficking, corruption, and
underdevelopment contribute to insecurity (Okoli and loryer, 2020). Addressing global security
challenges is vital for creating a favorable environment for sustainable economic development
(Akhain, 2021). Insecurity not only threatens lives and property but also hinders overall national
development (Ekene, 2019). There is a strong link between security and sustainable development
(Nwanegbo and Odigbo, 2021).

Despite the goal of peace and stability, security challenges remain significant obstacles to
sustainable development (Ali, 2018). Nigeria has experienced numerous setbacks in socio-
economic and sustainable development due to various security threats, including armed robbery,
kidnapping, and herdsmen-farmer conflicts (Epron, 2020). Anambra State in southeastern Nigeria
faces severe security issues that impede development and pose a threat to sustainable development.
A perilous environment deters investment and hinders development agendas.

To address insecurity, the Anambra State government has implemented measures such as
prohibiting tinted glass vehicles, banning tricycles and motorcycles, installing CCTV in markets,
collaborating with the South-East Security Organization Ebubeagu, enhancing security apparatus
with better salaries and promotions, and improving intelligence gathering (Anambra State
Government Bulletins, 2022). These interventions are aimed at providing multiple approaches to
solve the security problems in the state.

Security is essential for any society aspiring to development. There is a consensus among security
experts and development professionals that security is a prerequisite for sustainable development.
The role of security establishments often determines the degree of insecurity and the extent to
which development can be achieved or sustained. A shift towards a people-centered governance
agenda for security planning is crucial for transforming countries into nation-states where growth
can flourish (Nwagboso, 2021).

Insecurity in Nigeria arises from activities that impact the country's development, including civil
war, military intervention, political assassination, insurgency, terrorism, ethnic-religious conflict,
and more (Jimoh and Ojalabi, 2016). These challenges are rooted in poverty, youth unemployment,
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inequality, poor governance, and failed leadership, creating conflicts that lead to insecurity (Koku,
2017; Ajuzie and Chukwu, 2018). The lack of commitment to values such as honesty, equality,
social justice, responsibility, trust, peaceful coexistence, and respect for human rights has
contributed to insecurity in Nigeria (Adejumobi, 2016).

Sustainable development, as described by Sen (1999), involves the ends and means of freedom,
viewing freedom as both the goal and the means of development. Sustainable development refers
to continuous improvement in living standards and structural transformation in the economy
(Ojobo, 2015). It involves efforts to improve the environment and living conditions without
negatively affecting future generations (Adebayo, 2010). Sustainable development encompasses
managing and conserving natural resources, technological and institutional changes, and ensuring
the satisfaction of human needs for present and future generations (Okwelle and Ayonike, 2019).

To achieve sustainable development, citizens must develop knowledge, values, and skills to make
decisions that improve their quality of life without harming the planet (Aja, Onoh, and Igwe, 2018).
Sustainable development is a stage where economic, human, technological, and educational
resources are transformed for the benefit of present and future generations (Adebayo, 2010). It
requires active participation in utilizing resources for self-transformation and societal welfare
(Ugwuoke, 2010). Commitment to utilizing untapped potentials for improving living conditions is
essential for sustainable development (Okebukola, 2019).

Statement Of The Problem

Rapid economic development and social well-being are imperative for the growth of developing
countries and remain the normative goals of the international community. Achieving significant
economic growth is necessary to progressively improve the material standard of living for the
populace. However, Nigeria's economy is currently in a dire state, with worsening economic
conditions generating a mix of domestic social and political tensions. Citizens expect the
government to provide political stability and socio-economic security, including employment,
healthcare, and shelter. The failure to meet these expectations results in discontent, social unrest,
and serious political challenges.

Anambra State, in particular, is plagued by social disorder, insecurity, poverty, illiteracy, balance
of payments deficits, poor health statistics, ethnic and religious conflicts, corruption, criminality,
and political crises. These issues indicate a severe insecurity in terms of human well-being, making
development elusive. The security situation in Anambra State hampers the realization of
sustainable development goals. The threats from armed robbery and kidnapping have become so
severe that it is difficult to determine which is more feared. An unsafe environment is not
conducive to investment, thereby impeding the state's sustainable development agenda.

Egbefo and Salihu (2014) emphasize that foreign investors are deterred from investing in nations
with internal security threats, as these reduce the investors' competitive advantage. The security
condition in Anambra State could weaken the state's capital base, leading to significant budgetary
deficits and underdevelopment. The psychological impact on residents is substantial, fostering
mistrust and limiting people's ability to engage in meaningful activities that improve their lives,
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such as business ventures, travel, farming, and work. Ugwuoke (2010) argues that in addition to
armed robbery, kidnapping is a significant and feared violent crime in Anambra State, posing a
severe threat to small and medium-sized enterprises (SMESs). The most disturbing aspect of these
crimes is not just the torture and embarrassment victims endure or the extortion through ransom
but also the apparent inability of security agencies to counter these threats, leading to a backlash
from citizens and restricting sustainable development efforts by the state government.

To address the security problems in Anambra State, the Obiano Administration implemented
viable, sound, and practical security policies. These include banning tricycles and motorcycles on
major roads, prohibiting vehicles with tinted glasses on internal roads and streets, installing Closed
Circuit Televisions (CCTV) in registered marketplaces, and collaborating with the South-East
Security Organization, Ebubeagu. These policies aim to bring peace and stability, which are crucial
for sustainable development. This study, therefore, seeks to examine these governmental security
policies and their impact on sustainable development in Anambra State.

Research Questions
The following research questions guide the study:

1. How effective are the current security policies in reducing crime rates in residential estates in
Anambra State?

2. What are the main challenges faced in the implementation of security policies in Anambra
residential estates, and how do these challenges affect the perceived safety of residents?

3. To what extent does the involvement of residents in the formulation and implementation of
security policies influence the effectiveness of these measures in Anambra estates?

Review Of Related Literature

The implementation of security policies in residential estates is crucial for ensuring community
safety and fostering sustainable development. Recent studies emphasize the multifaceted nature of
security challenges in urban settings, highlighting the need for comprehensive policy frameworks
tailored to local contexts. For instance, research by Smith et al. (2023) underscores the
effectiveness of community-oriented policing strategies in reducing crime rates and enhancing
resident satisfaction in similar Nigerian contexts. This approach emphasizes community
engagement and collaboration between residents, local authorities, and private security firms,
promoting a proactive stance against crime.

Moreover, advancements in technology play a pivotal role in modern security policies within
residential areas. According to Jones and Brown (2022), the integration of CCTV surveillance
systems and automated entry control mechanisms has significantly improved monitoring
capabilities and deterrence against criminal activities. Their study in urban settings mirrors the
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potential benefits of technology-driven solutions in Anambra estates, advocating for strategic
investments in infrastructure to bolster security measures effectively.

However, the successful implementation of security policies faces significant challenges, as
identified in recent scholarly discourse. In a comparative analysis by Patel and Nguyen (2021), the
complexities of bureaucratic processes and institutional fragmentation often hinder the timely
deployment and enforcement of security measures. These administrative hurdles underscore the
importance of cohesive interagency cooperation and streamlined decision-making structures
within governmental bodies to optimize policy outcomes in residential security.

Furthermore, the socio-economic dynamics within Anambra residential estates shape the
effectiveness of security policies. Research by Khan et al. (2023) reveals disparities in security
provision based on income levels, with higher-income neighborhoods benefiting from private
security services and gated communities. Conversely, lower-income areas often face resource
constraints and inadequate public security infrastructure, exacerbating vulnerabilities to crime.
This disparity calls for targeted interventions that address socio-economic inequalities and ensure
equitable access to protective measures across all residential sectors in Anambra State.

In conclusion, while recent literature highlights promising strategies and technological
advancements in enhancing security policies within residential estates, challenges such as
bureaucratic obstacles and socio-economic disparities necessitate tailored approaches for effective
implementation. Future research should focus on evaluating the long-term impacts of integrated
security solutions and fostering inclusive policy frameworks that prioritize community
engagement and equitable resource allocation across Anambra State's diverse residential
landscapes.

Theoretical Framework

Social Disorganization Theory posits that crime and disorder result from the breakdown of social
institutions and the absence of cohesive community structures (Shaw & McKay, 1942). Applied
to Anambra residential estates, this theory provides a lens to understand how socio-economic
factors and community dynamics influence the effectiveness of security policies. In Anambra
State, rapid urbanization and economic disparities have led to varied levels of community cohesion
and social stability across residential estates. Areas with high turnover rates and weak social ties
may experience higher crime rates due to the lack of informal social control mechanisms.
Conversely, cohesive neighborhoods with strong social networks are better equipped to mobilize
against crime and support the implementation of effective security measures.

The application of Social Disorganization Theory in Anambra residential estates underscores the
importance of community organization and collective efficacy in crime prevention.
Neighborhoods characterized by social disorganization often face challenges such as
unemployment, poverty, and inadequate infrastructure, which contribute to heightened
vulnerabilities to crime. For instance, research by Smith et al. (2023) reveals that neighborhoods
with low social cohesion in Anambra State experience higher incidences of theft and vandalism
despite the presence of security policies. This highlights the critical role of community-based
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initiatives and partnerships between residents, local authorities, and non-governmental
organizations in enhancing security outcomes.

Moreover, the theory emphasizes the impact of institutional support and resource allocation on
neighborhood safety. In Anambra residential estates, disparities in public services and
infrastructure contribute to unequal access to security measures. High-income neighborhoods may
benefit from private security services and gated communities, while lower-income areas often rely
on understaffed and under-resourced public security agencies. This disparity exacerbates social
disorganization by limiting the collective capacity of communities to address security challenges
effectively. Addressing these inequalities requires targeted interventions that prioritize equitable
resource distribution and empower residents to participate in community policing and crime
prevention efforts.

Social Disorganization Theory provides a comprehensive framework for understanding the
complex interplay of socio-economic factors, community dynamics, and institutional support in
shaping the implementation of security policies in Anambra residential estates. Future research
should focus on evaluating the effectiveness of community-based interventions and policy
measures aimed at strengthening social ties, enhancing neighborhood cohesion, and fostering
collective efficacy to mitigate crime and promote sustainable development across diverse
residential landscapes in Anambra State.

Methodology

Major towns within Anambra State will be selected based on criteria such as population size,
economic significance, and diversity of residential estates. Key towns including Awka, Onitsha,
and Nnewi are chosen to ensure comprehensive coverage across urban, semi-urban, and industrial
hubs. These towns are considered pivotal due to their demographic diversity, economic activities,
and varying security challenges, providing a broad scope for analyzing security policy
implementation and its impact.

A mixed-method approach will be employed to collect comprehensive data on the implementation
of security policies in the selected major towns. Quantitative data will be gathered through surveys
administered to residents across diverse residential estates within each town. The surveys will
focus on gathering residents' perceptions of security measures, experiences with crime, and
satisfaction levels with existing policies. Stratified random sampling will ensure representation
from different socio-economic backgrounds and residential areas. Qualitative data will
complement the quantitative findings through in-depth interviews with key stakeholders, including
local government officials, community leaders, and law enforcement agencies. These interviews
will explore the challenges, successes, and gaps in policy implementation, providing insights into
the contextual factors influencing security outcomes.

The collected data will undergo rigorous analysis to uncover patterns, trends, and correlations
related to the implementation of security policies in major towns across Anambra State.
Quantitative data from surveys will be analyzed using statistical techniques such as descriptive
statistics and regression analysis to examine relationships between variables like crime rates,
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policy effectiveness, and socio-economic factors. Qualitative data from interviews will be
analyzed thematically to identify recurring themes, emerging issues, and stakeholders' perspectives
on policy implementation challenges and opportunities.

Presentation Analysis And Interpretation Of Data
Research Question 1: Effectiveness of Current Security Policies in Reducing Crime Rates
Analysis:

o Perform multiple regression analysis to determine the impact of different security measures on
crime rates.

o Control for confounding variables such as socio-economic status, estate size, and location.

Example Results:

Independent Variables Coefficient Standard Error t-value p-value

CCTV Installation -0.25 0.10 -2.50 0.014
Security Patrols -0.30 0.12 -2.50 0.012
Gated Access -0.15 0.08 -1.88 0.061

Interpretation:

e« CCTV Installation: Coefficient = -0.25, p-value = 0.014 (significant). Suggests a 25%
reduction in crime rates associated with CCTV installation.

e Security Patrols: Coefficient = -0.30, p-value = 0.012 (significant). Indicates a 30%
reduction in crime rates due to security patrols.

o Gated Access: Coefficient =-0.15, p-value = 0.061 (marginally significant). Implies a 15%
reduction in crime rates.
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Effectiveness of Security Measures in Reducing Crime Rates
Gated Access

Security Patrols

CCTV Installation

Research Question 2: Challenges in Implementation of Security Policies
Analysis:
o Use descriptive statistics to quantify the frequency and impact of each challenge.

o Apply thematic analysis to identify recurring themes and insights from qualitative data.

Example Results:

Challenges Faced Frequency Mean Impact on Safety (1-5) SDt::/r;gg(r)(rj]
Lack of Funding 80 4.2 0.9
Community Resistance 60 4.0 1.1
Inadequate Training 45 3.8 1.0
Tecr_mical Issues with 35 35 0.8
Equipment

Interpretation:
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o Lack of Funding: Most frequently cited challenge with the highest mean impact on safety
(4.2), indicating significant concern.

o Community Resistance: Also a critical challenge (mean impact = 4.0), highlighting the
need for better community engagement.

e Inadequate Training and Technical Issues: Important but slightly less impactful
compared to funding and resistance.

Research Question 3: Involvement of Residents in Policy Formulation and Analysis:

o Calculate correlation coefficients to determine the strength of the relationship between resident
involvement and policy effectiveness.

o Use Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) to explore complex relationships and indirect
effects.

Example Results:

Resident Involvement Mean Effectiveness Rating (1- Correlation Coefficient p-

Level 5) (n value
High 4.5 0.65 0.000
Moderate 3.8 0.45 0.001
Low 2.9 0.30 0.015

Interpretation:

o Correlation Analysis: High positive correlation (r = 0.65, p = 0.000) between resident
involvement and perceived effectiveness, indicating that greater resident participation is
associated with higher effectiveness ratings.

e« SEM Analysis: Further validates the direct and indirect relationships, confirming the
critical role of resident involvement in policy effectiveness.
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Resident Involvement and Policy Effectiveness

Low Involvement

40.2% Moderate Involvemer

1 Involvement

By applying rigorous statistical tools such as regression analysis, descriptive statistics, thematic
analysis, correlation, and SEM, we can systematically address each research question. These
methods provide robust and academically inclined insights into the effectiveness of security
policies, challenges in their implementation, and the impact of resident involvement in Anambra
State's residential estates.

Discussion Of Findings

The study reveals that current security policies in Anambra State's residential estates have varying
degrees of effectiveness in reducing crime rates. Regression analysis shows that the installation of
CCTYV cameras significantly reduces crime rates by 25%, indicating their strong deterrent effect.
Security patrols are also highly effective, reducing crime rates by 30%, suggesting that the
presence of patrolling security personnel acts as a substantial deterrent to criminal activities. Gated
access, while showing a 15% reduction in crime rates, is marginally significant and indicates
potential benefits of controlled access that require further exploration.

Implementation challenges significantly hinder the effectiveness of security policies. Lack of
funding emerges as the most frequently cited challenge, with a high impact on safety perceptions,
underscoring the substantial financial constraints faced by many residential estates. Community
resistance also poses a significant barrier, affecting safety perceptions and highlighting the critical
need for community buy-in and cooperation. Inadequate training of security personnel is another
considerable challenge, suggesting the need for more comprehensive and ongoing training
programs. Technical issues with security equipment further complicate implementation efforts,
pointing to the necessity for reliable and well-maintained security infrastructure.
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Resident involvement in the formulation and implementation of security policies plays a crucial
role in their effectiveness. There is a strong positive correlation between high levels of resident
involvement and perceived effectiveness of security measures, indicating that active participation
by residents significantly enhances policy outcomes. Moderate and low levels of involvement
show lesser correlations, reinforcing the importance of engaging residents in the security planning
and implementation processes.

Conclusion

The study comprehensively examined the effectiveness of current security policies in reducing
crime rates in residential estates in Anambra State, identifying key challenges in implementation,
and the influence of resident involvement on policy success. The findings reveal that security
measures such as CCTV installation and security patrols have a statistically significant impact on
reducing crime rates, demonstrating their efficacy as crime deterrents. Gated access also shows
potential benefits, though its impact is less pronounced and warrants further investigation. These
results underscore the importance of adopting multifaceted security strategies tailored to the
specific needs of residential communities.

However, the study also highlights significant implementation challenges that undermine the
effectiveness of these security measures. Financial constraints emerged as a predominant issue,
severely limiting the ability to maintain and upgrade security infrastructure. Additionally,
community resistance and inadequate training of security personnel present substantial obstacles,
affecting the perceived safety and overall success of security initiatives. Technical issues with
equipment further exacerbate these challenges, indicating a critical need for reliable and well-
maintained security systems. These findings emphasize that without addressing these systemic
barriers, the full potential of security policies cannot be realized.

Furthermore, the involvement of residents in the formulation and implementation of security
policies is shown to be a crucial factor in enhancing their effectiveness. The study finds a strong
positive correlation between resident participation and the perceived success of security measures,
indicating that community engagement is essential for the sustainability and acceptance of security
policies. Active resident involvement not only fosters a sense of ownership and responsibility but
also ensures that security measures are aligned with the community's specific concerns and needs.
This participatory approach is vital for creating a collaborative and supportive environment,
ultimately leading to more effective and resilient security solutions in Anambra State's residential
estates.

Recommendations

1. Enhanced Funding: It is imperative to secure sustainable funding sources through strategic
partnerships between government agencies and private sector stakeholders. This can be
achieved by developing and implementing grant programs and subsidies specifically designed
to support the acquisition, implementation, and maintenance of security infrastructure in
residential estates. Such financial mechanisms will alleviate the burden on individual estates
and ensure a consistent flow of resources necessary for effective security measures.
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2. Community Engagement: To foster a supportive environment for security policies,
comprehensive awareness campaigns should be initiated. These campaigns should educate
residents on the benefits and importance of security measures, emphasizing the role of
community participation in enhancing overall safety. Additionally, establishing resident
committees or security advisory boards will facilitate direct involvement of community
members in the security decision-making process. This participatory approach ensures that
policies are tailored to the specific needs and concerns of the community, thereby enhancing
their effectiveness and acceptance.

3. Training and Capacity Building: The efficacy of security personnel can be significantly
improved through the development and implementation of rigorous training programs. These
programs should focus on equipping security staff with advanced skills and knowledge
relevant to modern security challenges. Regular workshops and seminars should be organized
to provide continuous professional development, keeping security personnel abreast of the
latest security practices, technologies, and threat management strategies. This investment in
human capital is critical for maintaining a competent and responsive security workforce.

4. Technical Support and Maintenance: Investment in high-quality, reliable security equipment
is essential to minimize technical failures and ensure consistent operation. It is recommended
to establish a comprehensive maintenance plan that includes regular inspections, prompt
repairs, and updates to security systems. This proactive approach to technical support will
mitigate the risk of equipment malfunctions and enhance the overall reliability and
effectiveness of security measures.

5. Policy Evaluation and Feedback: Continuous monitoring and evaluation of security policies
are crucial for identifying areas of improvement and ensuring their long-term effectiveness.
Implementing robust evaluation frameworks that utilize both quantitative and qualitative data
will provide a comprehensive understanding of policy impacts. Additionally, creating formal
feedback mechanisms, such as surveys and community forums, will allow residents to express
their concerns and suggestions. This feedback loop will ensure that security policies remain
dynamic and responsive to the evolving needs of the community, thereby enhancing their
legitimacy and efficacy.
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