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Annotation:This article explores the phenomena of code switching and code mixing in Uzbekistan,
focusing on their linguistic, social, and educational implications. The study highlights how the interplay
between Uzbek and Russian languages reflects broader sociocultural dynamics in the region. By examining
the motivations behind code switching and mixing, the article reveals how these practices serve as tools for
identity expression and social affiliation among speakers. Additionally, it discusses the impact of these
linguistic behaviors on educational settings, emphasizing the need for inclusive teaching methodologies that
recognize and utilize students' multilingual abilities. Ultimately, the article argues for the importance of
understanding code switching and mixing as integral components of communication that shape both
individual and collective identities in a rapidly evolving linguistic landscape.
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This research explores the phenomena of code switching and code mixing in Uzbekistan, focusing
on the interactions between Uzbek and Russian languages. Given the country's unique historical and
sociolinguistic context, this study examines the motivations, contexts, and implications of these linguistic
practices among different demographic groups. The findings suggest that code switching and mixing play
significant roles in identity formation, social interaction, and educational practices, revealing the complex
linguistic landscape of Uzbekistan.
Uzbekistan, a multilingual nation with a rich cultural heritage, has undergone significant linguistic changes
since its independence in 1991. The official language is Uzbek, but Russian continues to hold a prominent
place in various domains, including education, media, and interpersonal communication. This thesis
investigates the interplay between these languages through the lenses of code switching and code mixing.

The main objectives of this research are:

 To define and differentiate between code switching and code mixing.
 To explore the sociolinguistic factors influencing these phenomena in Uzbekistan.
 To analyze the implications for education and language policy.

Code switching refers to the practice of alternating between two or more languages or dialects within a
conversation or discourse. Code mixing, on the other hand, involves the blending of languages at various
levels, including phonological, morphological, and syntactic (Gumperz, 1982; Myers-Scotton, 1993).
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Previous studies have highlighted the sociolinguistic dynamics in Uzbekistan, noting the historical influence
of the Soviet Union and the role of Russian as a lingua franca (Hassanov, 2015; Karimov, 2018). These
studies reveal that code switching and mixing are often employed for pragmatic reasons, reflecting social
identity and group affiliation. This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and
quantitative research methods. Data is collected through:

 Surveys targeting various demographic groups (students, professionals, and older generations).
 In-depth interviews to gain insights into personal experiences and motivations for code switching

and mixing.
 Analysis of conversational data from naturalistic settings.

Quantitative data will be analyzed using statistical methods, while qualitative data will be subjected to
thematic analysis to identify recurring themes and patterns.
The analysis reveals several key motivations for code switching and mixing:

 Identity Expression: Speakers often switch codes to assert their identity and affiliation with
different cultural groups.

 Linguistic Resources: Individuals use code switching and mixing to draw on the linguistic
resources of both languages, especially in contexts where one language may lack the appropriate
vocabulary or nuance.

The research identifies specific contexts in which code switching and mixing are prevalent, such as:
 Education: In classrooms, teachers and students often switch between Uzbek and Russian,

influencing language learning and comprehension.
 Informal Settings: Social interactions among friends and family frequently involve code switching,

reflecting social dynamics and relationships.
The findings underscore the need for educators to recognize and incorporate code switching and mixing

in teaching methodologies. This could enhance language learning by validating students’ linguistic practices.
Language policies in Uzbekistan should reflect the realities of bilingualism and the dynamics of code
switching. Supporting bilingual education programs and promoting the use of both languages in official
contexts may foster a more inclusive linguistic environment. This research highlights the significance of
code switching and mixing in understanding the sociolinguistic landscape of Uzbekistan. As these practices
play vital roles in identity, communication, and education, further research is needed to explore their
implications for language policy and social cohesion in a rapidly changing society. This thesis presents a
comprehensive overview of code switching and mixing in Uzbekistan, emphasizing their relevance in the
contemporary linguistic and social landscape.
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